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THIS I S YOUR LIF E 
And it's  not  what  you  wanted 

A 

bsolutely, it' s a  da y I'l l neve r forget . I t wa s th e da y m y 
high schoo l choi r directo r tacke d u p a  lis t o f lea d role s 

for th e sprin g musical . Th e da y m y nam e wasn' t o n th e list . T h e 
day th e rea l worl d crashe d m y dream t o ac t o n stage . 

This can't  be  true, I  thought , a s I  choke d insid e an d scanne d 
the lis t agai n wit h tear y eyes . I  was suppose d t o b e th e lead ! Bu t I 
wasn't. I  wasn't eve n a n understudy . 

1 held som e reaso n t o believ e I ' d captur e th e lea d role . A s a 
jun ior , I ' d bee n th e onl y underclassma n t o pla y a  secondar y lea d 
in th e musical , an d of te n tha t perso n lande d th e plu m rol e i n hi s 
or he r senio r year . 

Falling shor t o f tha t expec ta t io n fel t humil ia t ing . Bu t t o 
make i t worse, th e choi r director , perhap s i n a  m o m e n t o f guil t o r 
insanity, liste d m e wit h th e dancers  fo r th e musical . 

Me? Clumsy , overweight , never-had-a-dance-lesson-in-my-lif e 
me? I  hadn ' t eve n trie d ou t fo r a  dance role ! An d fo r th e nex t fe w 
months o f rehearsals , I  proved tha t I  could not , would  not  choose a 
career fo r which I  needed full-bod y coordinat ion . 



L O R D , HAV E YO U FORGOTTE N M E ? 

Looking bac k twent y years later , I  realize wh y th e choreogra -
phe r kep t m e i n th e bac k ro w o f dancers . ( 1 r e m e m b er t rompin g 
on m y par tner ' s fee t a  fe w times. ) An d I  can laug h .  .  .  a little . 

It 's no t tha t I  still fee l th e pain ; it' s tha t I  r e m e m b er ho w thi s 
episode hurt le d m e int o th e rea l world . A  worl d r iddle d wit h dis -
appoin tments . A  world i n whic h dreams , prayers , an d preparat io n 
d o n ' t alway s award m e wit h th e par t I  want t o play . 

d o n ' t lik e th e rea l world . It' s ful l o f computer s tha t crash , 
plans tha t fal l apar t , an d f r i end s wh o d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d 

me. I t hold s n o guaran tee s agains t layort s f r o m work , chi ldre n 
who die , o r husband s wh o leav e wives . I n o the r words , th e rea l 
world doesn ' t fi t th e fo rmul a tha t says , "I f yo u reall y believ e i n 
something, o r i f yo u ac t th e ' r ight ' way , the n lif e wil l fulfil l you r 
desires." 

And i n th e rea l world , I  struggl e agains t th e feelin g that , i n 
certain area s o f m y life , God ha s forgot te n me . 

Do yo u struggl e wit h tha t feeling , too ? 
It 's no t u n c o m m o n . Whethe r w e acknowledg e i t o r not , w e 

all pas s throug h time s whe n lif e doesn ' t mak e sens e t o us . W e do , 
we d r e a m , w e h o p e , w e p ray—an d stil l Go d d o e s n ' t fulfil l ou r 
desires. 

Why doe s H e kee p u s waiting ? O r wh y doe s H e sometime s 
say no ? I  d o n ' t p resum e t o know . Bu t th roug h th e year s an d wit h 
hindsight, I ' m growin g t o trus t Hi s magnif icen t wisdo m i n waitin g 
to c h a n g e circumstances . An d t o u n d e r s t a n d tha t th e greates t 
miracle i s how H e change s m e whil e I ' m waiting . 

But r igh t now , tha t probabl y doesn ' t he l p you . Yo u nee d 
hope , encou ragemen t , an d th e reassuranc e tha t Go d love s yo u 
and listen s t o you r pleas . Yo u lon g fo r comfor t whe n you r nam e 
isn't o n th e list . Yo u nee d courag e t o danc e gracefull y whe n yo u 
d o n ' t recogniz e th e step . Yo u wan t t o kno w tha t Go d hasn ' t for -
got ten yo u o r you r requests . 

And that ' s th e underlyin g inten t o f thi s book : t o gir d you r 
unsett led soul ; t o consol e yo u whil e yo u wait ; t o hel p yo u liv e wit h 
unfulf i l led desires . Yet , i f thes e reading s onl y offere d encourage -
ment , they ' d hur t mor e tha n hel p you . Yo u als o nee d exhorta -
t ion—words tha t rattl e you r th inkin g an d kic k wher e yo u nee d 
i t—because sometime s w e plac e th e tota l responsibilit y o n Go d 

xii 
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and ignor e ou r par t i n fulf i l l in g persona l desires . An d the re ' s 
plenty w e ca n d o t o activel y participat e i n th e waitin g process . 

b i f lif e isn' t wha t vo n wan t i t t o be . thes e thirt y reading s o f 

despite unfulfilled  dreams , an a gras p God'  s  hop e for  the  future . 
You'll als o examin e you r at t i tude s an d expec ta t ions—an d ho w 
they coul d h inde r you r progres s towar d contente d living . 

Five section s wil l he l p yo u explor e .  .  . 
• th e way s unrealisti c expectation s grow . 
• barrier s t o obtainin g unfulfi l le d desires . 
• sinfu l actions an d attitude s tha t ca n develop . 
• ho w t o accep t life , one da y a t a  time . 
• wha t i t take s t o wai t fo r God ' s answer . 
Still, thes e reading s won' t tel l yo u ho w t o convinc e Go d t o 

deliver wha t yo u want . Instead , they'l l e n c o u r a g e yo u t o kee p 
trusting Him—an d t o liv e fo r toda y whil e waitin g fo r tomorrow . 
Because yo u don ' t kno w wha t tomorro w ma y bring . 

For me , "tomorrow " unfolde d God' s plan , an d I  woun d u p 
better becaus e o f it . Fo r th e lon g haul , I  d idn 't posses s enoug h tal -
ent t o pu r s u e a n act in g o r s ingin g career . T h e s e wer e a  h ig h 
school girl ' s fantasies . Ironically , th e re ject io n edge d m e int o 
studying journal ism, an d that ' s ho w I  support mysel f today . M y tal -
ent an d personalit y fit  thi s career , an d workin g a s a  write r turne d 
my lif e into a n adventure—an d that ' s wha t I ' d wante d al l along . 

On th e othe r hand , I  stil l liv e wit h unfulfille d expectations i n 
other area s of life. And i n tellin g thi s high schoo l story , I  don 't mea n 
to trivializ e th e agon y o f waiting for a husband , a  baby who's difficult 
to conceive, a  job tha t doesn' t fee l like torture , a  recovery fro m long -
term illness , o r a  retur n t o "normal " lif e after a love d one ' s death . 

Rather, it' s t o sa y tha t whateve r th e siz e o f you r unfulfi l le d 
expectations, Go d ha s no t forgotte n you . N o matte r i s to o smal l 
or to o bi g fo r Him . H e turn s losse s int o gains . An d howeve r H e 
answers you r prayers , He ' s alway s in teres te d i n be in g th e Go d 
whom you'l l neve r forget . 

—-Judith Couchman 

Note: I n s o m e o f th e fo l lowin g r ead ings , th e a u t h o r a l t e r e d 
names an d circumstance s t o protec t identities . 

stories an d Scripture s ca n hel p yo u liv e a  meaningfu l life , 





TALL TALE S 
Living in  a world  of  high expectations 

We want  life  to be a neat package tied  with a  pretty bow. 
Everything must  make  sense, all the  transitions obvi-

ous. We  like  our  people  that  way,  too.  We  would  prefer 
everyone to  be  predictable characters  in  a  potboiler—the  vil-
lain, the  innocent beauty,  the hero. Because we don't like  loose 
ends, unresolved  issues,  unexplained  events,  or  contrary fam-
ilies, we  beg  God to  let  us  write  the  story—or  at  least  read 
ahead. Just once,  we'd like  to  skip from chapter  three to chap-
ter eleven. But  that's  not  the  kind of  reading God  wants us  to 
do. We've  got to  take the  plot as  it  unfolds,  with  all  its  unex-
pected and  unexplained  twists  and  turns.  God  wants  us  to 
make the  connections  between  the  seemingly  unconnected 
events and  people  in our  lives} 

W 

Cheryl Forbes , 
Catching Sight  of  God 
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L O R d , HAV E YO U FORGOTTE N M E ? 

argue wit h hi s spouse . T h e coupl e actuall y embarke d o n a n annu -
al campin g tri p t o rela x i n th e forest . Bu t withou t fail , a  fe w day s 
into thei r vacatio n th e conflic t began . 

For thi s couple , ge t t in g awa y f r o m responsibilit y focuse d 
their at tentio n o n eac h o the r—an d th e grievance s the y harbored . 
So eac h year , wit h natur e a s thei r witness , the y verball y duke d ou t 
the pain , anger , an d disappointmen t i n thei r marriage . 

"Actually, I  th in k thos e annua l Fight s ho l d o u r mar r i ag e 
together ," h e chuckle d a s h e tol d me . " T h e y giv e u s a  chanc e t o 
air ou r dirt y laundry . W e probabl y wouldn ' t surviv e i f w e d idn ' t 
do tha t no w an d then. " 

Fortunately, m y col leagu e an d hi s wif e possesse d a  goo d 
sense o f humor . Withou t it , thei r marriag e woul d hav e falle n pre y 
to a  menac e tha t kill s countles s marita l an d o the r relationships : 
the pai n o f unme t expectations . Of te n thes e expectat ion s revolv e 
a round people : fr iends , bosses , partners , chi ldren , wor k associ -
ates, famil y members , peopl e i n authority . W e buil d expectat ion s 
toward them ; the y creat e expectation s towar d us . 

But w e als o buil d expectat ion s towar d th e "things " i n ou r 
lives: work, cars , houses , clothing , educat ion , eve n enter ta inment . 
And i f thes e expectat ion s d o n ' t affec t relationships , the y ca n a t 
least clobbe r u s personall y whe n the y fai l t o pleas e us . 

T h e n , o f course , there ' s th e unre len t in g expecta t ion s w e 
create fo r ou r persona l selves : a  har d body , a  peacefu l spirit , a 
beautiful face , a n intelligen t mind , a  witt y sens e o f humor . Wh o 
can measur e u p t o al l o f these ? 

That 's not t o sa y al l expectation s ar e bad . T o expec t noth -
ing f ro m lif e or peopl e rob s u s o f hop e an d vibrancy , eve n 

normalcy. W e expec t t o spen d t im e wit h family ; w e expec t t o 
learn f ro m th e nigh t clas s we'r e a t tending ; w e expec t t o find  a 
decent-paying job ; w e expec t ou r childre n t o re tur n h o m e afte r 
school. Bu t whe n w e creat e rigi d o r unrealisti c expectat ion s an d 
clutch them , there ' s n o jo y o r conten tment , either . W e liv e i n a 
broken world , s o peopl e an d plan s an d thing s wil l eventuall y fai l 
us, n o matte r ho w har d w e try . 

Unfortunately, a t thi s point , it' s eas y t o blam e Go d fo r ou r 
u n m e t expec ta t ions . W e ask , "God , wh y di d Yo u ignor e me? " 

2 

once worked wit h a  ma n who , ever y summer , retreate d t o 
the wood s t o figh t wit h hi s wife . It' s no t tha t h e p lanne d t o 



TALL TALE S 

when mayb e w e shoul d ask , "Lord , wer e m y expectation s unrealis -
tic? W e r e the y bui l t o n m y fan tas ie s ins tea d o f You r t ru ths? " 
S o m e t i m e s w e rai l a t Go d fo r o u r ow n messes—fo r p lan s H e 
d idn ' t creat e an d thing s H e d idn ' t in ten d fo r us . 

So what ' s th e ke y t o livin g wit h expectations ? It ' s ho ld in g 
them wit h bot h h o p e an d reality , ye t anchor in g the m i n God ' s 
ways instead o f ou r ideas . 

"Your way s a r e n o t lik e m y ways, " say s th e L o r d (Isaia h 
55:8b). Bu t whe n w e follo w Hi s ways , tha t ' s whe n livin g reall y 
begins! 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

In Par t One , conside r ho w unrealisti c expectation s develop , ho w 
they lea d t o dashe d dreams , an d ho w yo u ca n develo p expecta -
tions buil t o n God ' s Kingdo m values . 

1. Wha t u n m e t expectation s d o yo u struggl e with ? 

2. I n wha t way s ar e thes e expectat ion s realistic ? I n wha t way s ar e 
they unrealistic ? 

3. Ho w ca n yo u kno w you ' r e hang in g o n t o th e righ t expecta -
tions, wit h bot h hop e an d realism ? 

3 



STORIES MOTHE R 
TOLD YO U 

Childhood promises  don't  always come  true, 
but we can depend on  the surety of  God's Word. 

am a  woma n i n conf l ic t , " a n n o u n c e d m y thir tysome -
t h i n g f r i e n d a s s h e e n t e r e d t h e r o o m w e a r i n g a n 

oversized Minni e Mous e shir t an d carryin g a  Doone y &  Bourk e 
briefcase. 

She ha d just re turne d f ro m a  busines s tri p t o Anaheim , Cali -
fornia, wher e sh e ha d als o visite d Disneyland . Tha t morn ing , i t 
was toug h re-enter in g th e rea l worl d o f meet ing s an d expecta -
tions, s o sh e arrive d wearin g a  tribut e t o chi ldhoo d dream s whil e 
holding i n he r han d a  symbo l o f adul t responsibilities . (Luckily , 
we're no t a  business-sui t typ e o f group. ) 

"I just wante d th e fantas y t o las t a  bi t longer, " sh e laughe d 
and explained . W e nodde d knowingly . Disne y doe s tha t t o people . 

Later, afte r th e other s left , m y fr ien d confided , "Yo u know , 
there ' s a  whole lo t mor e t o thi s fantas y thin g tha n I  admit t o mos t 
people. Whe n I ' m a t Disneyland , I  find  mysel f wantin g t o bu y al l 
of th e stuffe d characters , scoo p u p th e video s o f ol d movies , an d 
r ide ever y at tract io n relate d t o fair y tale s o f m y g i r lhood . An d 
w h e n e v e r I  wal k t h r o u g h S leep in g Beauty ' s cast l e a n d hea r , 
'When yo u wis h upo n a  star, ' I  star t t o cry. " 

4' 
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TALL TALE S 

She choke d bac k tear s an d explained , " T h a t son g remind s 
me tha t m y chi ldhoo d d ream s haven ' t com e true. " 

s youn g girls , ou r mother s probabl y rea d storie s t o us . 
We r e m e m b e r thos e t r e a s u r e d m o m e n t s , f i l le d wit h 

foibles and morals , danger s an d dilemmas , courageou s character s 
and happ y endings . Wit h drows y eyes , we coul d imagin e mos t any -
thing an d believ e tha t d ream s com e true . 

As w e gre w o l d e r a n d c o u l d b e t t e r d i s t ingu is h be twee n 
"real" an d "pre tend , " Mo m discarde d th e Brother s Gr im m an d 
Mothe r Goos e t o weav e he r ow n tales . I n thes e storie s he r chil -
d r en emerge d a s th e mai n character s i n plot s tha t comfor te d an d 

Protected us: 
"One day , you'l l marr y a  perfec t man. " 
"You'll hav e beautifu l chi ldre n someday. " 
"I kno w you r lif e will b e happie r tha n mine. " 
We believe d thes e stories . O r a t leas t w e wante d to . The y 

represen ted Mom' s bes t hope s fo r us , he r endles s conf idenc e i n 
us, h e r visio n o f wh o w e coul d be . An d wit h thes e stories , sh e 
wished u s n o harm . 

Along th e wa y t o adul thood , w e collecte d o the r stones , too : 
f r o m Dad , f r iends , teachers , siblings , p reachers , movies , televi -
sion, advertising . I t seeme d everyon e tol d u s storie s abou t wh o w e 
should be , wha t w e shoul d do , ho w w e shoul d think . Bu t instea d 
of clarifyin g ou r vision , th e storie s pile d s o hig h the y blurre d ou r 
view o f reality . W e bega n t o thin k tha t everythin g w e wante d i n 
life woul d materializ e befor e us . Unti l on e day , somethin g faile d 
to appea r an d w e smashe d int o th e u n b e n d i n g truth : th e prom -
ises o f yout h d o n ' t alway s com e true . 

W 
hen w e discove r tha t ch i ldhoo d storie s d o n ' t com e true , 
it ca n fee l slightl y annoyin g or , a s wit h m y colleague , 

deeply painful . Thos e promise s buil t ou r expectat ion s for  a n idea l 
world, wit h ourselve s a s th e cente r o f at tent ion . It' s startlin g t o dis -
cover o the r player s i n th e stor y wh o d o n ' t car e abou t us . 

This realizatio n bring s u s t o a  crucia l junctur e tha t affect s 
ou r emot iona l outlook . Clingin g t o ch i ldhoo d expectat ion s ca n 
t h r e a d u n h a p p i n e s s t h r o u g h o u t o u r lives . D i sman t l in g thes e 
expectat ions an d accept in g realit y ca n gro w u s towar d maturity . 



LORD, HAV E YO U FORGOTTE N M E ? 

Still, matur i t y d o e s n ' t m e a n givin g u p h o p e s a n d d r e a m s . I t 
means ou r expecta t ion s sta y roo te d i n dail y realit y an d i n th e 
promises w e ca n d e p e n d on . W e find  thos e promise s i n God ' s 
Word: 

"Life will b e tough , bu t I  will neve r leav e you. " 
"Your sin s ar e forgive n an d cas t awa y forever. " 
"I'm prepar in g a  lovel y plac e fo r you i n heaven. " 
When w e shif t ou r expec ta t ion s towar d th e suret y o f th e 

Scriptures, w e discove r tha t a  Kin g descende d t o ear t h fo r us . 
Although H e won' t banis h th e earthl y trial s o f today , He'l l accom -
pany u s towar d th e heavenl y promise s o f tomorrow . An d that ' s a 
story we ca n d e p e n d on . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What chi ldhoo d dream s d idn ' t com e tru e fo r you ? 

2. Ho w hav e chi ldhoo d storie s affecte d your adul t expectations ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Paul remind s Timothy : 

Be strong  in  the  grace  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus. You  should  teach  people 
whom you  can  trust  the  things  you  and  many  others  have  heard  me  saw 
Then they  will  be  able to  teach others.  Share  in  the  troubles  we  have like  a 
mod soldier  of Christ  Jesus. 

Think about  what  I  am  saying,  because  the  Lord  will  give  you  the 
ability to  understand everything. 

But you  have  followed what  I  teach,  the  way  I  live,  my  goal, faith, 
patience, and  love.  You  know  I  never  give  up.  You  know  how  I  have  been 
hurt and  have  suffered,  as  in  Antioch,  I  conium, and  Lystra.  I  have  suf-
fered. but  the  Lord  saved  me  from all  those  troubles.  Everyone  who  wants 
to live as  God  desires, in Christ  Jesus, will  be  hurt. But  people  who are  evil 
and cheat  others  will  go  from  bad  to  worse.  They  will  fool others,  but  they 
will also  be fooling themselves. 

But you  should  continue  following  the  teachings  you  learned.  You 
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know they  are true, because  you trust  those  who taught  you.  Since  you were 
a child  you  have  known  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  able  to  make  you 
wise. And that  wisdom  leads  to salvation through  faith in  Christ  Jesus. All 
Scripture is  given  by  God  and  is  useful  for  teaching,  for  showing  people 
what is  wrong in  their  lives,  for correcting  faults, and  for  teaching  how  to 
live right.  Using  the  Scriptures, the  person who  serves  God will  be  capable, 
having all  that  is  needed to  do every good work. 

—2 Timothy  2:1-3,  7;  3:10-17 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n th e Scr ip ture s he l p yo u deve lo p realisti c expecta -
tions? Ho w ca n the y hel p yo u stil l d rea m dreams ? 

2. Wha t mark s th e dif ferenc e betwee n believin g i n fantasie s an d 
having fait h i n God ' s Word ? 
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Day 

T H E SEARC H FO R 
SUPERWOMAN 

Society expects us to succeed at everything. 
God only  asks us to fulfill His  plan for us. 

everal February s ago , a  f r ien d f ro m Chicag o visite d m e 
for wha t I  though t woul d b e som e seriou s fu n together . 

Before Nanc y arrived , I  mentall y p lanne d ou r activities : cooking , 
shopping, eatin g out , sightseeing , a t tendin g movie s an d theater , 
driving throug h th e mountains , an d talking , talking , talking . 

Nancy ha s bee n m y fr ien d fo r man y years , an d throug h ou r 
twenties an d thirties , w e grabbe d a t lif e with th e "yo u ca n hav e i t 
all" mot t o pound in g i n ou r heads . Durin g ou r time s together , w e 
o f ten analyze d an d strategize d ou r potent ial : wha t we ' d d o n e , 
what w e wer e doing , wha t w e stil l wanted t o do . W e thrive d o n th e 
possibilities ahea d o f us , an d ou r to-d o list s swelled t o th e capacit y 
of Superwoman . 

So I  expected mor e o f th e sam e whe n Nanc y lande d i n Col -
orado Spring s t o spen d severa l day s together . 

T h e first  ful l da y o f he r visit , I  worke d a t th e off ic e an d 
Nancy staye d a t h o m e t o regrou p an d relax . I  kne w he r lif e ha d 
been busy , movin g f ro m a n apar tmen t int o a  fixer-upper  house , 
teaching pian o students , per formin g a t concerts , an d hostessin g 
who-knows-what. Bu t o p e n i n g th e d o o r t o m y c o n d o lat e tha t 

8 



T A L L TALE S 

af te rnoon, I  still anticipate d he r bound in g towar d me , mayb e wit h 
some gourme t goodi e she ' d baked , exudin g he r usua l charm . 

Instead, silenc e greete d me . 
"Nancy?" I  queried, lookin g towar d th e stairway . 
A sob floate d down . 
"Nancy?" 
She appeare d a t th e landing , stil l garbe d i n rob e an d slip -

pers, wit h tissue s clutche d i n he r hands . He r re d eye s suggeste d i t 
hadn ' t bee n a  good day . 

"I 'm sorry, " sh e said . "I'v e bee n cryin g al l day . Lif e i s to o 
much fo r m e righ t now . I  just nee d t o fal l apart. " 

So, a s expected , w e talked . Bu t thi s time , abou t ho w some -
thing insid e he r ha d misfired . Sh e neede d a  break f ro m th e stress ; 
she wante d t o switc h of f th e schedule . Lif e a t h ig h spee d wa s 
burn ing he r up . The r e wasn' t an y mor e sh e coul d give . I  nodde d 
in agreement , thinkin g o f th e wearines s I ' d stuffe d insid e o f me , 
hop ing n o on e ha d noticed , an d wondering , Am  I  really  supposed to 
be doing all  of  this ? 

T h a t ' s w h e n w e rea l ize d tha t , i n o u r f r a n t i c sea rc h fo r 
Superwoman, we' d los t sigh t o f ourselves . 

S 
ince then , we'v e struggle d towar d changin g ou r " I mus t 
do everything " lifestyles . Words lik e focus an d purpose  an d 

priorities floa t th roug h ou r conversations . Mayb e it' s ag e o r per -
h a p s i t ' s t h e c h a n g i n g t imes , b u t w e ' r e m o r e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
harnessing energ y t o d o a  few things well , ra the r tha n accomplish -
ing every th in g tha t s o m e b o d y "ou t t h e r e " expec t s o f u s a n d 
rewarding ourselve s wit h emotiona l breakdowns . 

That 's no t eas y for a goal-driven perso n lik e me . Bu t a s I  focus 
deeper instea d o f wide r an d allo w fo r wh o i  a m instea d o f wh o I 
think I  shoul d be , I ' m happie r an d healthier . Th e numbe r o f m y 
unfulfilled expectation s an d interna l frustration s keep s diminish -
ing. An d it ' s re juvenate d m y relat ionshi p wit h Go d becaus e I ' m 
learning t o do wha t H e ask s of m e an d t o se t asid e th e rest . 

Shakespeare wrot e tha t "expectation s of te n fai l wher e ther e 
are man y promises " (m y translation). 2 Societ y promise s u s tha t w e 
can d o everything , withou t considerin g wh o Go d mad e eac h o f u s 
to b e an d wha t He ' s aske d u s t o do . Society' s promise s fail . It' s no t 
physically possibl e fo r anyon e t o "hav e i t all " an d t o succee d a t 
everything. 



LORD, HAV E YO U FORGETTE N ME ? 

On th e o the r hand , th e Bibl e says , "Thi s i s wha t th e L O R D 

your Go d want s yo u t o do : Respec t th e L O R D you r God , an d d o 
what h e ha s tol d yo u t o do . Lov e him . Serv e th e L O R D you r Go d 
wi th y o u r w h o l e b e i n g , a n d o b e y t h e L O R D ' S c o m m a n d " 
(Deuteronomy 10:12-13) . God ' s promise s neve r fail . He wil l fulfill 
His purpos e fo r eac h o f u s (Psal m 138:8) , i f we'r e willin g t o see k 
and follo w it . 

When w e se t ou r goal s t o d o wha t Go d want s u s t o do , w e n o 
longer nee d t o b e Superwoman . W e ca n follo w Hi s blueprin t fo r 
us, an d wit h Hi s plans , w e ca n suceed . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Coul d to o man y expectation s b e frustratin g yo u an d exhaust -
ing you r effectiveness ? Why, o r wh y not ? 

2. D o an y o f you r expecta t ion s or iginat e f ro m society' s ideals ? 
How d o yo u fee l abou t thes e expectations ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

From th e wis e write r o f Proverbs : 

People may make  plans in  their  minds, 
but only  the  LORD  can  make  them  come  true. 

You may  believe  you are  doing right, 
but the  LORD  will  judge your  reasons. 

Depend on  the  LORD  in  whatever  you  do, 
and your  plans will  succeed. 

The LORD  makes  everything  go  as he pleases. 

Love and  truth  bring  forgiveness  of  sin. 
By respecting  the  LORD  you  will  avoid  evil. 

When people  live so  that they  please the  LORD, 

even their  enemies will  make  peace with them. 
It is  better to be poor and right 

than to  be wealthy and  dishonest. 

40' 
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People may make  plans in  their  minds, 
but the  LORD  decides  what they  will do. 

The words  of  a king  are  like a message  from God, 
so his decisions  should  be  fair. 

It is  better  to get wisdom than  gold, 
and to  choose understanding rather  than  silver! 

Good people stay away  from evil. 
By watching what  they  do, they  protect their  lives. 

Pride will  destroy  a person; 
a proud attitude  leads  to  ruin. 

It is  better to be humble and  be  with those  who suffer 
than to  share stolen property with  the  proud. 

Whoever listens  to  what is  taught will  succeed, 
and whoever  trusts  the  LORD  will  be  happy. 

—Proverbs 16:1-4,  6-10,  16-20 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u discove r wha t Go d want s yo u t o d o an d alig n 
yourself wit h thes e expectations ? 

2. Ar e yo u willin g t o le t g o o f unfulfi l le d desire s tha t ma y no t b e 
part o f God ' s pla n fo r you? Explain . 
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MIRROR, MIRRO R 
ON THE WAL L 
We can expect too much from the  body 

and not  enough from the  eternal spirit. 

M 
irror, mirro r o n th e wall , who' s go t th e faires t breast s o f 
all? 

For the pas t te w years , thi s questio n ha s loome d larg e (par -
d o n t h e p u n ) i n t h e m i n d s o f A m e r i c a n w o m e n . Wi t h t h e 
market ing an d ba n o f silicon e breas t implants , wha t wome n carr y 
upf ron t ha s obsesse d th e media , th e medica l communit y and , o f 
course, wome n themselves . 

In th e leas t likel y places , wome n ar e discussin g mammar y 
glands. 

Recently, I  delayed a n all-da y meet in g tha t I  was supposed t o 
lead. S o th e group—al l wome n f ro m thei r lat e twentie s t o mid-for -
ties—chatted whil e waitin g fo r me . 

Later I  asked m y assistant , "Wha t di d th e wome n tal k abou t 
while the y waited? " 

"Breasts." 
"What?" 
"You kno w .  .  .  breasts," sh e answere d again . 
"Breasts?" 
"Yeah. Th e size , th e shape—tha t kin d o f stuff. " 
And thes e wer e commit te d Christia n women . 

12 
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Actually, the curren t obsessio n wit h breast s isn' t new . Fo r 
centuries, wome n hav e scrutinize d thei r chest s fo r reas -

surance o f thei r femininity . An d mor e of te n tha n not , we'v e fel t 
disappointed wit h wha t w e see . Somehow , whe n i t concern s ou r 
breasts, ou r perspectiv e get s distorted . They ' r e e i the r to o small , 
too big , to o low , to o uneven , o r to o somethin g else . 

Even m y mother , who' s consistentl y reluctan t t o tal k abou t 
her body , onc e admit ted , "Whe n I  was young, I  always fel t embar -
rassed a b o u t m y breas ts . The y wer e to o big. " Bu t l ook in g a t 
photos o f Mo m i n he r twenties , I  se e a  bod y tha t wome n toda y 
spend mil l ion s o f dol lar s t o achieve : a  vo lup tuou s chest , thi n 
arms, a  tin y waist , s lende r legs . An d I  doubt that , strollin g alon g a 
street wit h Mom , m y da d fel t any hin t o f humiliat ion . 

And tha t bring s u p men . A  goo d por t io n o f ou r expecta -
t ions a b o u t breast s pivot s o n their  expec ta t ion s a b o u t breasts . 
W h e n Mar i e A n t o i n e t t e t r ave le d f r o m Aus t r i a t o m e e t h e r 
f iance, th e fu tu r e Loui s XV I o f France , th e e lde r king , Loui s XV , 
sent a  cou r t i e r t o g r ee t h e r part y a t t h e F renc h b o r d e r . T h e 
court ier the n gal lope d hi s hors e bac k t o Loui s X V t o repor t o n 
the br ide . 

The elde r Loui s immediatel y asked , "Wha t d o yo u thin k o f 
her? Ha s sh e an y bosom?" 3 

In th e e n d , i t ' s t ragi c ho w m u c h e m p h a s i s w e plac e o n 
female bod y part s tha t Go d ordaine d fo r eac h woman . Jus t as k a 
woman wit h a  mastectomy . She ' d sa y any kin d o f breast s woul d b e 
bet ter tha n n o n e a t all . 

That 's the proble m wit h to o muc h expectatio n abou t bod y 
parts. W e los e touc h wit h th e fac t that , compare d t o man y 

people, we'r e for tunat e t o hav e them , especiall y i f they'r e i n goo d 
working order . 

Now don ' t tak e thi s wrong. Attentio n t o healt h an d fitness  i s 
good. Obsessio n wit h bod y shap e i s no t good . It' s anti-biblical . 
T h e psalmis t praise d God , saying , "Yo u mad e m e i n a n amazin g 
and wonder fu l way . Wha t yo u hav e d o n e i s wonde r fu l " (Psal m 
139:14). I ' m sur e Go d woul d appreciat e ou r concentra t in g mor e 
on what ' s w o n d e r f u l abou t Hi s c rea t io n tha n o n society' s dis -
torted standar d fo r bodil y perfection . 

Even more , Go d want s u s t o nur tu r e what ' s insid e o f us : th e 
eternal spirit . N o a m o u n t o f le g lift s can compensat e fo r a  crabb y 

13 



LORD, HAV E Y o u FORGOTTE N M E ? 

and corrup t soul . An d it' s no t ou r leotard s tha t attrac t other s t o 
Christ o r prepar e a  h o m e fo r u s i n heaven . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Are yo u disappointe d wit h an y part(s ) o f you r body ? I f so , why ? 

2. O n wha t d o yo u bas e thes e bodil y expectations ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A description o f th e body' s natur e an d use : 

We have this  treasure  from God,  but  we  are like clay jars that  hold  the  trea-
sure. This  shows  that  the  great power is  from God,  not  from us.  We  have 
troubles all  around  us,  but  we  are not  defeated.  We  do not  know  what  to 
do, but  we  do not  give up  the  hope of living. 

Our physical  body  is  becoming  older  and  weaker,  but  our  spirit 
inside us  is  made new  every  day. We  have small  troubles  for a  while  now, 
but they  are helping us  gain an  eternal  glory that is  much greater  than the 
troubles. We  set our eyes  not on  what  we  see,  but on  what  we  cannot  see. 
What we  see will last  only  a  short  time,  but  what  we  cannot  see  will last 

forever. 
We know that  our  body—the  tent  we  live  in  here  on earth—will  be 

destroyed. But  when  that  happens,  God  will  have  a  house  for us.  It  will 
not be  a house  made  by  human hands;  instead,  it  will  be  a home  in  heav-
en that  will  last  forever. But  now  we  groan in  this  tent.  We  want God  to 
give us  our  heavenly  home,  because  it  will  clothe  us  so  we  will  not  be 
naked. While  we  live in  this  body,  we have burdens,  and  we  groan. We  do 
not want  to  be  naked, but  we  want to  be  clothed with  our  heavenly  home. 
Then this  body  that  dies  will  be  fully covered  with life.  This  is  what  God 
made us  for, and  he  has given  us  the  Spirit to  be a guarantee for  this  new 
life. 

—2 Corinthians  4:7-8,  16b-18;  5:1-5 
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YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u brin g expectat ion s abou t you r bod y int o God ' s 
perspective? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u begi n t o nur tu r e you r spiri t more ? 



NOBODY G O T TH E 
PERFECT PRINC E 

Men can't fill an internal  gap 
that only  God's Spirit  can  satisfy. 

A 
t on e time , th e satiris t Doroth y Parke r worke d alon e i n a 
small offic e i n th e Metropol i ta n O p e r a Hous e i n Ne w 

York City . Sh e go t lonel y an d depresse d becaus e fe w people visite d 
her there . 

T h e n o n e day , a  s ignwrite r visite d Doro th y t o pa in t h e r 
name o n th e office' s outsid e door . Thinkin g abou t he r solitude , 
Dorothy convince d hi m otherwise . T h e signwrite r pa in te d th e 
word, GENTLEMEN. 4 

I hav e fr iend s who woul d hav e loved  to han g ou t a  sig n title d 
"Gent lemen" an d the n watc h me n wal k ra the r urgentl y towar d 
them. I ' m sur e thes e wome n woul d hav e place d a n even t lik e tha t 
in th e categor y o f Drea m Com e True . However , mos t o f u s hav e 
grown t o expec t th e me n i n ou r live s t o arriv e intermittently , wit h 
noticeable pause s an d som e coaxin g i n between . 

Of course , that ' s onl y unti l Princ e Charmin g appears , who m 
we marr y an d liv e wit h happil y eve r after . Right ? 

Well, sor t o f . .  .  and no t always . 
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same f r iend s woul d sa y thei r me n d idn ' t tur n ou t a s 
princely a s they' d hoped . Mor e tha n onc e I'v e listene d t o 

a woma n haltingl y say , "Yo u know , m y husban d (boyfriend ) isn' t 
who I  though t he ' d be. " Bu t unles s he ' s abusiv e o r en t renche d i n 
o ther harmfu l acts , tha t admissio n n o longe r alarm s me . Discover -
ing a  m a n ' s fa l l ib i l i t y set s t h e f o u n d a t i o n f o r a  r e a l — a n d 
realistic—relationship. I t seem s tha t ever y coupl e need s a n "awak -
ening time " t o plung e the m int o a  mor e meaningful , life-lastin g 
union. 

Still, there ' s ano the r statemen t I'v e hear d mor e tha n once , 
and it' s scar y eac h tim e I  hea r it . It' s whe n a  woma n says , " I lea n 
on m y husban d (boyfriend ) mor e tha n I  depend o n Clod. " (Actu -
ally, sh e doesn ' t hav e t o say  thi s t o deciphe r tha t she' s doing  it. ) 
That ' s whe n sh e ignore s he r manda t e t o lov e Go d mor e tha n any -
one els e an d t o avoi d idol s (Deuteronom y 5 : 9; 6:5) . 

Idols? 
Well, yes . I f idol s ar e thing s tha t supersed e Go d i n ou r lives , 

then a  lo t o f u s tro d shak y groun d i n regar d t o ou r men . Bu t it' s 
not jus t marr ie d women . W e al l kno w singl e wome n wh o woul d 
rather di e tha n sta y unmarr ied . Unfortunately , wome n wh o wav e 
the A-Man-Or-I'U-Di e banne r ar e tryin g t o plu g a n interna l ga p 
that onl y God ' s Spiri t ca n fill. 

W h e n w e plac e godl ik e expec t a t i on s o n m e n — w h e n w e 
want the m t o mak e u p fo r what ' s missin g insid e o f us—the y can ' t 
help bu t disappoin t us . Go d forme d the m fro m th e ear th ' s dust , 
and i n th e wa y o f al l idols , the y wil l eventuall y crumble . Wit h thi s 
in m ind , w e ca n plac e m e n wher e the y r ightful l y be long : no t 
above us , no t belo w us , bu t alongsid e u s a s partner s i n living . 

Ironically, whe n w e giv e u p ou r grea t expectation s fo r an d 
abou t m e n , everybod y relaxe s an d ou r relat ionship s wit h the m 
improve. I n a  sense , we'v e le t Go d b e Go d an d me n b e men—an d 
we rea p th e benefi t f ro m both . That ' s no t t o sa y we condon e child -
ish o r chauvinisti c behavio r f ro m men ; rather , w e mak e roo m fo r 
their humanity . Becaus e a s far as I  can tell , i n marriag e o r i n o the r 
relationships wit h males , nobod y go t th e perfec t prince . 

It 's f o r t u n a t e, t h o u g h , tha t m e n a r e n ' t per fec t , becaus e 
w o m e n a r e n ' t flawless , e i the r . I n male- femal e re la t ion -
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ships, w e nee d t o forgiv e an d forge t a  lo t o f persona l j u n k f ro m 
the opposit e sex . 

I t ' s p a i n f u l t o r e l a t e t o p e o p l e w h o d e n y t h e p a n g s o f 
humanity and , consequently , d o n ' t unders tan d o r allo w fo r ou r 
imperfec t ions . W o m e n of te n compla i n abou t thi s i n men . Bu t 
when w e hea p unrealisti c expectation s fo r princelines s o n males , 
a ren ' t w e doin g th e sam e t o them ? 

Someday ove r lunc h I ' d lov e t o hea r on e o f u s say , "Yo u 
know, whe n I  qui t expect in g hi m t o mak e u p fo r what ' s wron g 
with me , ou r relationshi p becam e mor e satisfying. " 

So far , I ' m stil l waiting . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What ar e you r expectation s fo r th e me n i n you r life ? 

2. An y chanc e you ' r e expectin g me n t o fil l a  ga p tha t onl y Go d 
can satisfy ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Moses gav e God ' s c o m m a n d t o th e Israelites : 

You must  not  worship  or  serve any idol,  because  I,  the  LORD  your  God,  am 
a jealous God. 

These are  the  commands,  rules,  and  laws  that  the  LORD  your  God 
told me  to teach you  to  obey in the  land  you  are  crossing the  Jordan River 
to take. You,  your chidren,  ana  your  grandchidren must  respect  the  LORD 

your God  as long  as  you live.  Obey  all his  rules  and  commands  I  give you 
so that  you  will  live  a  long  time.  Listen,  Israel,  and  carefully  obey  these 
laws. 

Listen, people  of  Israel!  The  LORD  our  God  is  the  only  LORD.  Love 
the LORD  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  all  your  soul,  and  all  your 
strength. Always  remember  these commands I  give you  today.  Teach  them 
to \our  children,  and  talk  about  them  when  you  sit  at  home  and  walk 
along the  road,  when  you  lie  down and  when  you  get up. 

—Deuteronomy 5:9;  6:1-3a,  4-7 
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Paul warne d th e Colossians : 

As you  received  Christ  Jesus the  Lord, so  continue to  live in  him.  Keep  your 
roots deep in  him  and  have  your  lives  built  on  him.  Be  strong in  the  faith, 
just as  you were  taught, and  always  be  thankful. 

Be sure  that  no  one  leads  you  away  with  false  and  empty  teaching 
that is  only human,  which  comes  from the  ruling spirits  of  this world,  and 
not from Christ.  All  of  God lives  in  Christ  fully (even  when  Christ  was  on 
earth), and  you  have  a  full and  true  life  in  Christ,  who  is  ruler  over  all 
rulers and  powers. 

So do  not  let  anyone make  rules  for you  about  eating  and  drinking 
or about a  religious  feast, a  New Moon  Festival,  or  a Sabbath  day. 

They do  not  hold  tightly  to  Christ,  the  head.  It  is  from him  that  all 
the parts of  the  body are cared for and  held  together.  So it  grows in  the  way 
God wants  it  to  grow. 

—Colossians 2:6-10,  16,  19 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u de te rmin e i f you lov e Go d a s H e aske d u s t o lov e 
Him? 

2. Ho w coul d lovin g Go d abov e everyon e els e affec t your expecta -
tions abou t men ? 
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H I H O , IT' S O F F 
TO WOR K W E G O 

When we expect  work to  substitute 
for character,  we  wind  up  feeling empty. 

la re B o o t h e Luc e g r a b b e d f o r eve ry th in g sh e cou l d 
squeeze ou t o f lif e an d accompl i shments . Bor n i n th e 

t enements , a t a n earl y ag e Clar e vowe d t o abando n obscurit y an d 
b e c o m e memorab l e th roug h he r wor k an d associations . 

T h a t sh e did . I n th e 1930s , sh e ros e t o managin g edito r o f 
Vanity Fair.  Throug h he r late r marriag e t o Henr y Luce , sh e influ -
enced th e ma n wh o create d th e TIME , INC. , publishin g empire . 
Toge the r , the y gre w powerfull y rich . 

But fo r Clare , tha t wasn' t enough . Afte r stint s i n magazin e 
p u b l i s h i n g , sh e als o wrot e m u c h - a c c l a i m e d plays , serve d tw o 
terms i n Congress , an d becam e th e Uni te d State s ambassado r t o 
Italy. Clare ' s wor k accomplishment s labele d he r " a woma n ahea d 
of he r time. " And t o to p i t off , she fashionabl y displaye d he r beau -
tiful face an d figure. 

T o th e public , ther e wasn' t anythin g Clar e couldn ' t do , noth -
ing sh e d idn ' t own . I n private , he r fr iend s and famil y observed tha t 
she relentlessl y pursue d wha t sh e neve r achieved : inne r peace . 

Clare c o m p e t e d agains t Henr y fo r f am e an d resente d hi s 
control ove r th e business . Sh e ignore d he r daughte r an d collecte d 
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enemies almos t a s fast as she engage d i n lov e affairs with intriguin g 
men . Sh e suffere d pa rano i d depression s an d thwarte d Henry ' s 
at tempts a t divorc e whe n thei r marriag e shrivele d becaus e o f he r 
selfishness. 

For Clare , possess in g m o r e t ha n a n y o n e els e wa s neve r 
enough . 

"One achieve s s o muc h les s tha n one ' s expecta t ions , " sh e 
said towar d th e en d o f he r life . " I wa s th inkin g a t o n e t im e o f 
writ ing m y memoi r s an d callin g it , 'Confess ion s o f a n Unsuc -
cessful Woman . ' I'v e d o n e to o man y thing s an d i t doesn ' t stac k 
up."5 

How ca n a  woma n achiev e s o m u c h an d stil l fee l unsuc -
cessful? It ' s no t becaus e sh e shou ldn ' t b e working . Jus t 

as H e di d wit h Ada m an d Ev e i n th e Garden , Go d give s us jobs t o 
complete . Innately , w e fee l a  perso n shoul d wor k a t something . 
Even i f w e d o n ' t lik e th e kin d o f wor k sh e choose s o r ho w sh e 
accomplishes i t o r th e fac t tha t sh e doesn ' t ge t pai d fo r it . W e 
want t o know , "What , exactly , doe s tha t woma n do?" 

But wher e a  woma n work s isn' t th e rea l c r ippler , e i ther . 
Whether sh e work s i n th e home , i n th e marketplace , o r i n bot h 
isn't wha t undergird s o r undermine s he r satisfaction . No r i s i t th e 
n u m b e r o f accomplishment s an d kudo s sh e acquires . It' s who tha t 
woman i s being  while  sh e works . 

Is sh e th e kin d o f perso n Go d ask s he r t o be ? Thi s i s th e 
most importan t quest ion—an d it' s muc h mor e difficul t t o answer . 
This questio n addresse s he r character . 

And i f I  couldn 't sho w i t off in a  tangibl e way , I  wasn't muc h inter -
ested i n it . However , tha t c h a n g e d whe n I  r eache d th e la w o f 
d iminish ing re tu rn s wit h m y work . I  collecte d m o r e an d m o r e 
accomplishments an d fel t les s an d les s satisfie d wit h them . I t wa s 
as i f I ' d d roppe d the m int o a  bottomless hol e insid e o f me , onl y t o 
feel endlessl y empty . 

That ' s whe n a  f r ien d timidl y ventured , "Judy , wh o ar e yo u 
being? Mayb e yo u nee d t o wor k o n wh o yo u ar e mor e tha n wha t 
you do. " 
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I too k tha t c o m m e n t a s a n insult , bu t eventuall y too k i t t o 
heart . (Sometime s w e nee d a  jol t t o change directio n an d sav e th e 
soul.) I  believe d wholeheartedl y tha t I  wa s following  God ' s pur -
pose fo r m y life—tha t I  was doin g th e wor k H e create d m e t o do . 
But I ' d omit te d th e o the r hal f o f th e spiritua l equat ion . Throug h 
my work , Go d wante d m e t o expres s Hi s character : t o b e wh o H e 
wanted m e t o be . 

I wish I  could sa y tha t no w I ' m transforme d an d alway s fee l 
more concerne d abou t buildin g m y characte r tha n m y resume . 
Tha t fac t is , being  start s a  l ifelon g proces s o f learnin g th e har d 
way. Th e mos t difficul t decision s o f ou r career s emerg e whe n w e 
begin valuin g characte r mor e tha n conquest s i n th e workplace . 

The marketplac e expect s u s t o prov e ou r wort h b y our work . 
God want s u s t o b e worth y wome n o f character . A t th e en d o f ou r 
lives, th e differenc e betwee n thes e tw o wil l de te rmin e ho w thing s 
stack u p fo r us . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Wha t ar e you r expectation s fo r work a t h o m e o r i n th e market -
place? 

2. At work , ho w doe s you r being  compare t o you r doing? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

About th e workin g woma n i n Proverbs : 

She looks  for wool  and flax 
and likes  to work with  her  hands. 

She is  like a trader's  ship, 
bringing food from far  away. 

She gets up while  it  is  still dark 
and prepares  food for  her  family 
and feeds  her  servant girls. 

She inspects  a  field  and  buys  it. 
With money  she earned, she  plants a  vineyard. 
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She does  her work with  energy, 
and her  arms are  strong. 

She knows that  what  she  makes  is  good. 
Her lamp  bums  late  into  the  night. 

She makes  thread  with  her  hands 
and weaves  her  own cloth. 

She welcomes  the poor 
and helps  the needy. 

She does not  worry  about her  family when  it  snows, 
because they  all have  fine clothes  to keep them warm. 

She makes  coverings  for herself; 
her clothes  are  made  of  linen  and  other  expensive 

material. 
She makes  linen  clothes  and sells  them 

and provides  belts  to the merchants. 
She is  strong and  is  respected  by the people. 

She looks  forward to  the future with  joy. 
She speaks  wise  words 

and teaches  others to be kind. 
She watches  over  her family 

and never  wastes  her  time. 
Her children  speak  well  of her. 

Her husband  also  praises her, 
saying, "There  are  many fine women, 

but you are  better than all  of  them. " 
Charm can  fool you,  and  beauty  can  trick  you, 

but a  woman  who  respects  the  LORD  should  be 
praised. 

Give her  the reward she  has  earned; 
she should  be  praised in  public  for  what  she  has 

done. 
—Proverbs 31:13-22,  24-31 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w doe s thi s idea l workin g woma n balanc e doing  wit h being? 

2. Wha t helpfu l insight s coul d thi s woman brin g t o you r less-than -
ideal workplace ? 
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WHERE A R E TH E 
EMPEROR'S 
CLOTHES? 

If we expect  leaders to  be flawless, 
they'll disappoint us. 

ut th e empero r i s naked, " th e littl e bo y whispere d t o hi s 
father. 

Startled, th e fa the r looke d a t hi s son , the n a t th e emp e ro r 
parading b y hi s subjects . Perhap s th e bo y was right . 

The fathe r ha d hear d storie s abou t thei r leader ' s ridiculou s 
obsession wit h clothes . Ho w th e e m p e r o r woul d r a the r spen d 
t ime admi r in g hi s c lo the s close t tha n inspec t in g th e soldiers , 
a t tending th e theater , o r an y o the r o f hi s duties . An d how , lately , 
two weaver s ha d capture d th e emperor ' s undivide d attentio n an d 
deep financia l pocket s wit h thei r promis e o f sewin g hi m splendi d 
garments, unlik e an y i n th e world . 

Accord ing t o th e weavers , th e clot h the y c rea te d fo r th e 
emperor looke d extraordinaril y beautiful , bu t i t als o hel d strang e 
powers. I t wa s invisibl e t o anyon e unfi t fo r offic e o r unforgivabl y 
stupid. 

If I owned that  cloth,  then I'd  know  which  of  my councilors were unfit 
for their  jobs—and I  could pick out  the  clever ones for myself,  the empero r 
though t . T h e n h e gav e th e weaver s money , Fin e silk , an d gol d 
thread s o the y coul d begi n creatin g thei r masterpiece . 
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After a  while , th e e m p e r o r fel t curiou s abou t th e weavers ' 
progress, bu t h e fel t reluctan t t o visi t thei r sho p fo r fea r he ' d se e 
n o t h i n g o n th e loom s an d prov e hi s ow n stupidity . Instead , h e 
commissioned hi s faithfu l pr ime ministe r t o inspec t th e wor k an d 
to repor t o n it s appearance . 

By then , th e townspeopl e ha d hear d o f th e cloth ' s magica l 
powers an d eagerl y awaite d f indin g out , a s the y suspected , tha t 
their ne ighbor s wer e unfi t o r unintel l igent . Th e pr im e ministe r 
felt t h e pressur e a s h e hur r i e d t o th e shop . I f s o man y peop l e 
believed, the n he ' d believe , too . 

Upon arrival , th e ol d pr im e ministe r witnesse d th e weaver s 
furiously a t work , bu t h e sa w nothin g o n th e looms . Afrai d o f los -
ing hi s j o b , h e a d j u s t e d hi s glasse s a n d e x c l a i m e d , "Wha t a 
beautiful cloth ! Wha t pattern s an d colors! " H e repor te d th e sam e 
to th e emperor . 

At this point , th e empero r fel t h e possesse d a  ne w wa y t o 
test hi s s ta f f ' s c o m p e t e n c y . H e sen t a n o t h e r t rus t e d 

c o u n c i l o r t o t h e s h o p , a n d f e a r i n g s tup id i ty , t h e m a n als o 
de s c r i bed a  magn i f i c en t p iec e o f clot h t o hi s excel lency . T h e 
weavers increase d thei r a m o u n t o f t im e a t th e looms—an d th e 
n u m b e r o f coin s an d supplies  they  neede d t o accomnlis h th e task . 

Finally, th e empero r visite d th e sho p himself . 
Oh, no,  it's  just as  I  feared, h e though t whil e scrutinizin g th e 

loom agai n an d again . I'm  unfit  to  be  the ruler  of  this  kingdom.  But  I 
don't need  to  let anyone know.  T h e empe ro r aske d th e weaver s t o cu t 
the imaginar y clot h int o trousers , a  roya l rob e an d a  t ra in—an d 
agreed t o wea r the m a t a  gran d processio n throug h town . 

'This materia l i s so light , i t feel s lik e a  spider' s web, " sai d th e 
swindling weaver s a s the empero r p re tende d t o pu t o n hi s ne w out -
fit. Those a roun d hi m agreed , an d commente d o n it s great beauty . 
By now , th e empero r fel t s o muc h pressur e no t t o disappoin t hi s 
subjects h e swallowe d hi s disma y an d cont inue d th e charade . 

Two g e n t l e m e n o f th e imperia l b e d c h a m b e r f u m b l e d t o 
pick u p th e imaginar y trai n a s th e empe ro r exite d th e palac e t o 
the cheer s o f a n ador in g crowd . .  .  .  6 

Sometimes, our expectat ion s fo r leader s ar e s o unrealisti c 
they c a n ' t h e l p bu t d i s a p p o i n t us . S o m e t i m e s , t hos e 
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expec ta t ions disguis e a  fea r o f ourselves . An d somet imes , w e 
shouldn ' t follo w leader s becaus e the y d o stupi d things . 

It's ou r responsibilit y t o discern—an d realisticall y respon d 
to—the options . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Wha t expectation s d o yo u hav e fo r spiritua l leaders ? Ar e thes e 
expectat ions realistic ? 

2. Ho w d o yo u fee l abou t followin g a  flawe d spiritua l leader ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Realistic instruction s fo r God ' s people : 

God chose  you to  be  his people,  so  I  urge  you now  to  live  the  life  to  which 
God called  you.  Always  be  humble,  gentle,  and  patient,  accepting  each 
other in  love.  You  are  joined together  with  peace  through  the  Spirit,  so 
make every  effort to  continue  together  in this  way.  There  is  one  body  and 
one Spirit,  and  God  called  you  to  have one  hope.  There  is one  Lord,  one 
faith, and  one  baptism.  There  is  one  God  and  Father  of  everything.  He 
rules everything and  is  everywhere and is  in everything. 

Christ gave each  one of us the  special gift of  grace, showing how  gen-
erous he is. That  is  why it  says in  the  Scriptures, 

"When he  went up  to  the heights, 
he led a parade of  captives, 
and he  gave gifts  to  people. " 

And Christ  gave  gifts  to  people—he made  some  to  be  apostles, some 
to be  prophets, some  to  go and  tell  the  Good  News, and  some  to  have  the 
work of caring for and  teaching  God's  people. Christ  gave those  gifts to  pre-
pare God's  holy  people for the  work  of  serving, to  make  the  body  of Christ 
stronger. This  work  must  continue  until  we  are all  joined together  in  the 
same faith and  in  the  same knowledge  of  the Son of  God.  We  must become 
like a  mature  person,  growing  until  we  become  like Christ  and  have  his 
perfection. 
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Then we  will no  longer  be  babies. We  will not  be  tossed about  like  a 
ship that  the  waves  carry  one  way  and  then  another.  We  will  not  be 
influenced by  every new  teaching  we  hear  from people  who  are  trying  to 
fool us.  They  make  plans  and  try  any kind  of  trick  to  fool people  into  fol-
lowing the  wrong  path.  No!  Speaking  the  truth with  love,  we  will grow up 
in every  way  into  Christ,  who  is  the  head.  The  whole  body  depends  on 
Christ, and  all  the  parts  of  the  body  are  joined and  held  together.  Each 
part does  its  own  work  to  make  the  whole  body  grow and  be  strong with 
love. 

In the  Lord's name,  I  tell  you this.  Do  not  continue  living  like  those 
who do  not  believe.  Their  thoughts  are  worth nothing.  They  do  not  under-
stand, and  they  know nothing,  because  they refuse to listen. So  they cannot 
have the  life  that God  gives. 

—Ephesians 4:  lb-8, 11-18 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u discer n who m t o choos e a s your spiritua l leader ? 

2. Whe n allowin g fo r a  leader ' s humanity , ho w fa r i s too far ? 
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REALITY G A P 

When your life  and expectations  don' t meet 

s long as  we writers (and speakers)  tout our  successes 
and gloss  over  our  failures,  we  perpetuate  the  myth 

that if  one  is  committed  in  faith,  vigilant  in  relationships, 
organized in  habits.  Positive  in  outlook  .  .  .  the  mod  life  is 
well nigh  inevitable.  The  real  woman  who  is  living  in  the 
trenches begins  to  think  that  others  succeed where  she alone 
fails. She  looks  at the  bookshelves  and imagines  a  composite 
woman who  can do it  all, while  she can do  hardly anything. 

She may  come  to believe  she is  unique  in  her  disap-
pointments and  failures.  A  suspicion  of  inadequacy  creeps 
into her  life, and with  it  comes  isolation. Unable  to articulate 
her frustrations, she  becomes  vaguely  disconcerted  and 
increasingly alone  with  her  problems.7 

Alice Slaike u Lawhead , 
The Lie of  the Good Life 
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LORd, HAV E You FORget tE N ME ? 

" T h i s is insanity! I s thi s wha t I  get fo r followin g You , God? " 
I s lumpe d t o th e f loo r an d sobbed . M y dream s wer e smol -

dering, an d I  wanted t o joi n th e ashes . Just a  fe w nights befor e I ' d 
driven t o th e ocea n wit h thought s o f wadin g i n permanently . Bu t 
imagining a  grief-stricke n famil y an d greet in g m y ow n cowardic e 
stopped me . S o ther e I  sat, i n a  di m offic e late a t night , angr y an d 
afraid. 

After a  while , th e tear s d r ie d an d m y sob s dwindle d t o a 
silent moan . I  pulled mysel f upright , an d i n m y exhausted , mixed -
u p thinking , I  fel t mor e alarme d b y a  fres h den t i n th e wal l tha n 
my deat h wish . Droppin g t o th e f loo r again , I  shakil y picke d u p 
bits o f glass , h o p i n g t o r e m o v e an y e v i d e n c e s o c o l l e a g u e s 
wouldn ' t as k question s th e nex t morning . 

ing, lef t famil y an d f r i end s t o e n t e r Chris t ia n wor k tw o state s 
away. Friend s fel t unanimous : th e mov e wonderful l y combine d 
my talents , training , an d desir e t o serv e God . I  left for th e ne w j o b 
excited an d purposeful . 

Soon after , lif e crumbled . I  hate d m y j ob an d apar tment . I t 
was toug h finding  fr iend s outsid e o f work . I ' d take n a  salar y cu t 
and m y mone y dwindled . M y car disintegrate d a t th e rat e o f a  fe w 
h u n d r e d dol lar s eac h m o n t h . A  po ten t i a l r o m a n c e fizzled . I 
developed healt h problems . I  felt lonely . 

After a  fe w years , t hough , c i rcumstance s improve d an d I 
began t o as k Go d fo r m y drea m job . T h e hop e o f tha t ultimat e 
goal ha d h e l p e d m e t o persevere , an d no w tha t I ' d "pai d m y 
dues," I  fel t certai n Go d woul d answe r m y reques t an d bles s me . 
So month s later , i t delighte d m e t o finally  sens e God ' s go-ahea d 
on a  positio n wit h anothe r company . 

Unfortunately, thi s ne w j ob d roppe d m e t o m y knees , scut -
tling fo r broke n bit s o f glass , searchin g fo r f ragment s o f myself . 
After eigh t month s o f employment , th e compan y terminate d m y 
job . I  fel t s t randed : n o j o b i n sight , n o mone y o r famil y t o fal l 
back on , n o emotiona l reserv e t o cope , n o trus t tha t Go d woul d 
rescue me . Caugh t i n th e ga p betwee n m y dream s an d reality , I 
thought th e Lor d ha d abandone d me . 
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picked u p th e glas s o n m y offic e desk an d hurle d i t a t th e 
wall. A s shattere d bit s sprea d acros s th e carpet . I  choked . 

had starte d wit h goo d intentions . Severa l year s b e f o r e , I ' d 
resigned a  secula r jo b and , convince d o f th e Lord ' s lead -



CAUGHT I N THE  REALIT Y G A P 

With hindsight , I  know tha t Go d didn ' t forsak e me . I n fact , I 
can t rac e ho w H e worke d b e h i n d th e scene s fo r m y eventua l 
good. Bu t tha t night , nobod y coul d hav e convince d m e o f Hi s 
care o r presence . 

hen w e discove r tha t lif e an d ou r expec ta t ion s d o n ' t 
meet , it' s difficul t t o loo k pas t th e pai n towar d anythin g 

better. An d fo r a  while , w e nee d permissio n t o fee l th e emot ion s 
of th e realit y gap . Th e realit y ga p i s tha t unwante d spac e betwee n 
what w e wan t lif e t o b e an d wha t i t ha s actuall y become . 

Landing i n thi s ga p ca n fee l devastating , bu t i t doesn ' t hav e 
to destro y us . Rather , w e ca n us e th e d isappoin tmen t t o evaluate , 
re-direct, an d motivat e u s towar d bet te r living , eve n th e fulfill -
m e n t o f o u r d r e a m s . Bu t f i rs t w e n e e d e m e r g e n c y ai d a n d 
reassurance afte r th e cras h landing . An d tha t begin s b y leanin g 
into God ' s welcomin g arms . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

Part Tw o ca n hel p yo u see k God ' s he l p a s yo u recko n wit h th e 
reality gap . 

1. What i s the natur e o f your realit y gap ? 

2. Ho w doe s i t fee l t o lan d i n thi s gap ? 

3. Ho w d o yo u fee l towar d God ? 
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Day 

Y o u C A N TRUS T 
YOUR FEELING S 

Emotions can  reveal our  soul's condition 
while we're  waiting for God's  answers. 

I 
s lumpe d bac k i n th e c h u r c h pe w a s th e yout h g r o u p 
leader scrawle d an d squeake d a  diagra m o n th e chalk -

board. If  I've  seen  that  diagram  once,  I've  seen  it  a  thousand  times,  I 
thought , borrowin g an d editin g m y mother ' s favorit e retor t whe n 
she wa s disgusted wit h daughter s wh o d idn ' t listen . 

The phras e fit  th e momen t becaus e I  fel t annoyed , too . No , 
m a y b e I  f e l t m o r e d i s m a y e d . O r a p a t h e t i c . Yes , a p a t h e t i c 
described m e nicely . Som e tim e ago , I ' d passe d frustrat io n an d 
anguish. Fo r th e sak e o f m y teenage d life , I  cou ldn ' t alig n wit h 
this drawin g that , onc e again , emerge d a t a  Bible-stud y lesson . 
And I  felt tired o f trying . 

So I  reluctantl y eye d eac h o f th e thre e "cars " tha t fo rme d a 
yellow, chalk y "train " o n th e boar d i n f ron t o f me . He ' d boldl y 
titled th e train' s engin e wit h th e wor d FACT . Thi s wa s th e mos t 
important trai n ca r becaus e i t provide d th e powe r t o pul l th e oth -
ers. Spirituall y speaking , thi s mean t w e neede d t o cente r ou r live s 
firmly o n biblica l facts . 

This wa s fine  b y me . I n m y first  decade , I ' d garnere d severa l 
p e r f e c t - a t t e n d a n c e pin s a n d o u t - q u o t e d ever y ki d a t Sunda y 
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school, thre e year s i n a  row , t o wi n th e Scriptur e memor y contest . 
I kne w plent y o f facts—an d I  believed them . 

T h e secon d trai n ca r jus t sa t there , holdin g tw o o the r car s 
together . However , fo r spiritua l application , ou r leade r marke d i t 
FAITH. H e sai d thi s ca r hel d dee p meanin g fo r ou r smal l ban d o f 
half-listening learners . H e tol d u s that , afte r basin g ou r spiritua l 
walk o n th e facts , we neede d t o exercis e faith . 

Faith sounde d oka y b y me , too . Ye t i t somehow alway s e lude d 
me. I n th e las t year , I ' d believe d mysel f pepp y enoug h t o jo in th e 
drill team , bu t thi s h o n o r ha d e m b r a c e d o t h e r youn g women . 
Still, I  ha d fait h i n th e fait h car . I  kne w fait h ushe re d m e int o 
God 's Kingdom , an d i t seeme d I ' d alway s believe d that . I t wa s th e 
day-to-day stuf f tha t neede d workin g out . 

It was th e inevitabl e thir d car—th e caboose—tha t continual -
ly baffle d me . O n c e again , I  face d it s title : FEELING . O u r yout h 
g r o u p leader , wh o of te n expresse d volatil e feelings , said , "T o b e a 
growing Christian , w e mus t pu t awa y ou r feeling s an d d e p e n d o n 
facts and faith. " T he implication : Don ' t trus t feelings , especiall y i f 
they affec t you r re la t ionshi p wit h God . They ' r e unrel iabl e an d 
bad. We ' r e carna l t o giv e i n t o them . 

T h e m a n m i g h t a s wel l hav e to l d m e t o s to p b r e a t h i n g . 
Descended f r o m genera t ion s o f creativ e peopl e o n m y materna l 
family tree , I ' d inher i te d th e passionate , sensitiv e na tur e o f artis -
tic relative s who 'd fel t thei r wa y th roug h lif e before me . 

Years later , a  f r ien d lovingl y tol d me , "Judy , you r an tenn a i s 
always out , sensin g an d feelin g you r wa y th roug h everything. " M y 
f r iend considere d thi s a  powerfu l at tr ibut e fo r a n author . Bu t sit -
t ing o n a  har d pe w tha t Sunda y night , I  hadn ' t live d lon g enoug h 
to conf i r m he r wisdom . 

What coul d I  do ? N o matte r ho w muc h I  struggle d agains t 
them, I  cou ldn ' t obli terat e m y feelings , s o I  called mysel f a  ba d 
Christian. 

M 
ore t ha n tw o d e c a d e s la ter , t h e f ea r o f f ee l ing s stil l 
h a u n t s be l iever s W e admire  thos e w h o k e e n e m o t i o n s i n 

check t o rationall y fac e doubt s an d difficulties ; we describ e the m 
as godl y an d courageous . O n th e o the r hand , w e attribut e feeling s 
to undiscipline d men , weak-wille d women , an d peopl e f ro m othe r 
denominat ions . W e lon g t o stan d stron g an d unf l inchin g i n ou r 
faith; we fea r tha t feeling s migh t poin t t o ou r weaknesses . 
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W h e n w e a p p r o a c h Chr i s t i an i t y thi s way , w e til t G o d ' s 
upside-down kingdo m bac k t o a  positio n that ' s mor e secula r tha n 
saintly. Certainly , fact s an d fait h pla y a  fundamenta l rol e i n ou r 
spiritual journey . Bu t feeling s meri t a  place , too . Go d create d u s 
with th e capacit y t o fee l joy, pain , anger , pleasure , an d o the r emo -
tions. H e create d u s i n Hi s image ; H e get s emotional , too . H e 
feels joy ove r worship , pai n fo r sin , ange r towar d waywardness , 
and pleasur e f ro m creat ion . H e remain s a n exampl e o f purel y 
motivated an d honestl y expresse d feelings . 

Unfor tuna te ly , th e fal l o f humani t y u she re d i n sin-base d 
emot ions tha t d o n ' t resembl e God ' s feelings : shame , fear , guilt , 
bitterness, an d others . Som e sa y thes e emot ion s shoul d tak e n o 
part i n a  Christian' s dail y walk . Bu t onl y a  glanc e a roun d tell s u s 
differently. 

Even thoug h Christ ' s bloo d r e n d e r e d u s perfec t i n God ' s 
eyes, w e stil l liv e i n decay in g b o d i e s i n a  s in fu l wor ld . An d 
whether o r no t w e admi t it , w e brin g muddle d minds , wounde d 
spirits, an d withere d soul s t o th e Cross . T h r o u g h sanctification , 
Christ renew s an d reshape s u s int o Hi s likeness , bu t it' s a  lifelong , 
up-and-down process . T o believ e otherwis e force s us int o denial . 

So whe n u n m e t expecta t ion s e rup t i n ragin g feelings , w e 
can d u m p ou r doubt s an d dysfunctions , weaknesse s an d humilia -
t ions, a t Chr i s t ' s fee t . W e ca n a d m i t o u r sin-base d p rob lems , 
which o f te n revea l themselve s th roug h e rup t in g emot ions . W e 
can trus t ou r feeling s t o measur e th e condit io n o f ou r souls . An d 
instead o f denyin g ou r feeling s t o appea r spiritual , w e ca n con -
f ront the m t o find  healing . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. I n relat ionshi p t o you r u n m e t expectations , wha t feeling s d o 
you struggl e against ? 

2. D o thes e feeling s indicat e anythin g abou t you r soul ' s condi -
tion? 
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CAUGHT I N TH e. REALIT Y G A P 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

What Jesus taugh t abou t feelings : 

Those people who know they  have great  spiritual needs  are happy, 
because the kingdom of  heaven belongs  to them. 

Those who are  sad now  are  happy, 
because God will  comfort  them. 

Those who  are  humble are  happy, 
because the earth will  belong  to them. 

Those who  want  to  do right  more  than anything  else  are happy, 
because God will  fully satisfy  them. 

Those who show mercy  to others are happy, 
because God will show  mercy  to them. 

Those who  are  pure in  their  thinking are  happy, 
because they will be  with God. 

Those who work  to  bring peace are happy, 
because God will  call  them his  children. 

Those who are  treated badly  for doing  good  are  happy, 
because the kingdom of  heaven belongs  to them. 

—Matthew 5:3-10 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. I n th e abov e passage , o the r translation s o f th e Bibl e us e th e 
word blessed  instead o f happy.  Wha t d o thes e tw o word s revea l 
about Christ ' s respons e whe n w e fee l th e emot ion s o f life' s dis -
appointments? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u b e assure d o f God ' s blessin g whe n th e emot ion s 
of unme t desire s overwhel m you ? 
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WHERE DI D 
G O D G O ? 

He encompasses  us  in every moment 
and situation,  even  when life  hurts. 

D 
uring Worl d Wa r II , th e Nazi s a r res te d tw o m e n an d 
threw the m int o a  roo m wit h a  boy . Al l thre e male s wer e 

Jewish, an d wondere d abou t thei r destiny . 
They d idn ' t hav e t o worr y fo r long . Soo n Germa n soldier s 

en tered th e roo m an d h u n g th e bo y i n f ron t o f th e others . Tragi -
cally, th e bo y d idn ' t weig h enoug h t o di e quickly . I t too k thirt y 
minutes fo r lif e to chok e ou t o f him . 

As th e olde r me n watche d th e boy' s agonizin g death , on e o f 
them aske d th e other , "Wher e i s God now? " 

"Right here . Wit h us, " answered hi s compan ion . 8 W 
here i s God whe n i t hurts? Whe n senseles s event s tur n lif e 
upside dow n an d evi l wins ? Whe n w e be g an d plead , an d 

God stil l keep s u s waitin g fo r a  miracle ? Accordin g t o th e Bible , 
God i s "al l a round " us , i n f ron t an d behin d u s (Psal m 139:5) . 

When I  first  hear d abou t th e youn g bo y hangin g i n fron t o f 
his elders , I  f ound tha t concep t har d t o believe . I f Go d accompa -
nied thes e men , wh y didn ' t H e d o something ? Afte r all , He ' s th e 
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God o f miracles . H e coul d hav e obliterate d th e Nazis . H e coul d 
have rescue d th e men . 

Why doe s H e allo w suc h evil ? 
I d o n ' t kno w th e answer . It' s a  questio n that ' s puzzle d the -

ologians fo r centuries . They'v e talke d abou t humanity ' s f re e will , 
too littl e faith , to o muc h sin , an d Satan' s roa m o f th e earth . Still , I 
w o n d e r wh y th e All -Powerfu l delay s Hi s answer s t o p e o p l e ' s 
prayers an d leave s the m defenseless . 

I believ e th e ul t imat e answe r wil l sta y h i d d e n a m o n g th e 
mysteries o f fait h until , someda y i n eternity , Ck> d reveal s Hi s rea -
sons. Bu t eve n wit h thi s explanat ion , I ' m assumin g tha t th e Go d 
of th e Universe—th e O n e wh o hang s th e star s o n noth ing—mus t 
account t o me , th e on e wh o can' t han g clothe s straigh t i n a  closet . 
When really , Go d wil l unfo l d wha t H e choose s t o revea l a t Hi s 
appoin ted time . An d becaus e H e want s to—no t becaus e I  shak e 
my finger  a t Hi m wit h disgust . 

When I  r emember m y plac e i n th e worl d compare d t o God ' s 
sovereignty ove r it , I  lower m y hand . M y finite  min d canno t gras p 
the infinit e plan s o f th e Alph a an d Omega , th e beginnin g an d th e 
end . Bu t m y hea r t ca n soa k i n Hi s lov e an d compass ion . An d 
here ' s wher e I  uncover comfor t i n thi s tragi c wa r story . 

God di d no t abando n thos e sufferin g men . H e hovere d al l 
a r o u n d t h e m , c o m f o r t i n g , s t r e n g t h e n i n g , eve n gr ievin g wit h 
them. An d on e o f the m chos e t o believ e i n Hi s presence , despit e 
the circumstances . Instea d o f shakin g hi s fist  wit h bitterness , h e 
opened hi s arm s t o love . 

Not a n eas y choice . Ye t it' s a  decisio n w e ca n mak e whe n lif e 
hurts an d i t feel s lik e Go d ha s forgot te n us . Instea d o f alway s ask -
ing Why?  we  ca n as k Where?  a n d discove r Go d al l a r o u n d us , 
longing t o comfor t an d consol e us . 

Even i n darkness , H e i s there , waitin g fo r u s t o reac h out . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What cause s yo u t o ask , "Wher e i s God? " 

2. Ho w d o yo u fee l when Go d seem s t o abando n you ? 
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LORD, HAV E YO U FORGETTE N M E ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A praye r recognizin g God' s presence : 

LORD, you  have  examined  me 
and know  all  about  me. 

You know  when  I  sit down  and  when  I  get up. 
You know  my  thoughts before  I think  them. 

You know  where  I go and where  I lie  down. 
You know  thoroughly  everything  I  do. 

LORD, even  before  I say a  word, 
you already  know  it. 

You are  all around  me—in  front  and  in  back— 
and have  put  your  hand  on  me. 

Your knowledge  is  amazing to  me; 
it is  more  than I  can  understand. 

Where can I  go to get away from your  Spirit  ? 
Where can I  run  from you  ? 

If I  go up to  the heavens, you  are  there. 
If I  lie  down in  the  grave, you  are  there. 

If I  rise  with the  sun in  the  east 
and settle  in the  west beyond the  sea, 

even there  you would  guide  me. 
With your  right  hand  you  would  hold  me. 

I could say,  "The  darkness  will  hide  me. 
Let the  light around  me  turn into  night.  " 

But even  the  darkness is  not  dark  to  you. 
The night  is  as light  as  the  day; 
darkness and  light  are  the same to  you. 

You made  my  whole  being; 
you formed me  in my  mother's  body. 

I praise you  because  you made  me  in an  amazing 
and wonderful  way. 

What you  have  done  is  wonderful. 
I know this  very  well. 

You saw my  bones  being formed 
as I took  shape in  my  mother's  body. 
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When I  was  put together  there, 
you saw  my  body as it  was  formed. 

All the  days planned for  me 
were written in  your  book 
before I was  one  day  old. 

God, your thoughts  are  precious to  me. 
They are  so many! 

If I  could  count  them, 
they would be  more than all  the  grains of  sand. 

When I  wake  up, 
I am still  with  you. 

God, I  wish  you  would  kill  the  wicked! 
Get away from me,  you murderers! 

They say  evil  things  about  you. 
Your enemies  use  your name  thoughtlessly. 

LORD, I  hate  those  who hate  you; 
I hate  those  who rise  up against  you. 

I feel only  hate  for them; 
they are my enemies. 

God, examine  me  and know  my  heart; 
test me and know  my  nervous  thoughts. 

See if there  is any  bad  thing  in  me. 
Lead me  on the  road to  everlasting life. 

—Psalm 139 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. How ca n Go d b e "al l a round " us ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u becom e awar e o f Hi s constan t presence ? 
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T H E BAD , TH E 
WORSE, TH E UGL Y 

God can  deliver us  from the  sin 
that thwarts  our  dreams. 

Y ou ' r e s o selfish ! You neve r liste n t o wha t I  say ! I'v e don e 
all o f thi s work fo r you , an d yo u d o n ' t eve n care! " 

"Oh, yeah ? Well , you'r e jus t to o demanding ! Everybod y say s 
you're awfull y hard t o work for! " 

"Don ' t thro w tha t 'everybody ' stuf f a t me ! I  da r e yo u t o 
name name s .  . . " 

Two angry , accusator y voice s r i coche te d dow n th e off ic e 
halls. An d on e o f the m wa s mine . 

I 'd know n thi s commit te e meet in g migh t b e difficult , bu t I 
hadn ' t expecte d th e surprisin g tur n i t took , leavin g m e dismaye d 
and defenseless . Fo r th e las t hou r o f th e agenda , I ' d fel t my ange r 
bu i ld ing towar d th e cha i rpe r son , bu t m a n a g e d t o stav e i t off . 
Now, wit h everybod y gon e bu t us , w e verball y r ippe d int o eac h 
other lik e blood-hungr y wildcats . 

So muc h fo r m y professionalism . I t was th e wors t figh t o f m y 
life: a  yelling , f ist-poundin g confronta t ion . An d I  wa s to o tired , 
too overworked , t o car e abou t ho w thi s battl e woul d damag e me , 
my co-worker , an d ou r relationship . 
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That is , unti l I  tosse d i n be d tha t night , tearfull y blinkin g a t 
the darkness . T h e n I  accuse d myself : Why  in  the  world  did  I  behave 
that way  ? I must  be  a horrible  person to  yell like that.  Why  can't  I  act  the 
way I  want  to? 

I 'd reall y wante d t o serv e o n thi s commit tee : I ' d h o p e d i t 
would advanc e m e professional ly . Bu t agon iz in g a lon e i n th e 
dark, I  realized tha t m y sinfu l demand s fo r contro l wer e torchin g 
that goal . 

ei ther wea k o r strong , but  the y revea l wha t h e is." 9 Tha t ' s 
not a  comfor t in g though t whe n inwar d pressure s tur n int o less -
than-admirable actions . It' s painfu l t o los e contro l an d no t ac t th e 
way we reall y wan t to . Especiall y whe n thes e action s kee p u s f ro m 
fulfilling our dreams . 

During those times, we'd  rathe r do  mos t anythin g than  pee r 
inside an d gree t th e bad , th e worse , an d th e ugl y abou t ourselves . 

Interestingly enough , it' s no t jus t th e knockou t fights , th e 
damaging fau x pas , tha t ca n sham e us . Fro m bingein g o n foo d t o 
h u r t i n g o u r ch i ld ren , we ' r e f rus t r a t e d whe n w e fai l t o d o th e 
"right" thing , whe n n o matte r ho w har d w e try , ou r action s don ' t 
reflect ou r goo d intentions . 

Unfortunately, ag e an d maturit y d o n ' t alway s clos e th e ga p 
between wh o w e ar e an d wh o we' d lik e t o be . 

"You know , I'v e rea d tha t who  you really  are gets intensifie d a s 
you gro w older, " a  thir tysomethin g fr ien d worrie d alou d t o me . 
" T h a t means th e swee t peopl e wil l ge t sweeter . Bu t I ' m afrai d I ' m 

going t o b e a n unbea rab l e ol d lady , becaus e I  ca n b e s o awfu l 
now!" 

Of course , m y fr ien d ca n wor k o n he r actions . Bu t she' s hi t 
on somethin g tha t w e al l know : a  polishe d exterio r onl y camou -
flages a n interio r sel f tha t ca n b e trick y t o control . An d it' s th e 
interior sel f tha t block s u s f rom ou r hear t ' s desires . 

We ma y d e t e r m i n e t o c h a n g e t h r o u g h self-disciplin e o r 
with th e hel p o f counselors , bu t thes e effort s remain lim -

ited withou t lookin g a t ou r spiritua l selve s an d th e si n tha t reside s 
within us . Whe n w e unear t h th e cause s fo r ou r problems , w e find 
sin tangle d i n th e roots . 

55 

t 's b e e n sai d tha t "adversit ie s d o no t m a k e th e pe r so n 
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LORd, HAV E YOU FORgetTE N ME ? 

The goo d new s i s that God  want s t o rescu e u s f rom sin—an d 
f r o m th e inabilit y t o trus t ourselve s an d o u r act ions . H e ca n 
infuse u s with Hi s powe r s o we ca n chang e an d liv e fully . But first, 
we mus t admi t a n d r e p e n t o f th e si n tha t b i n d s us . W e ca n 
depend o n th e promis e that , i f we confes s ou r sin , Go d wil l hea r 
and forgiv e us—an d hea l th e sham e tha t haunt s u s ( 1 Joh n 1:9) . 

Without God' s powe r t o chang e me , I ' d neve r hav e foun d 
forgiveness wit h th e peopl e I  of fended . Wit h th e ancien t psal m 
writer I  agree: " I would hav e despaire d unles s I  had believe d tha t I 
would se e th e goodnes s o f th e Lord " (Psal m 27:13 ; NASV) . 

And wit h tha t focus , we ca n begi n changin g ou r disappoint -
ing action s an d movin g towar d ou r dreams. 1 0 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Could si n b e hinder in g th e fulfil lmen t of you r desires ? 

2. Afte r confessing sin , coul d yo u als o nee d healin g fro m th e hur t 
and sham e i t ha s caused ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A praye r fo r confessin g sin : 

God, be  merciful to  me 
because you are  loving. 

Because you are  always ready  to be merciful, 
wipe out  all  my  wrongs. 

Wash away  all  my  guilt 
and make  me  clean again. 

and I  can't  forget my  sin. 
You are  the only one  I have  sinned  against; 

I have done  w hat you  say is  wrong. 
You are  right when  you  speak 

and fair  when  you  judge. 

I know about  my  wrongs, 
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I was  brought  into  this  world  in  sin. 
In sin  my  mother  gave birth  to  me. 

You want  me  to be completely truthful, 
so teach me  wisdom. 

Take away  my  sin,  and  I  will  be  clean. 
Wash me,  and I  will  be  whiter than  snow. 

Make me  hear sounds of  joy and  gladness; 
let the bones  you crushed  be  happy again. 

Turn your  face from my  sins 
and wipe  out  all  my  guilt. 

Create in me  a pure  heart,  Cod, 
and make  my  spirit  right  again. 

Do not  send  me  away from you 
or take your Holy  Spirit  from me. 

Give me  back the joy of  your salvation. 
Keep me strong by  giving me  a willing  spirit. 

Then I  will  teach  your ways  to  those who do  wrong, 
and sinners  will  turn  back  to  you. 

The sacrifice  God  wants  is  a broken  spirit. 
God, you  will  not  reject  a heart  that  is  broke?  and 

sorry for sin. 
—Psalm 51:1-13,  17 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Afte r askin g fo r God ' s forgiveness , wha t change s ma y yo u nee d 
to mak e t o tur n awa y f ro m sin ? 

2. Fo r you , i s turn in g awa y f ro m si n a  one-t im e ac t o r a n ongoin g 
process? 
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T H E MYSTER Y 
OF PAI N 

The pain from unfulfilled  desires 
can strengthen our wavering spirits. 

I 
n th e stor y The  Jewel in  the  Crown,  blin d Siste r Ludmill a 
described a  conversatio n sh e onc e ha d wit h God . The y 

talked abou t th e ol d woman' s disabilities . 

"I'm sorr y abou t you r eyes, " H e said , "bu t there ' s noth -
ing I  can d o unles s yo u wan t a  miracle. " 

"No," [she ] said , "n o miracle , than k You . I  shal l ge t 
used t o i t an d I  expect yo u wil l hel p me . 

"Anyway, whe n you'v e live d a  lon g t im e an d ca n 
hardly hobbl e abou t o n stick s an d spen d mos t o f th e 
day i n bed , you r eye s a ren ' t muc h use . I  woul d nee d 
three miracles , on e fo r th e eyes , on e fo r th e legs , an d 
one t o tak e twent y year s of f m y age ! 

' T h r e e miracle s fo r on e ol d woman ! Wha t a  waste ! 
Besides .  .  .  miracles ar e t o convinc e th e unconvinced . 
What d o yo u tak e m e for ? An unbeliever? " 1 1 

Earlier i n he r life , Sister Ludmill a ha d directe d an d funde d a 
hostel fo r th e poor . She ' d nurse d th e sick , th e dying , th e hungry . 
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And i t neve r occurre d t o he r tha t becaus e sh e followe d th e Maste r 
she 'd b e shielde d f ro m affliction . Sh e simpl y kep t believin g an d 
serving. 

However w e fee l abou t Siste r Ludmilla ' s theolog y concern -
ing miracles , t h e r e ' s a  lesso n i n he r a t t i t ud e a b o u t pain . Sh e 
accepted th e mysteriou s fac t tha t Go d doesn ' t exemp t Hi s chil -
dren f ro m suffering . 

W e ' r e n o t l ivin g i n t h e e n v i r o n m e n t t ha t o u r C r e a t o r 
i n t e n d e d fo r us . Ear thquakes , war , dea th , an d o t h e r t ragedie s 
weren ' t include d i n Hi s original , perfec t plan . Neithe r wer e sick -
ness, broke n relationships , o r th e disappointment s o f unfulfi l le d 
desires. Herald s f ro m a  ravage d world , the y remin d u s that , lon g 
ago, human s tu rne d t o thei r ow n way . 

This doesn ' t mea n Go d won' t interven e an d redee m painfu l 
situations. Bu t nei the r wil l H e completel y exemp t u s f ro m them . 
When w e wer e "bough t b y Go d fo r a  price " ( 1 Corinthian s 6:20) , 
the purchas e cam e wit h n o warrant y agains t pain , n o guarante e 
that followin g Hi s wil l woul d produc e a  specifie d n u m b e r o f mira -
cles. I n fact , Chris t promise d u s tribulatio n (Joh n 16:33) . 

or abou t a  decade , I  lived wit h unfulfi l le d desire s tha t reg -
ularly d u m p e d m e int o a  sloug h o f depress ion . Dur in g 

o n e bou t of  despa i r , I  c o m p l a i n e d t o a  friend,  M y lif e i s s c 
painful, wha t ca n I  sa y t o m y non-Christia n friends ? Askin g the m 
to follo w God feel s like invitin g the m t o suffer! " 

While thi s fr iend sa t quietly , th e poignanc y o f m y words san k 
in. Accordin g t o th e apostl e Peter , suffering  is  precisely what  Chris-
tians are  called  to  do.  I n I  Pete r 2:19-21 , h e wrot e t o persecute d 
Christians: " A perso n migh t hav e t o suffe r eve n whe n it' s unfair , 
but i f he think s o f Go d an d stand s th e pain , Go d i s pleased. I f yo u 
are beate n fo r doin g wrong , ther e i s n o reaso n t o prais e yo u fo r 
be ing pat ien t i n you r p u n i s h m e n t . Bu t i f yo u suffe r fo r do in g 
good, an d yo u ar e patient , the n Go d i s pleased . Thi s i s wha t yo u 
were calle d t o do , becaus e Chris t suffere d for you an d gav e you a n 
example t o follow . S o yo u shoul d d o a s h e did. " 

Peter s  reader s suffere d a s believer s livin g i n a  paga n cul -
ture. Peopl e lik e m e suffe r becaus e we ' r e Christ ian s to o o f te n 
living lik e pagans . We ' r e i n pai n f ro m th e sin s o f ou r parents , 
the sin s o f ou r communi ty , th e sin s o f ourselves . An d Chris t , 
l ong ing t o c rea t e Hi s l ikenes s i n us , allow s th e suf fe r ing . H e 
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knows i f we bo w t o it s swordlik e presence , w e becom e mor e use -
ful i n Hi s service . 

Like n o othe r aspec t o f life , pain teache s u s a  cras h cours e i n 
spiritual growth . Dependin g o n ou r circumstances , Go d ma y allo w 
the pai n o f unfulfille d desire s fo r a  numbe r o f reasons . Fo r exam -
ple, pai n purge s sin . I t expose s ou r wound s s o the y ca n b e healed . 
It refine s our faith . I t help s u s t o chang e fo r th e better . I t develop s 
heartfelt compassion . I t draw s u s close r t o God . Bu t despit e ou r 
quest fo r answers , ou r orderl y list s o f reasons , th e psalmis t proba -
bly modele d th e wises t approac h t o th e proble m o f pain . 

"Why a m I  s o sad? " h e asked . The n skippin g th e answer , h e 
a d m o n i s h e d himself : " I shoul d pu t m y h o p e i n Go d an d kee p 
praising him , m y savio r an d m y God " (Psal m 42:5) . H e realize d 
that apparent  reason s fo r ou r pai n of te n d o n ' t exist . Eve n i f we'r e 
in God ' s wil l o r spirituall y matur e o r obedien t i n everything . 

Ultimately, we'r e force d t o ski p th e answers , t o trus t i n God . 
For H e — n o t a  lis t o f explanat ions—i s ou r onl y hope . An d w e 
keep praisin g Hi m becaus e th e Go d o f ou r difficultie s i s als o th e 
God o f ou r deliverance . 

It is , indeed , a  mystery . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What pai n d o yo u endur e today ? 

2. Ho w i s pain connecte d t o you r unfulfil le d desires ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 
The psalmis t searche s fo r God : 

As a  deer  thirsts for streams  of  water, 
so I thirst  for you,  God. 

I thirst for the  living God . 
When can  I  go to  meet with him  ? 

Day and  night,  my  tears  have been  my food. 
People are always saying, 

" Where is your God  ? " 
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Why am I  so sad? 
Why am I  so  upset ? 

I should put  my  hope in God 
and keep  praising him, 
my Savior and  my  God. 

I am very  sad. 
So I remember  you where  the Jordan River  begins, 

near the  peaks of  Hermon and  Mount  Mizar. 
Troubles have  come  again and  again,  sounding  like  waterfalls. 

Your waves  are  crashing all  around  me. 
The LORD  shows  his  true  love  every day. 

At night  I  have  a  song, 
and I  pray  to  my living God . 

I say to God, my  Rock, 
"Why have  you  forgotten me? 

Why am I  sad 
and troubled  by  my enemies?" 

My enemies'  insults  make  me  feel 
as if  my  bones were broken. 

They are always saying, 
"Where is your God?" 

Why am I  so sad? 
Why am I  so upset ? 

When I  remember  these things, 
I speak with  a  broken  heart. 

I used to  walk with  the  crowd 
and lead  them to  God's Temple 
with songs  of  praise. 

47 

I should put  my  hope in God 
and keep  praising him, 
my Savior and  my  God. 

—Psalm 42 

YOUR RESPONS E 
1. What goo d coul d resul t f ro m you r pain ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u kee p trustin g i n God ? 



DAY 

A PILGRIM' S 
REGRESS 

Unmet expectations can  tempt us  to backslide 
and roadblock  the  fulfillment of  our desires. 

ometimes, it' s th e ol d storie s tha t mos t poignantl y teac h 
us abou t everyda y survival . Especiall y whe n thos e storie s 

address matter s o f th e heart . 
Take, fo r example , The  Pilgrim's  Progress  by J o hn Bunyan . I n 

this classic allegory , Christia n embarke d o n a  t reacherou s journe y 
toward th e Celestia l City . Jus t befor e enter in g th e lan d o f Beulah , 
Christian an d hi s companion , Hopeful , discusse d ho w som e me n 
backslide f ro m walkin g i n th e [Holy ] Spirit . 

From Pilgrim's  Progress: 

Hopeful: No w I  have showe d yo u th e reason s fo r thei r 
going back . D o yo u sho w m e th e m a n n e r thereof . 
Christian: S o I  will willingly . 

1. The y dra w of f thei r thoughts , al l tha t the y may , 
f rom th e r emembranc e o f God , death , an d j u d g m e n t 
to come . 

2. T h e n the y cas t of f b y degree s privat e duties , a s 
closet prayer , curbin g thei r lusts , watching , sorro w fo r 
sin, an d th e like . 
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3. T h e n the y shu n th e compan y o f livel y an d war m 
Christians. 

4. Afte r tha t the y gro w col d t o publi c duty , a s hear -
ing, reading , godl y conference , an d th e like . 

5. The n the y begi n t o pic k holes , a s w e say , i n th e 
coats o f som e o f th e godly ; an d tha t devilishly , tha t 
they ma y hav e seemin g colou r t o thro w religio n (fo r 
the sak e o f som e infirmit y the y hav e spie d i n them ) 
beh ind thei r backs . 

6. The y begi n t o adhe r e t o an d associat e themselve s 
with carnal , loose , an d wanto n men . 

7. T h e n the y giv e wa y t o ca rna l a n d wan to n dis -
courses i n secret ; an d gla d ar e the y i f they ca n se e suc h 
things i n an y tha t ar e c o u n t e d hones t tha t the y ma y 
the mor e boldl y d o i t th roug h thei r example . 

8. After thi s the y begi n t o pla y with littl e sin s openly . 
9. An d then , bein g ha rdened , the y sho w themselve s 

as the y are . Thus , bein g launche d agai n int o th e gul f 
of misery , unles s a  miracl e o f grac e preven t it , the y 
everlastingly peris h o n thei r ow n deceivings . 1 2 

O n c e w e b r e a k pas t t h e s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y l a n g u a g e , 
t h e r e ' s a  warn in g i n thi s passag e fo r thos e o f u s wh o liv e wit h 
unfulf i l led expectations . W e ca n fee l disappointe d wit h Co d an d 
gradually forsak e Him . 

A thir ty-eight-year-ol d w o m a n fee l s b e r e f t becaus e Go d 
hasn ' t give n he r a  husband . 

1. Sh e begin s t o thin k les s abou t obeyin g Go d an d 
m o r e abou t satisfyin g he r needs . 

2. Sh e stop s prayin g an d start s readin g th e steam y 
novels sh e love d befor e followin g Christ . 

3. Sh e stop s socializin g wit h wome n wh o hav e happ y 
marriages. 

4. Sh e stop s a t tendin g he r small-grou p Bibl e stud y 
so sh e won' t encoun te r marr ie d couples . 

5. Sh e begin s mockin g peopl e wh o believ e i n famil y 
values an d point s ou t thei r weaknesses . 

c o n t e m p o r a r y versio n o f Chr is t ian ' s backsl idin g step s 
looks lik e this : 
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6. Sh e start s r u n n i n g wit h he r old , wil d crow d o f 
fr iends and flirtin g with th e men . 

7. Sh e privatel y decide s that , i f Go d won' t answe r 
her prayer s fo r a  man , she'l l a t leas t star t havin g a n 
affair so sh e doesn ' t mis s ou t o n sex , too . 

8. Later , sh e d o e s n ' t ca r e wh o know s a b o u t he r 
decision. 

9. Sh e begin s a n affai r with a  marr ie d man , figuring 
this i s the bes t she'l l eve r ge t i n life . The relationshi p i s 
shaky an d she' s unhappy , bu t sh e won' t admi t it . Sh e 
blames Go d fo r everything . 

W hateve r th e circumstances , it' s eas y t o embar k o n th e 
road t o spiritua l defect io n whe n w e fee l d i sappoin te d 

with God . I'v e travele d tha t roa d mysel f and , afte r severa l years , 
I've learne d tha t abandonin g Go d doesn ' t solv e anything . Ironical -
ly, i t block s Hi m f ro m fulfillin g our desires . An d i f we tr y t o fulfil l 
those desire s o n ou r own , th e acquisitio n turn s meaningless . 

It's fa r bette r t o fee l "stuck " waitin g o n Go d tha n t o plung e 
ahead int o Satan' s gul f o f misery . (Besides , wh o knows ? Mayb e 
God's answe r i s onl y day s away. ) Bu t i f we'v e alread y begu n th e 
defector 's journey, it' s neve r to o lat e t o gra b grac e an d tur n back . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What attitude s coul d begi n a  defectio n f ro m God ? 

2. D o yo u fee l tempte d t o fulfil l your desire s withou t God ' s help ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Praise f ro m a  perso n wh o kep t waitin g o n God : 

Come and see  what God  has done, 
the amazing things  he  has done  for people. 
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He turned  the  sea into dry  land. 
The people crossed the river on foot. 
So let  us rejoice  because of what he  did. 

He rules  forever with  his  power. 
He keeps his eye  on the  nations, 
so people should not  turn  against  him. 

You people, praise our  God; 
loudly sing  his  praise. 

He protects our lives 
and does  not let  us be  defeated. 

God you have  tested  us; 
you have  purified us  like  silver. 

You let  us be  trapped 
and put  a  heavy  load  on  us. 

You let  our enemies  walk  on  our  heads. 
We went through  fire and  flood, 
but you brought  us  to  a place with  good  things. 

All of  you who  fear God,  come  and listen, 
and I  will  tell  you what  he  has done  for me. 

I cried  out to  him with  my  mouth 
and praised  him  with  my  tongue. 

If I  had known  of  any sin  in  my  heart, 
the Lord would  not  have  listened  to  me. 

But God  has  listened; 
he has heard  my  prayer. 

Praise God, 
who did  not  ignore  my  prayer 
or hold back  his lave  from me. 

—Psalm 66:  5-12,  16-20 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Wha t si n coul d kee p yo u f ro m th e fulfi l lmen t of your desires ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u stee r awa y f ro m backslidin g whe n Go d delay s Hi s 
response o r say s no t o your requests ? 
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Day 

A I S FO R 
AUTHENTIC 
When we struggle with  unfulfilled 
desires, honesty  is the best policy. 

he belove d au tho r o f Charlotte's  Web , E. B . White , sai d h e 
was "no t advers e t o depar t in g f ro m reality " when writin g 

for children , bu t wa s "agains t depar t in g f ro m th e truth. " l s 

When Whit e wrot e th e fair y tal e The  Trumpet  of  the  Swan,  h e 
read everythin g h e coul d find  abou t th e t r u m p e t e r swan . H e 
insisted "tha t howeve r fantastica l th e tale , th e behavio r o f th e bir d 
[in th e stor y woul d be ] authenti c an d violat e noth in g i n th e nat -
ural worl d o f swans." 14 

Authentic. The re ' s a  f r ightenin g word . A t leas t fo r writer s 
immersed i n idea s behin d close d doors . I t ca n b e hour s befor e w e 
surface fo r air , tur n doorknobs , an d gree t th e world . Man y time s 
it's temptin g t o just brea th e ou r solitud e an d forge t comin g out . 
It would b e easie r tha t way . 

Easier tha n matchin g ou r word s wit h actions . Simple r tha n 
w o r k i n g o u t r e l a t i o n s h i p s . M o r e f a n t a s t i c a l t h a n t r u d g i n g 
through a n ordinar y day . Bu t a  lo t les s authentic . 

From woodwor k t o yello w documents , anythin g authent i c 
denotes qualit y an d originality . An d sometime s tha t expectatio n 
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f rom reader s tempt s m e t o tur n of f th e wor d processo r forever . 
Because authenticit y i s t ru th—an d th e trut h ca n b e costly . 

I struggl e wit h th e trut h when , occasionally , someon e who' s 
read m y wor k want s t o mee t me . I  panic . I  wonder i f I ' m shorter , 
fatter, an d olde r tha n sh e expected . I  fee l th e pressur e t o ut te r 
pearls o f wisdom when , really , I ' d jus t bee n o n m y way t o th e bath -
room, o r angr y wit h a n employee , o r takin g a  na p becaus e th e 
night befor e I ' d procrastinate d an d the n pulle d a n all-nighte r t o 
m e e t a  d e a d l i n e . I ' m scare d tha t thi s r e a d e r expec t s a  m e g a 
woman whe n I ' m ver y ordinary—and quit e flawed . 

It's th e flawe d par t tha t scare s m e th e most . 
Even thoug h w e confes s t o ou r failures , som e reader s stil l 

view a u t h o r s a s a lmos t -per fec t spec imen s o f humani ty . An d I 
d o n ' t reall y blam e them . Author s wit h n o flaws—an d wh o alway s 
c o n q u e r — h e l p reader s believ e tha t thei r live s ca n b e seamless , 
too. 

Except that ' s no t authentic . 

The truth is , lif e i s mess y an d s o ar e we . A s I  write this , I'v e 
relationships tha t nee d repairing , sin s an d addiction s tha t 

keep re turning , an d hurt s tha t nee d healing . Compare d t o mos t 
of m y friends , wh o a ren ' t stuc k i n f ron t o f a  word processo r ever y 
weekend, m y lif e look s boring . An d a s soo n a s I  write abou t over -
coming a  weakness , I  can fal l pre y t o i t again . 

With ever y project , I  tr y t o remin d mysel f tha t it' s m y j ob t o 
be a  writer , just lik e it' s someon e else' s callin g t o b e a  mother , a 
welder, a  teacher , a  lawyer . Th e bes t I  can offe r is to admi t m y mis -
takes an d tr y no t t o repea t them . An d t o shar e ho w Go d forgive s 
and walk s throug h i t with me . 

Little b y little , m y writing challenge s m e t o b e authentic . 
So doe s livin g wit h unfulf i l le d desires . Wha t d o I  sa y t o a 

young Christia n wh o observe s tha t Go d stil l hasn ' t answere d m y 
prayers? O r t o a n unbelieve r wh o watche s m e si n an d fai l an d ge t 
discouraged? Hopefully , a n hones t expressio n o f m y failing s wil l 
r ing mor e authent i c tha n an y spiritua l platitude . 

Come t o thin k o f it , isn' t tha t wha t Go d ask s Hi s childre n t o 
do, anyway ? Whe n w e struggl e wit h th e failur e o f ou r desires , H e 
says honest y i s th e bes t policy . 
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PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Hav e yo u honestl y expresse d you r d isappointmen t t o God ? I f 
not, wh y not ? 

2. D o yo u eve r fea r tha t unfulf i l le d desire s wil l invalidat e you r 
spirituality o r reputat io n wit h others ? Explain . 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A praye r fo r God ' s hel p i n weakness : 

LORD, listen  to  me and answer  me. 
I am poor  and helpless. 

Protect me, because  I worship  you. 
My God,  save  me,  your servant  who  trusts  in  you. 

Lord, have  mercy  on me, 
because I have called  to you all  day. 

Give happiness  to  me, your servant, 
because I give my  life to you, Lord. 

Lord, you  are  kind and  forgiving 
and have  great  love  for those  who call  to you. 

LORD, hear  my  prayer, 
and listen  when  I  ask  for mercy. 

I call  to  you in  times  of  trouble, 
because you will  answer  me. 

Lord, there  is no god like  you 
and no  works like  yours. 

Lord, all  the  nations you  have  made 
will come  and worship  you. 
They will  honor  you. 

You are  great and  you  do  miracles. 
Only you  are  God. 
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LORD, teach  me  what you  want  me  to do, 
and I  will live  by  your truth. 

Teach me  to respect you completely. 
Lord, my  God,  I  will  praise you  with  all  my  heart, 

and I  will  honor  your name  forever. 
You have  great  love  for me. 

You have  saved  me  from death. 

Lord, you  are  a God  who shows mercy  and is  kind. 
You don't  become  angry quickly. 
You have  great  love  and faithfulness. 

Turn to  me and have  mercy. 
Give me,  your servant,  strength. 
Save me,  the  son of  your female servant. 

Show me  a sign  of  your goodness. 
When my  enemies look,  they  will be  ashamed. 
You, LORD,  have  helped  me  and comforted  me. 

—Psalm 86:1-13,  15-17 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. While livin g with unfulfille d desires, ho w ca n yo u sta y authentic ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u b e mor e hones t wit h God ? 
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Part Three 

W H Y N O T M E , 
LORD? 

Sorting out  your expectant 
beliefs and attitudes 

tars, not scars. Better or bitter ? 
These phrases, along with a reminder  that "all  things 

work together for good " often are offered by well-meaning Chris-
tians When you're in physical or emotional pain. They're  given 
as reminders  that yon  have  choices  about  your attitudes  while 
suffering. Even  though  the  intentions  are  good, the  phrases 
can sound  like  worn-out  cliches.  Other  people's expectations 
can induce  you  to  pretend as  though you 're handling pressure 
points with  grace  and spirituality. 

But looking  good doesn't matter to God. He wants your 
heart and soul  to be healthy. He wants you  to become more and 
more like Jesus in your response  to pain. 15 

Janet Kobobel , 
Where Is God When I  Need Him Most? 
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I ca n onl y r e m e m b e r a  fe w time s when , i n a n effor t t o ge t 
my at tention , Go d spok e t o m e i n near-audibl e ways . Mos t 

of ten, H e speak s t o m e throug h th e Scriptures , th roug h peopl e 
with memorab l e words , throug h undeniabl e circumstances—an d 
I ' m usuall y c o m f o r t a b l e wit h thos e a p p r o a c h e s . Bu t i n thes e 
instances, Go d delivere d zinger s tha t b o m b a r d e d m y brai n an d 
rattled m y thinking . 

Once , whil e sittin g i n m y ca r a t th e ga s station , waitin g fo r a 
fill-up, I  watched a  dirty , ragged y ma n hobbl e alon g th e sidewalk . 
He looke d intoxicated , an d I  sized hi m u p a s a  loser . 

Then a  questio n startle d m y thoughts : What makes  you  think 
you 're  any better  than him  ? 

What? But I  heard noth in g more . 
It d idn ' t tak e long , though , t o figure  ou t th e message . Lif e 

h a d n ' t bee n goin g m y way , an d I' d blame d Go d fo r it . S o wit h a 
few well-placed words , H e challenge d m y demand in g attitude : th e 
belief tha t I  was entitle d t o mor e tha n anyon e else . Go d wante d 
me t o kno w tha t he  love s everyon e equall y an d tha t m y expecta -
tions neede d a n adjustment . 

Not long afte r that , I  receive d m y firs t free-lanc e writin g 
assignment. Excite d an d nervous , I  took th e projec t seri -

ously an d wante d inspiratio n f ro m Go d befor e beginning . 
That weekend , I  babysa t a  f r iend ' s do g an d bega n wor k o n 

the long-awaite d assignment . However , I  d idn ' t hav e a n ide a fo r 
the piece , s o I  dec ide d t o pra y abou t i t first . I  pace d bac k an d 
for th i n th e house , th e do g alongside , askin g Go d t o bles s m y 
work an d t o giv e m e a  goo d idea . 

Back an d forth , bac k an d forth , w e paced . Then , wit h a  flai r 
for th e dramatic , I  d roppe d t o th e floo r an d praye d wit h m y fac e 
down. Th e do g p loppe d t o th e floo r besid e me . 

"Oh, God , pleas e giv e m e You r ide a fo r writing thi s project, " 
I prayed fo r th e umpteen t h time . Th e do g whined . 

That ' s whe n I  heard th e answer . 
It wasn' t wha t I ' d expected . 
Get up and  get  to  work, H e said . 
What? N o prayin g an d pleading ? 
Again, i n a  few startling words , Go d expose d m y attitude . I ' d 

been expect in g Hi m t o mak e u p fo r toi l o n m y part . 
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W 
hen life doesn ' t fulfil l our desires , it' s th e att i tud e tha t 

fails first.  An d it' s th e at t i tud e tha t direct s ho w w e pas s 
through disappointment . 

To thi s day , I  stil l nee d t o t empe r m y d e m a n d i n g at t i tud e 
and th e tendenc y t o expec t Go d t o accomplis h wha t I  coul d d o 
myself. T h e s e a t t i t ude s sur fac e mos t whe n I ' m fac in g u n m e t 
expectations. 

With at t i tudes , i t seem s the re ' s n o en d t o thei r nee d fo r 
adjus tment . Fortunately , there ' s n o en d t o God ' s grac e an d for -
giveness, either . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

In Par t Th ree , rea d abou t expec tan t belief s an d at t i tude s tha t 
could bloc k th e fulfil lmen t of desires . 

1. Wha t negativ e attitude s migh t develo p whil e waitin g fo r th e ful -
fillment o f you r desires ? 

2. Whic h att i tud e d o yo u struggl e wit h th e most ? 

3. Ho w coul d yo u adjus t thi s attitude ? 
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Day 

DARE T O B E 
MEDIOCRE 
Perfectionism keeps  us on the 

endless cycle of unmet expectations. 

M 
y mo the r ' s complaint s abou t m e pivo t o n a  ch i ldhoo d 
incident . Whe n sh e recall s it , he r usuall y gent l e voic e 

tinges with exasperation . 
I d o n 't blam e her . 
In th e four t h grade , I  fough t wit h m y f r ien d Conni e ove r 

who wa s th e smartes t betwee n us . I  claimed th e mos t intelligence ; 
so d i d she . W e finall y d e c i d e d tha t whoeve r e a r n e d th e bes t 
grades tha t schoo l yea r woul d wi n ou r argument . 

The result s were a  grade-school teacher ' s dream . I  diligentl y 
c o m p l e t e d m y h o m e w o r k , s tudie d h a r d fo r tests , a n d e a r n e d 
straight A' s ever y quar ter . M y parent s del ighte d i n it . Conn ie — 
who go t a  couple o f B  grades—conceded t o m y achievement . An d 
I got depressed . 

According t o m y mother , I  wanted t o b e bette r tha n perfect . 
She reasone d wit h me , bu t 1  still longe d fo r th e impossible . M y 
perfectionism ha s bo there d he r eve r since . 
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F unn y thing , thi s ques t fo r perfection . I t ca n serv e yo u well ; 
it ca n d o yo u in . T h e tric k i s t o sto p fussin g befor e yo u 

cross th e lin e f ro m excellenc e t o outrageousness . O r befor e yo u 
demoralize yoursel f o r someon e else . 

For example , whe n a n ar t directo r a t work aske d m y opinio n 
of a  pag e design , I  gav e m y advic e an d the n bega n cr i t iqu in g 
other detail s o n th e layout—befor e h e wa s finishe d wit h it . Fortu -
nately, I  caugh t mysel f an d exi te d wi thou t dr ivin g h i m crazy . 
Walking bac k t o m y office , I  mentall y chanted , Setting  a  standard 
for quality  is  good; nit-picking  people  toward delirium  is  not. 

Frankl in D . Roosevel t o n c e sai d tha t pe r f ec t ion i s m ma y 
obstruct th e path s t o internationa l p e a c e . ' 6 Mos t o f us , however , 
feel mor e concerne d abou t ho w i t block s th e inne r roadway s o f 
ou r souls . Un tamed , perfect ionis m ca n ro b ou r tranquilit y an d 
mire u s i n misery . 

A managemen t consultan t pu t i t thi s way : "Nothin g give s a 
sense o f failur e s o ofte n a s a n overdevelope d sens e o f perfection . 
This lead s a  perso n t o se t impossibl e standard s fo r himself . Perfec -
tionism i s good i n a  moderate dose , bu t overdeveloped , i t result s i n 
feelings o f guil t ove r failure s when , b y ordinar y standard s o r eve n 
extra-high standards , a  [person ] woul d b e judge d a  success. " 1 7 

Most o f u s a ren ' t a s unrealisti c a s a  fourth-grade r who' s dis -
contented wit h perfec t grades . Bu t thes e days , I  kno w fe w wome n 
who ' re contente d wit h thei r lives . Unles s we receiv e o r achiev e 10 0 
percent o f ou r desires , we'r e disappointe d an d fee l lik e failures . 
We constantl y vie w th e cu p a s hal f empt y rathe r tha n hal f full . 

We ' re suffer in g f r o m th e diseas e o f perfec t ionism , an d i t 
sounds lik e this : 

"I won' t b e happ y unles s all  o f m y chi ldre n com e h o m e fo r 
the Christma s holidays. " 

"I finally  go t Sand y t o at ten d churc h wit h me . Now , i f she ' d 
only g o t o Sunda y school. " 

"No j ob wil l b e goo d enoug h unti l I ' m presiden t o f m y ow n 
company." 

"I'd enjo y thi s beautifu l hous e i f m y husban d woul d b e her e 
more of ten. " 

In he r book , Perfect  Women,  Colett e Dowiin g describe d th e 
plague o f perfectionis m that ' s ravagin g today' s women . 

"A belie f i n th e possibilit y o f pe r f ec t i n g ourselve s i s th e 
chief illusio n seducin g wome n today, " sh e wrote , an d fo r severa l 
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chapters, Colett e trace d ho w thi s malad y exude s f ro m feeling s o f 
inferiority. 1 8 W e secretl y an d mistakenl y believ e that , i f w e ca n 
get lif e exactly  th e wa y w e wan t it , the n we'l l b e happ y wit h our -
selves. 

he obvious bu t overlooke d hol e i n ou r thinkin g rest s o n 
he fac t w e liv e i n a n imperfec t world . Si n robbe d u s o f 

God 's ideal , an d a s lon g a s we'r e o n earth , we'r e destine d t o liv e 
with imperfect ion . Still , tha t doesn ' t mea n w e can ' t b e con ten t — 
or tha t w e can ' t t am e perfec t ionism . T h r o u g h th e Cross , Go d 
provided a  way t o recko n wit h ou r imperfec t selves . 

Reduced t o it s roots, perfectionis m become s a  spiritua l dilem -
ma. Wil l w e accep t tha t w e liv e i n a n imper fec t world ? Wil l w e 
embrace ou r imperfections—an d th e imperfection s o f others—bu t 
rejoice tha t throug h Christ' s redemptio n we'r e acceptabl e i n God' s 
eyes? Wil l w e allo w ourselve s t o b e content , despit e th e fac t tha t a n 
imperfect world wil l neve r fulfil l all o f ou r expectations ? 

These quest ion s tak e a  lifetim e t o answe r wholeheartedly . 
But whe n ou r soul s graduall y answe r yes , w e begi n t o tast e lif e a t 
its best . 

My fr ien d Liz , who' s struggle d agains t th e desir e t o b e per -
fect, coine d a  sloga n t o hel p hersel f b e mor e contented . " I cal l i t 
'Dare t o B e Mediocre, ' " she laughe d an d describe d how , wit h thi s 
h u m o r o u s approach , sh e gav e hersel f permissio n t o accep t lif e 
and t o sto p th e relentles s pursui t o f perfectionism . Observin g he r 
for th e las t fe w years , I ' d ad d tha t sh e eve n dare d t o b e happy , 
despite unfulfi l le d expectations . 

Conten t an d happy ? I  can hea r Go d saying , " I dar e you. " 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Ar e yo u perfect ionist i c abou t you r unfulf i l le d desires ? I f so , 
how? 

2. I s feeling conten t wit h you r lif e an appeal in g ide a t o you? Why , 
or wh y not ? 
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GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Paul encourage s th e Philippian s t o b e content : 

Be full of  joy in  the  Lord always.  I  will  say  again,  be  full of  joy. 
Let everyone  see  that you  are  gentle and  kind.  The  Lord  is  coming 

soon. Do  not  worry  about anything,  but  pray  and  ask  God  for everything 
you need,  always  giving  thanks.  And  God's  peace,  which  is  so  great  we 
cannot understand  it,  will  keep  your hearts  and  minds  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Brothers and  sisters,  think  about  the  things  that  are  good and  wor-
thy of  praise.  Think  about  the  things  that  are  true  and  honorable  and 
right and  pure  and  beautiful  and  respected.  Do  what  you  have  learned 
and received  from me,  what  I  told  you,  and  what  you  saw  me  do. A  nd the 
God who gives peace will  be  with you. 

I am very  happy in  the  Lord  that  you  have  shown  your  care  for me 
again. You  continued  to  care  about me,  but  there  was no  way  for you  to 
show it.  I  am  not  telling  you  this  because  I need  anything.  I  have  learned 
to be  satisfied with  the  things  I  have  and  with  everything  that  happens.  I 
know how  to  live  when  I  am  poor,  and  I  know  how  to  live  when  I  have 
plenty. I  have  learned  the  secret  of being  happy  at  any  time  in  everything 
that happens,  when  I  have  enough  to  eat and  whe? I go  hungry,  when  I 
have more  than I  need and when  I  do  not  have  enough.  I  can do  all things 
through Christ,  because  he gives me  strength. 

—Philippians 4:4-13 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w coul d yo u becom e contente d wit h lif e now, despit e unme t 
expectations? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u differentiat e betwee n con ten tmen t an d laziness ? 
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Day 

T H E A R T O F 
s E L F - s A B O T A G E 

oth ing nosedive s m e faste r tha n tryin g o n clothe s i n a 
d e p a r t m e n t store . It ' s th e s ingula r ac t tha t make s m e 

face tha t I ' m overweight . 

Laziness destroys  our  dreams. 

I ca n manag e riflin g throug h th e larger-than-befor e sizes — 
even kee p th e sale s lad y f ro m enter in g th e dressin g roo m whil e 
I 'm changing—bu t I  wilt i n f ron t o f thos e mirror s tha t revea l m y 
lumps i n thre e way s instead o f one . 

Each s h o p p i n g t r ip , I  resolv e t o tak e ac t io n aga ins t m y 
weighty condi t ion . An d I  have . I'v e shoppe d th roug h th e mail , 
purchased style s tha t cove r u p fat , an d qui t weighin g myself . I'v e 
sought consolatio n i n overweigh t fr iend s an d blame d th e peopl e 
at wor k wh o kee p cand y j a r s o n the i r desks . I 'v e t r ie d lot s o f 
things—except th e actio n I  need most . 

Now facin g th e trut h an d startin g a  die t sound s simple , bu t 
i t ' s no t . I n hi s best-sel l in g b o o k . The  Road  Less  Traveled,  psy -
c h o t h e r a p i s t M . Scot t Pec k wrote : "Th e diff icul t y w e hav e i n 
accepting th e responsibilit y fo r ou r behavio r lie s i n th e desir e t o 
avoid th e pai n o f th e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f tha t behav io r .  .  .  bu t 
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a t tempt ing t o avoi d th e pai n o f responsibility , million s an d bil -
lions dail y a t temp t t o escap e f ro m f reedom. " 1 9 

As a  result , w e practic e self-sabotag e an d becom e ou r ow n 
worst enemy . 

hy d o w e b lockad e th e th in g tha t w e mos t desire ? I t 
takes wor k t o mak e dream s com e true , an d ou r lazines s 

fears th e exertio n i t take s t o follo w thos e desires , especiall y i f th e 
pursuit involve s changin g ourselves . I n a  quirk y way , w e fea r suc -
cess becaus e ne w level s o f achievemen t carr y greate r amount s o f 
responsibility. 

Now w e migh t protest , "I' m no t lazy ! I ' m th e busies t perso n 
I know; I  want t o b e a  success. " Bu t lazines s gnaw s a t th e schedule s 
of som e o f th e mos t disciplined . It' s wh y the y ge t organized—an d 
why we pac k ou r day s with activitie s an d at ten d t ime-managemen t 
workshops. 

A woma n whos e accomplishment s I  admir e onc e confided , 
"If I  d o n ' t overloa d m y schedul e wit h activities , I  kno w tha t I'l l 
move towar d iner t ia . I  a m ver y lazy , s o I  impos e busynes s o n 
myself t o kee p going. " 

Another complained , "Whe n m y schedul e i s busiest, m y lazi -
ness fights  bac k i n gran d style . Sometimes , I  fee l a s thoug h I ' m 
pushing a  hug e ston e u p a  hill , an d it' s constantl y threa tenin g t o 
roll bac k an d crus h me. " 

Peck calle d lazines s th e origina l sin , an d claime d i t of te n 
expresses itsel f i n fear . H e explained : "N o mat te r ho w energet ic , 
ambitious, o r eve n wis e w e ma y be , i f we trul y loo k int o ourselve s 
we wil l find  lazines s l u rk in g a t s o m e level . I t i s t h e f o r c e o f 
entropy withi n us , pushin g u s dow n an d hold in g u s al l bac k f ro m 
our spiritua l evolution. " 2 0 An d holdin g u s bac k f ro m ou r dee p 
desires. R 

e leas ing ourselves f ro m lazines s begin s wit h admit t in g th e 
ruth. Admitt in g th e trut h abou t ourselve s i s a spiritua l act , 

the catalys t fo r releas e f ro m wha t bind s us . Admitt in g th e trut h i s 
the f o u n d a t i o n fo r change . I t i s a  protect iv e wal l tha t ou r si n 
nature fights  against . I t i s the doo r t o f r eedo m an d th e fulfi l lmen t 
of ou r desires . 
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Still, af te r admitt in g th e truth , w e mus t kee p walkin g i n i t t o 
push pas t self-sabotage ; t o ignit e th e inerti a tha t hold s u s back ; t o 
unleash th e dream s t rappe d withi n us . Fo r eac h o f us , thi s wal k o f 
truth look s different , bu t a t th e core , w e recogniz e th e nee d fo r 
God t o brin g u s ou t o f th e darknes s (o r ou t o f th e dressin g room ) 
and int o th e light . 

When w e ar e ou r ow n wors t enemy , H e i s th e love r o f ou r 
souls. An d th e mor e w e kno w an d depen d o n Hi s love , th e les s w e 
will fea r ourselve s an d ou r dreams . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Do yo u sabotag e you r dreams ? I f so , how ? 

2. D o yo u fight  a  lazines s tha t hold s yo u back ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

How th e Lor d respond s t o ou r weaknesses : 

My whole  being,  praise the  LORD; 

all my  being, praise his  holy  name. 
My whole  being, praise the  LORD 

and do  not  forget all  his  kindnesses. 
He forgives all  my  sins 

and heals  all  my  diseases. 
He saves  my  life from the  grave 

and loads  me  with love  and mercy. 
He satisfies  me  with good  things 

and makes  me  young again,  like  the  eagle. 

The LORD  does  what is  right  and  fair 
for all  who  are  wronged by  others. 

He showed  his  ways  to  Moses 
and his  deeds  to the people of Israel. 

The LORD  shows  mercy  and is  kind. 
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He does  not become  angry quickly,  and  he  has great love. 
He will  not  always  accuse  us, 

and he  will not  be  angry forever. 
He has  not  punished us  as  our  sins  should  be  punished; 

he has not  repaid  us  for the  evil we  have done. 
AS high as  the  sky is above the  earth, 

so great is  his love  for those  who respect  him. 
He has  taken  our  sins  away  from us 

as far as  the  east is  from west. 
The LORD  has  mercy  on those  who respect  him, 

as a  father has  mercy  on his  children. 
He knows  how  we  were made; 

he remembers that we  are dust. 

It is  good to  sing praises  to  our God; 
it is  good and  pleasant  to  praise him. 

The LORD  rebuilds  Jerusalem; 
he brings back  the captured Israelites. 

He heals  the  brokenhearted 
and bandages  their  wounds. 

He counts  the  stars 
and names  each  one. 

Our Lord  is  great and  very  powerful. 
There is no limit  to  what he  knows. 

—Psalm 103:1-14;  147:lb-5 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w coul d admitt in g th e trut h hel p fulfil l your desires ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u d e p e n d mor e o n God' s love ? 
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Day 

T H E COS T O F 
COMPARISONS 

Comparing our  circumstances with others 
can lead to  isolation and  spiritual  neglect. 

9 t 's bee n a  nerve-rackin g week . Eac h ne w da y b r o u g h t 
more worrie s abou t friends . 

Monday morn ing . A  let te r arrive d f ro m Donna , who ' s i n 
Mexico wit h he r husband . He ' s gettin g treatment s fo r cance r tha t 
recurred afte r a  ten-yea r remission . Unles s Go d per form s a  mira -
cle, thes e coul d b e hi s final  days . 

Monday a f te rnoon . France s f ro m Atlant a calle d t o sa y he r 
daughte r Jessic a teste d positiv e fo r HIV . Jessica cont rac te d th e 
virus f rom th e intravenou s us e o f cocaine . 

Monday evening . I  receive d a  pos tcar d f r o m A m a n d a , a 
fr iend f ro m m y hometown . Sh e wrote : I  wanted  to  give you  my  new 
address as  John [her  husband] and  I  are  separating. .  .  maybe  someday it 
will work. 

Tuesday evening . Fro m suburba n Chicago , Cindy' s husban d 
called t o a n n o u n c e tha t sh e delivere d he r secon d child . (Goo d 
news!) T h e labo r onl y laste d fo r thirt y minutes . (I s tha t reall y pos -
sible?) A  girl . 

Later Tuesda y evening . I  discovered tha t m y longtim e fr ien d 
Christie ha s suffere d i n labo r al l day , tryin g t o delive r a  bab y wh o 
could di e i f certain complication s occur . 
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Wednesday. Christi e an d he r stil l undel ivere d bab y devel -
oped fevers . Afte r tw o day s o f ha r d labor , sh e finally  b i r the d a 
daughter who m nurse s ushere d int o intensiv e care . 

I at e d inne r wit h a  loca l f r ien d who' s contemplat in g divorc e 
f rom a  ma n sh e can ' t tolerat e anymore . 

Thursday. DeeAnn e f ro m Dalla s calle d t o describ e how , tw o 
months ago , he r five-year-old  so n wa s hi t i n th e hea d b y a  car . Hi s 
brain swelled , bu t remarkably , h e recovere d withou t lastin g dam -
age. 

Friday. I  calle d m y mothe r an d learne d tha t Sandy' s four -
teen-year-old so n ha s onl y tw o month s t o live . Sand y an d I  wer e 
best f r iend s in junio r high . 

A 
f t e r a  wee k lik e that , I  fee l helplessl y ou t o f con t ro l . 
Since mos t o f thes e fr iend s liv e out-of-state , there ' s no t 

much I  can d o t o hel p them . S o I  worry—and wonde r i f Go d stil l 
rules th e universe . 

I w o n d e r wh y o n e m o t h e r ' s so n lie s dyin g whil e a n o t h e r 
mother ' s so n miraculousl y lives . Wh y on e f r ien d labore d i n child -
birth fo r a  ha l f -hou r while , o n th e sam e day , a n o t h e r f r i e n d ' s 
birthing proces s tu rne d horrific . Wh y som e wome n find  wedde d 
bliss while other s suffe r in marriage s f ro m hell . 

Strangely, non e o f thes e wome n kno w eac h other . I  a m th e 
only c o m m o n lin k t o the i r emergenc ies . S o I  als o wonder—i f 
these wome n kne w on e ano ther—whethe r they' d find  comfor t o r 
confus ion i n th e d i f f e r en t way s Go d r e s p o n d e d t o thei r pa in . 
Whether they' d compar e thei r tragedie s an d wallo w i n self-pit y o r 
lock a rm s an d suppor t o n e a n o t h e r . W h e t h e r they ' d fee l per -
plexed an d frustrate d with life' s inconsistencies, a s I  did las t week , 
or i f they'd respon d wit h peac e an d strength . 

To b e honest , I ' m relieve d tha t I'l l neve r find  out . They ' r e a 
fabulous g rou p o f women , bu t I  know th e hear t turn s self-protec -
tive when it' s disappointed . 

have see n i t happe n t o friends . I'v e d o n e i t myself . Whe n 
one woma n receive s wha t a n o t h e r woma n wants , thei r 

relationship sutters . The  woma n wh o s  left with unfulfi l le d desire s 
thinks, Why  did she  get what she  wanted? She's  no  better  than I  am!  Sh e 
wants sympathy . Th e woma n who' s obta ine d he r dream s doesn ' t 
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face he r f r iend ' s pain . Sh e want s t o enjo y herself . Consequently , 
the wome n avoi d eac h other , an d i f th e f r iendshi p doesn ' t end , 
it's neve r th e sam e again . 

It 's als o a  tim e whe n bot h wome n ca n neglec t Go d ou t o f 
bitterness o r arrogance . 

Yet I'v e fel t th e warmt h an d smelle d th e sweetnes s whe n tw o 
women, wit h drasticall y d i f f e ren t c i rcumstances , le t th e unful -
filled desire s betwee n the m bin d thei r soul s together . Whe n the y 
ask question s an d listen . Whe n the y answe r graciously , ye t honest -
ly. Whe n the y decid e no th in g i s wort h breakin g u p sisterhood . 
When the y liv e ou t Christ ' s admoni t io n t o lov e ou r neighbor s a s 
ourselves. 

It's a  toug h transition . Bu t th e af termat h yield s th e dep t h o f 
relationship we'r e constantl y searchin g for . An d it' s ho w nonbe -
lievers discove r Go d lovingl y a t wor k i n th e world . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Wit h who m ar e yo u tempte d t o compar e you r circumstances ? 
Why? 

2. Wha t i s the cos t o f makin g thes e comparisons ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

J o h n write s abou t lovin g on e another : 

Dear friends,  we  should  love  each  other,  because  love  comes  from God. 
Everyone who  loves  has become  God's child  and  knows  God.  Whoever  does 
not love  does not know  God,  because  God is  love. This  is  how God  showed 
his love  to us: He  sent  his  one  and only  Son into  the  world so  that we  could 
have life  th rough him.  This  is  what real  love is:  It is  not  our  love  for God; 
it is  God's  love  for us  in  sending  his  Son  to  be  the way  to  take  away  our 
sins. 

Dear friends, if  God  loved  us  that  much  we  also  should  love  each 
other. No one  has  ever  seen God,  but  if  we love each other, God  lives  in  us, 
a nd his  love  is made perfect in  us. 
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We know that  we  live in  God  and he  lives in  us,  because  he gave us 
his Spirit.  We  have seen  and can  testify  that  the  Father sent  his  Son  to  be 
the Savior of  the world.  Whoever  confesses  that Jesus is  the  Son of  God has 
God living  inside,  and  that  person  lives  in  God.  And  so  we know the  love 
that God  has for us,  and  we  trust that  love. 

God is  love.  Those  who  live  in  love  live  in  CM,  and  God  lives  in 
them. This  is  how  love  is  made  perfect  in  us:  that  we  can  be  without fear 
on the  day God  judges us,  because  in this  world  we  are like him. 

We love because  God first loved  us.  If  people  say,  "I  love God,  " but 
hate their  brothers  or  sisters,  they  are  liars.  Those  who  do  not  love  their 
brothers and  sisters,  whom  they  have  seen,  cannot  love  God,  whom  they 
have never  seen.  And  God  gave  us  this  command:  Those  who  love  God 
must also  love  their brothers  and sisters. 

—1 John  4:7-17,  19-21 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo n trul y lov e thos e whos e live s see m be t t e r tha n 
yours? 

2. Wha t i s the cos t o f lovin g thi s way ? 
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Day 

How Do You 
MEASURE M O R E ? 

Sometimes unfulfilled  expectations 
point to  a relentless  desire for more. 

9 n conversation s wit h a  truste d fr iend , th e actres s Gret a 
Garbo descr ibe d he r desir e t o b e c o m e a  legend . Sh e 

said: 

As fa r bac k a s I  ca n r emembe r i n m y memory , I  hav e 
always wanted t o b e lik e Sara h Bernhardt . I  even trie d 
to imi ta t e he r ac t ing , bu t m y S h a k e s p e a r e use d t o 
come ou t to o realistic , an d th e theatrica l possibilitie s 
for m e i n Stockhol m wer e rathe r limited . 

It wa s m y mee t in g wit h Maurit z Stille r [Moje ] s o 
early i n lif e tha t pu t m e o n th e film  road . .  .  .  I  was for -
tuna te t o mee t an d t o receiv e lov e an d he l p f ro m a 
man lik e Moje . I  was luck y tha t h e handpicke d me , bu t 
I was als o luck y tha t I  had th e capacit y t o lear n quickl y 
f rom hi m an d wor k hard . 

I 'm no t sure , honestl y speaking , tha t o the r peopl e 
helped m e tha t much , becaus e I  always despise d them . 
I always fel t tha t the y were no t necessar y fo r th e succes s 
that I  ha d achieve d an d secure d m o r e pe rmanen t l y 
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than anyon e els e i n th e film  industry , sav e p e r h a p s 
Chaplin. 

I despis e peopl e eve n mor e today , becaus e I  d o n ' t 
need the m t o buil d m y fame , an d I  d o n 't nee d the m i n 
my dail y life . I  bel ieve—perhap s illogically—tha t i f I 
b r ing peop l e close r t o myself , the y ma y discove r m y 
real charac te r an d th roug h thei r maneuver ing s an d 
gossiping I  might los e m y legend . 

My legend i s everything t o m e now . I  would no t sel l 
it fo r life , happiness , o r anyone , includin g m y sister , 
my father , o r Moje . A s a  matte r o f fact , I  woul d eve n 
sacrifice m y own lif e so a s no t t o jeopardiz e it . 2 1 

Garbo 's insatiabl e desir e fo r fam e eventuall y compelle d he r 
to withdraw f ro m societ y whe n he r film  review s tu rne d sour . I f sh e 
couldn ' t hav e mor e fam e throug h movies , sh e carefull y calculate d 
more fam e th roug h he r mysteriou s aloofness . Sadly , i n he r ol d 
age, thi s mystiqu e turne d he r int o a  recluse . 

reta gre w ext rem e i n he r reques t fo r more , bu t quit e hon -
estly, I ' m afrai d I ' m gett in g a  bi t "Garboesque " abou t som e 

of my  expectations . Writin g a  boo k consume s me , an d befor e I'v e 
finished thi s manuscript , I ' m alread y wonder in g whethe r a  pub -
lisher wil l allo w m e t o writ e ano the r one . Fo r years , I'v e fel t it' s 
the nex t projec t tha t wil l b e m y best—a s lon g a s someone wil l giv e 
me ano the r chanc e t o publish . 

It's worse wit h m y house . I  bought a  ne w famil y room couch , 
but th e are a won' t loo k righ t unti l I  recove r a  chai r t o matc h it . 
T h e n th e chai r wil l nee d pillows . I n th e meant ime , I  bough t a n 
en ter ta inment center . Afte r that , th e roo m calle d fo r a  ne w ru g t o 
pull i t al l together . No w th e roo m look s lopside d an d need s a 
bookshelf t o balanc e i t off . And , o f course , n o deco r i s finished 
without painting s an d o the r accessories . 

Repeated throughou t a  nine-roo m house , I ' m o n a  constan t 
quest fo r "jus t on e mor e thing " t o mak e th e plac e loo k good . Wit h 
my resources , decoratin g th e hous e wil l becom e a  several-yea r pro -
ject. Bu t already , I ' m beginnin g t o wonde r i f I'l l eve r b e satisfie d 
with th e resul ts—tha t mayb e I'v e un leashe d a n u n q u e n c h a b l e 
desire fo r more . 

I als o wonde r i f th e boo k an d hous e hav e becom e s o para -
mount , tha t I ' m dwindlin g importan t relationships . 
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L O R D , HAV E Y o u FORGOTTE N M E ? 

W h e n i t come s t o fulf i l l in g o u r desires , ho w ca n w e tel l 
whe ther we'r e reall y o n a  ques t fo r more , more , more ? 

It 's probabl y ou r first  clu e whe n th e desir e become s immeasur -
able o r insadabl e o r both . Thos e descriptor s belon g t o God , an d 
when we'r e measurin g ou r unfulfi l le d expectations , w e nee d Hi s 
he lp t o de te rmin e wha t thei r siz e an d limi t shoul d be . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Ar e an y o f you r unfulf i l le d expectat ion s buil t o n a  desir e t o 
acquire more ? 

2. Wha t motivate s yo u t o acquir e more ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Jesus caution s agains t th e desir e t o hav e more : 

Be careful  and  guard  against  all  kinds  of  greed. Life  is  not  measured  by 
how much  one  owns. 

. .  .  There  was  a  rich  man  who  had  some  land,  which  grew  a  good 
crop. He  thought  to  himself  "What  wil l I  do?  I  have  no  place to  keep all 
my crops."  Then  he  said,  "This  is  what  I  will  do:  I  will  tear  down  my 
barns and  build  bigger  ones, and  there  I will  store  all my  grain and  other 
goods. Then  I  can  say  to  myself,  7  have  enough  good  things  stored  to  last 
for many  years.  Rest,  eat,  drink,  and  enjoy  life!'  " 

But God  said to  him, "Foolish  man! Tonight  your  life  will  be  taken 
from you.  So  who will  get those  things you  have  prepared  for yourself?" 

This is  how  it  will  be  for those  who  store  up  things  for  themselves 
and are  not rich  toward  God. 

Don't fear,  little  flock, because  your  Father  wants  to  give you  the 
kingdom. Sell  your  possessions  and  give  to  the  poor.  Get  for yourselves 
purses that  will  not  wear  out,  the  treasure  in  heaven  that  never  runs  out, 
where thieves can't  steal  and  moths  can't  destroy.  Your  heart  will  be  where 
your treasure  is. 

—Luke 12:15-21,  32-34 

74 



W H Y N O T M E , L O R D ? 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Wha t d o you r u n m e t expec ta t ion s revea l abou t wher e you r 
"treasure" is ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u becom e ric h towar d Go d instea d o f things ? 
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REAL WOME N 
DON T D O 

INSTANT GARDEN S 
Sometimes God  delays  our  desires so 

He can change what's thorny  about us. T 
oday, I  se t stif f goal s fo r wri t in g m o r e en t r i e s i n thi s 
book. S o naturally , I  woun d u p put ter in g i n m y flowe r 

gardens. ( A prolifi c autho r onc e tol d m e h e work s o n five  book s 
at a  t im e s o h e ca n alway s procras t ina t e o n four! ) Bu t castin g 
aside a  writer' s ben t towar d delayin g he r work , wha t draw s m e t o 
the flowe r beds ? 

I 'm ne w t o th e gardenin g life , bu t a lon g wit h dir t digger s 
through th e ages , I ' m alread y espousin g th e joys o f gett in g clos e 
to na tur e an d respectin g it s rhythms . I  suspec t it' s a  throwbac k t o 
Eden, whe n th e Creato r assigne d garden in g task s t o Ada m an d 
Eve, an d o n m y mor e philosophica l days , I  thin k o f mysel f a s par -
t ic ipat ing i n a n anc i en t r i tua l o f t e n d i n g th e ea r t h o n G o d ' s 
behalf. M y min d float s t o m y mother , g r andmothe r , an d multi -
tudes o f wome n b e f o r e t h e m wh o fol lowe d the i r ins t inct s t o 
create an d n u r t u r e — a n d fel l captiv e t o th e mystica l sight s an d 
smells o f th e flowe r garden . 

These roman t i c musings , however , d o n ' t nega t e th e fac t 
that g a r d e n i n g requi re s ha r d work . A t th e j o b , I  us e th e buz z 
words "labo r intensive " t o describ e t ime-consumin g projects . Bu t 
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in m y yard , I  kno w it ' s just a  lo t o f bend ing , s tooping , pulling , 
pushing, haul ing , digging , cl ippin g an d p inchin g tha t make s a 
garden grow . An d i f I ' m int o instan t gratification , thi s isn' t th e 
place t o be . 

most o f m y life , I'v e fel t lure d b y th e sire n o f instan t 
gratification. M y sister insist s that , a s a  newborn , I  poppe d 

out o f th e wom b wantin g thing s m y way , righ t away . I  resis t he r 
description o f m e a s th e spoiled , younges t child . Ye t I  kno w that , 
personally an d professionally , I'v e chose n short - ter m activitie s 
a n d wri t in g p ro jec t s tha t provid e ins tan t gra t i f ica t io n fo r m y 
efforts. I  recognize tha t thi s siste r speak s wit h a  kerne l o f truth . 

So gardenin g mark s a  transitio n o f outloo k an d characte r fo r 
me. Plantin g a  ne w be d o f bulb s las t fal l mean t waitin g ou t th e col d 
months until , a  few weeks ago , tulip s and daffodil s peeked fro m th e 
ground. Ye t thi s morning , whe n neighbor s strolle d b y an d compli -
mented th e profusio n o f re d an d yellow , I  calmly sai d "than k you " 
instead o f describin g m y har d wor k o r explainin g that , al thoug h 
the res t o f th e yar d look s bare , I' m preparin g i t fo r fu ture glories . 

These stroller s won ' t watc h m e p r u n e th e rosebushes , til l 
and enric h th e flower-be d soil , por e throug h see d catalogs , ma p 
out garde n plans , plan t summe r bulbs , transplan t stra y daylilies , 
scour th e loca l nurserie s fo r equipment , ten d t o a  compost , plan t 
the lila c bushes , attac k th e dandelions , spen d to o muc h mone y o n 
plantings, kee p th e ca t f ro m eatin g th e herbs , o r spray , fertilize , 
and wate r i t all . Bu t the y wil l no t ic e an d a d m i r e th e eventua l 
results: a  creativ e expressio n o f beauty . 

In th e end , it' s th e hop e o f beaut y tha t sustain s m e throug h 
the d o r m a n t an d prepara tor y m o n t h s whe n I ' m e i the r cut t in g 
things bac k o r buryin g the m i n th e g roun d an d whe n dirt y wor k 
yields n o perceptibl e reward s excep t sor e muscle s an d a n achin g 
back. Eve n I—th e write r o f al l thing s short—hav e accepte d that , 
in th e garden , there ' s n o instan t anything . 

I hav e als o falle n t o ano the r labore d habi t tha t ga rdener s 
annoy thei r f r iend s with : talkin g abou t wha t we'v e learne d 

f rom th e garde n (afte r firs t describin g i n detai l everythin g w e did 
in th e garden) . So , o f course , there ' s a  spiritua l applicatio n mids t 
these ramblings . Th e ide a isn' t original , bu t a s I'v e worke d i n th e 
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yard, I'v e though t o f ho w gardenin g principle s relat e t o th e fulfill-
men t o f m y desires . 

T h r o u g h o u t na ture , the re ' s a  cyclica l pa t te r n o f dyin g t o 
eventually sprin g bac k wit h ne w life . I n th e fall , I  cut down , cove r 
up, an d abando n th e flowe r beds . Lookin g ou t m y kitche n win -
dow i n December , i t seems doubt fu l tha t they'l l eve r bloo m again . 
Yet th e sam e vie w dur in g Jul y wil l crow d wit h color , i f I  exercis e 
faith an d perseveranc e dur in g th e mon th s between . 

Jesus sai d tha t unles s a  grai n o f whea t fall s t o th e g r o u n d 
and dies , i t wil l neve r yiel d a  harves t (Joh n 12:24) . S o it' s bee n 
with m y u n m e t expectat ions . Befor e fulfil l in g m y desires , Go d 
of ten cut s dow n thos e d ream s an d burie s t he m i n a  charac te r 
development proces s tha t feel s lik e death . T h e n later , whe n I ' m 
c o n t e n t t o liv e withou t t hem , H e resurrec t s thos e desire s a n d 
hands the m t o me . They ' r e mor e beautifu l and bount i fu l tha n I ' d 
imagined, an d I  realize they'r e a  produc t o f th e do rman t an d dif -
ficult time s o f a  winte r past . 

Strangely enough , fr iend s an d famil y member s d o n ' t notic e 
my fulfille d desires a s much a s they poin t ou t th e change s i n me . I 
haven ' t ye t becom e a n objec t o f beauty . (Unfortunately , charac -
ter shapin g require s a  lifetim e ra the r tha n jus t fou r seasons. ) Bu t 
I 'm encourage d t o kno w that , i f I ' m faithful , God wil l expres s Hi s 
creativity throug h someon e a s thorn y a s me . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. I n regar d t o you r unme t expectations , wha t seaso n o f th e yea r 
are yo u in ? Why ? 

2. Wha t characte r buildin g migh t Go d b e accomplishin g i n yo u 
dur ing thi s season ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 
More admoni t ion s f ro m th e psalmist : 

Trust the  LORD  and  do  good. 
Live in  the  land and  feed on  truth. 
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Enjoy serving  the  LORD, 

and he  will give you what  you  want. 
Depend on  the  LORD; 

trust him,  and  he  will take  care  of you. 
Then your  goodness will  shine  like  the  sun, 

and your  fairness like  the  noonday sun. 

When a  person's steps  follow the  LORD, 

God is  pleased with  his  ways. 
If he  stumbles, he  will not  fall, 

because the  LORD  holds  his  hand. 

I was young, and  now  I  am old, 
but I  have  never  seen  good people left  helpless 
or their children  begging  for food. 

Good people always lend  freely to  others, 
and their  children  are  a blessing. 

Stop doing  evil  and  do  good, 
so you will  live  forever. 

The LORD  loves  justice 
and will  not  leave  those  who worship  him. 

Wait for the  LORD'S  help 
and follow him. 

He will  honor  you  and  give  you  the  land. 
—Psalm 37:3-6,  23-28a,  34b 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u d e p e n d o n Go d dur in g th e d o r m a n t an d difficul t 
times? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u wai t fo r th e Lord ? 
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DYING T O PLEAS E 
Trying to  appease people  can  keep us 

from pursuing  our  God-given  desires. 

etween th e year s 62 0 an d 56 0 B.C. , a n ex-slav e arrive d i n 
the cour t o f Croesus , th e las t o f th e king s o f Lydi a i n Asi a 

Minor. Name d Aesop , thi s f r eedman gaine d fam e an d respec t a s a 
nar ra to r o f fable s abou t animals . 

Despite th e change s o f twenty-fiv e centuries , Aesop' s fable s 
still thriv e an d teac h u s lesson s today . Fo r example , rea d th e stor y 
of " T h e Miller , Hi s Son , an d Thei r Donkey. " 

A mille r an d hi s so n wer e drivin g thei r donke y t o a 
n e i g h b o r i n g fai r t o sel l h im . The y ha d no t g o n e fa r 
when the y me t a  g r o u p o f girl s re turn in g f ro m town , 
laughing an d talkin g together . 

"Look, there! " crie d on e o f them . "Di d yo u eve r 
see suc h fools , t o b e t rudgin g alon g th e roa d o n foot , 
when the y ough t t o b e riding! " 

So th e ma n pu t th e bo y o n th e donkey , an d the y 
went o n thei r way . Presently , the y cam e u p t o a  g rou p 
of ol d me n i n earnes t debate . 

80 



W H Y N O T M e., L O R D ? 

"There!" sai d o n e o f them . "Tha t prove s exactl y 
what I  was saying . N o o n e pay s an y respec t t o ol d ag e 
in thes e days . Loo k a t tha t idl e youn g rogu e r iding , 
while hi s poo r ol d fa the r ha s t o walk . Ge t down , yo u 
lazy lout , an d le t th e ol d ma n res t hi s weary limbs. " 

T h e mille r m a d e hi s so n d i smoun t an d go t o n 
the donkey ' s bac k i n hi s place . An d i n thi s m a n n e r , 
they proceede d alon g th e wa y unti l the y me t a  compa -
ny o f wome n an d chi ldren . 

"Why, s h a m e o n you , l azybones! " the y c r i ed . 
"How ca n yo u rid e whil e tha t poo r littl e la d ca n hardl y 
keep u p wit h you? " T he goo d miller , wishin g t o please , 
took u p hi s so n t o si t beh in d him . 

But jus t a s the y reache d th e edg e o f th e village , a 
townsman calle d ou t t o them : " I hav e a  goo d min d t o 
repor t yo u t o th e authorit ie s fo r overloadin g tha t poo r 
beast s o shamelessly . Yo u big , hulkin g fellow s shoul d 
be t te r b e abl e t o carr y tha t donke y tha n th e o the r wa y 
a round . " 

So, sighing , th e mille r an d hi s so n tie d th e beast ' s 
legs together , an d wit h a  pol e acros s thei r shoulders , 
c a r r i ed th e d o n k e y ove r th e b r idg e tha t le d t o th e 
town. Thi s wa s such a n enter ta in in g sigh t t o th e towns -
folk tha t crowd s cam e ou t t o laug h a t it . 

T h e p o o r a n i m a l , f r i g h t e n e d b y t h e u p r o a r , 
began t o struggl e t o f re e himself . I n th e mids t o f th e 
turmoil , th e as s slipped of f th e pol e an d ove r th e rai l o f 
the bridge , int o th e wate r an d wa s drowned . 

Application: Tr y t o pleas e al l an d yo u en d b y pleasin g 
none . 2 2 

It 's still t rue . Whe n w e tr y t o pleas e to o man y people , w e 
wind u p pleasin g n o one . No t eve n ourselves—an d espe -

cially no t God . Peopl e pleasin g ca n blu r Hi s un iqu e visio n fo r u s 
and leav e u s with mound s o f unme t dream s an d expectations . 

W o m e n especiall y en t renc h themselve s i n peopl e pleasing . 
Husbands , children , employers , ex tende d family , an d fr iend s ca n 
d e m a n d s o muc h tha t w e los e sigh t o f God ' s visio n fo r us . W e 
become slave s t o to o man y masters . 
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"No on e ca n serv e tw o masters, " sai d Jesus. "Th e perso n wil l 
hate on e maste r an d lov e th e other , o r wil l follo w one maste r an d 
refuse t o follo w th e o ther " (Mathe w 6:24) . W e ca n en d u p despis -
ing ourselves , too , i f we neve r follo w th e quie t voic e withi n us . 

I 'm no t suggestin g tha t w e sto p lovin g an d servin g people , 
but tha t w e pu t the m int o prope r perspectiv e t o follo w God' s per -
sonal cal l t o us . When we'r e frustrate d about livin g with unfulfille d 
desires, i t help s t o ask , "A m 1  so bus y pleasin g other s tha t I ' m no t 
fulfilling God's purpos e fo r me? " 

The answe r coul d b e surprisin g an d lif e changing . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Ar e yo u tryin g t o pleas e to o man y peop l e an d missin g you r 
heart ' s desires ? Ho w d o yo u fee l abou t this ? 

2. Wha t tempt s yo u towar d peopl e pleasing ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Christ 's startlin g word s abou t peopl e pleasing : 

All those  who  stand  before  others and  say  they  believe  in  me,  I  will  say 
before my Father in  heaven  that  they  belong to me. But all  who  stand before 
others and  say  they  do  not  believe  in  me,  I  will  say  before  my Father  in 
heaven that  they  do not  belon g to  me. 

Don't think  that  I  came  to bring peace to the earth. I  did not  come  to 
bring peace, but  a  sword. I  have  come  so that 

a son  will  be  against his  father, 
a daughter  will  be  against her  mother, 

a daughter-in-law  will  be  against her  mother-in-law. 
A person's  enemies  will  be  members of his own  family.  " 

Those who love  their father or  mother more  than they  love me are not 
worthy to  be my followers. Those  who  love  their son or  daughter more  than 
they love  me  are  not  worthy  to  be  my followers. Whoever  is  not  willing  to 
carry the cross and follow me  is not worthy  of  me. Those  who  try  to hold on 
to their lives will  give up  true  life.  Those  who give up  their  lives  for me  will 
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hold on  to  true  life.  Whoever  accepts  you  also  accepts  me,  and  whoever 
accepts me  also accepts  the One  who  sent  me.  Whoever  meets  a prophet and 
accepts him  will  receive  the  reward  of  a  prophet.  And  whoever  accepts  a 
good person  because  that  person  is  good will  receive  the reward  of  a  good 
person. Those  who  give  one  of  these little ones  a  cup  of  cold  water  because 
they are  my followers will  truly  get  their  reward. 

—Matthew 10:32-42 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. I n you r life , what wil l i t mean t o pleas e Go d mor e tha n people ? 

2. Hav e yo u neglecte d fulfillin g an y o f God ' s desire s fo r you ? I f 
so, ho w ca n yo u begi n t o fulfil l them ? 
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part Four 

LIVING I N 
THE No w 

Accepting your  life,  one  day at  a  time 

he son  asked,  What  is  the  secret  of  continued  en-
durance? 

His father  answered,  It  is  Jound in  seeing  Him who  is 
invisible. It  is  found in  looking  at the joy that  is  set before thee. 
It is  found in  considering  Him who  endured. 

It is  found in  taking  for thine  own  the  words of one who 
was tempted  to  wax  faint,  "In  the  day  when  I  cried  Thou 
answeredst me,  and  strengthenedst  me  with  strength  in  my 
soul. " It is  found in  staking thine  all  upon the  lightest word of 
the Lord,  thy  Redeemer.  It  is  found in  loyalty.  It is  found in 
love.23 

Amy Carmichael , 
His thoughts  said  .  .  .  His Father said .  .  . 
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In my earl y twenties , I  w e a t h e r e d a  d i f f icu l t r o o m m a t e 
a r r a n g e m e n t . O n e o f m y re sen tmen t s towar d Beck y fes -

tered o n he r hope-ches t item s stuffe d i n od d crannie s a roun d ou r 
rambling, ol d apar tment . 

For instance , ever y t im e sh e opene d th e living-roo m close t 
and inadvertentl y displaye d a n unuse d Tupperwar e se t c ramme d 
on th e to p shelf , I  sighed . 

"I wan t t o sav e the m fo r marriage, " she ' d explained . S o w e 
used a n d b r o k e m y d i she s a n d a p p l i a n c e s . A n d whil e Beck y 
hoped fo r nuptia l bliss , I  fantasized abou t confiscatin g he r plasti c 
conta iners fo r ou r nex t r oun d o f leftovers . 

Becky's wait-for-late r out loo k bugge d m e a t o the r points , 
too. Whe n I  needed t o clea n behin d ou r refrigerator , I  asked he r 
to he l p pul l th e applianc e awa y f rom a  kitche n wall . 

"Oh, no, " sh e protested . "W e shoul d wai t fo r a  ma n t o d o 
that." 

Since m e n ar e generall y physicall y s t ronge r tha n women , 
he r c o m m e n t s o u n d e d logical . Bu t w e d i d n ' t hav e acces s t o a 
male wh o coul d help , an d th e j ob coul d hav e bee n easil y accom -
plished b y th e tw o o f us . After explaining thes e fact s to Becky , sh e 
still demur red . S o I  shoved ou t th e refr igerato r b y myself . 

Eventually, Beck y an d I  forgav e ou r difference s an d staye d 
f r i e n d s . An d i f I ' d l i s t ene d t o h e r p r o t e s t a t i o n s , I  p r o b a b l y 
wouldn ' t suffe r with bac k problem s today . Bu t I  stil l believ e tha t 
young, singl e wome n shoul d collec t domesti c good s fo r a n apart -
ment instea d o f a  hop e chest , becaus e the y d o n ' t kno w ho w lon g 
the interva l betwee n schoo l an d marriag e wil l exist , an d gainin g 
i n d e p e n d e n c e doesn ' t mea n losin g feminini t y o r th e h o p e fo r 
marriage. 

My a n g e r towar d Beck y p robab l y f o r e t o l d th e school -
marriage ga p tha t neve r close d fo r me . An d throug h th e 

years, I 'v e wrestle d wit h f rus t ra t io n whil e observin g w o m e n — 
i n c l u d i n g myse l f—wh o d o n ' t fac e s inglenes s realistically . W e 
totter betwee n tw o types : wome n wh o forge t th e fu tur e an d don ' t 
make ca ree r o r financial  plans , o r o the r s wh o worr y s o muc h 
about gett in g marrie d tha t the y d o n ' t enjo y today . Bot h type s con -
cede t o th e Cinderell a complex , ou r belie f tha t me n wil l rescu e 
and tak e car e o f us . 

86 



LIVING I N TH E N O W 

This rescu e mentality , however , doesn ' t contai n itsel f withi n 
the boundar ie s o f m e n an d marriage . Marrie d wome n suffe r f ro m 
it, too . Whe n lif e doesn ' t mee t ou r expectations , it' s easie r t o fan -
tasize a b o u t s o m e o n e solvin g th e p r o b l e m fo r u s r a t h e r tha n 
facing realit y an d adjustin g t o i t . . . o r t o den y th e proble m alto -
ge the r ra the r tha n changin g wha t need s t o b e fixed.  Somethin g 
d e e p withi n u s resist s th e demis e o f ou r dreams . 

Ironically, it' s nearl y impossibl e t o obtai n thos e dream s unti l 
we recko n wit h today' s realities . T h e sam e inne r for t i tud e tha t 
helps u s realisticall y an d contentedl y wal k throug h eac h da y als o 
infuses u s wit h th e h o p e an d courag e t o chang e an d affec t th e 
fu ture . An d i n th e spiritua l realm , Go d ma y dela y miracle s unti l 
we've accepte d Hi s lordshi p ove r th e dail y an d th e mundane . 

J e s u s to l d u s t o f o r g e t a b o u t t o m o r r o w ' s worr ies . T h a t 
begins wit h takin g car e o f ourselve s today . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

While readin g Par t Four , thin k o f th e way s you ca n accep t today' s 
realities whil e waitin g fo r tomorrow' s dreams . 

1. D o yo u h a r b o r a  rescu e menta l i t y towar d you r u n f u l f i l l e d 
expectations? 

2. What ' s difficul t about acceptin g you r lif e today ? 

3. Wha t keep s yo u f ro m facin g today' s realities ? 
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Day 

TRUTH O R 
CONSEQUENCES 

Bitterness about  our  lives today 
creates problems for tomorrow. 

ears be fo r e wome n employe d themselve s outs id e th e 
h o m e , Maggi e worke d a s a  lawye r an d love d it . A  fe w 

years int o he r career , sh e marr ie d a  handsom e youn g architec t 
and, withi n months , go t pregnant . Maggi e decide d t o sta y h o m e 
with he r daughter , bu t mor e becaus e o f famil y expectation s tha n 
he r ow n desires . Sh e p l a n n e d a  r e t u r n t o prac t ic e whe n h e r 
daughter en tere d school . 

Instead, Maggi e gav e birt h t o anothe r daughter . An d anoth -
er. Maggi e h a d n ' t p lanne d o n thes e secon d an d thir d babies , an d 
she imagine d th e year s s t re tchin g befor e he r wit h no th in g bu t 
m o u n d s o f dirt y diaper s i n sight . Sh e love d he r daughters , bu t 
sometimes sh e fel t depresse d an d annoye d b y thei r intrusio n o n 
her professiona l work . 

T h e n th e u n t h i n k a b l e h a p p e n e d . H e r h u s b a n d , ful l o f 
promise fo r a  brillian t career , decide d t o qui t hi s j ob an d trai n fo r 
the pastorate . I n thos e days , a  pastor ' s wif e d idn ' t wor k outsid e 
the parsonage , excep t t o engag e i n churc h activities . Maggi e visu -
alized he r la w practic e i n flames . 
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Despite he r impassione d protests , Maggie' s husban d packe d 
u p hi s famil y t o a t ten d seminar y an d late r too k the m t o severa l 
small chu rche s a r o u n d th e country . H e love d hi s wor k an d th e 
congregat ions admire d him . Maggie , wit h he r dea d dreams , fel t 
t rapped an d gre w bitter . 

At first  sh e stuffe d th e disappointmen t withi n her , bu t a s th e 
years passed , Maggi e bega n poisonin g relat ionship s wit h it . Sh e 
regularly criticize d churc h member s an d particularl y th e women , 
whom sh e considere d stupi d an d unambitious . Sh e raile d a t he r 
husband an d picke d a t he r daughter s wit h a  persisten t perfection -
ism. 

Beneath i t all , I  believ e Maggi e hate d hersel f fo r losin g he r 
dreams, fo r becomin g th e woma n sh e d idn ' t wan t t o be , fo r he r 
abject unhappiness . Sh e wouldn ' t accep t th e demis e o f he r caree r 
and , consequently , refuse d t o enjo y life . Sh e practice d denia l i n 
one o f it s uglies t forms : th e kin d tha t to rpedoe s everyon e withi n 
shoot ing range . 

More year s passe d an d Maggi e an d he r husban d eventuall y 
exited th e ministry . The i r churc h an d childre n ha d grow n trou -
bled and , a s a  surpris e t o fe w people , Maggi e ha d descende d int o 
d e e p despair . Unfortunately , leavin g th e pastorat e d idn ' t improv e 
Maggie's outlook , an d sh e suffere d round s o f doctor s an d med -
ication an d hospitalizatio n i n a n a t temp t t o reviv e he r soul . 

Eventually, Maggi e died , onl y i n he r forties , i n a  hospita l fo r 
the mentall y dis turbed . Som e sa y she commit te d suicide . 

I d o no t rela y thi s stor y t o criticiz e Maggi e o r he r husban d 
or he r family . I n fact , I'v e o f te n w o n d e r e d if , give n th e 

same circumstances , I ' d behav e muc h wors e tha n Maggie . Losin g 
ou r d ream s ca n traumatiz e us . 

On th e othe r hand , refusin g t o accep t ou r live s create s repug -
nant circumstances . W e ca n descen d int o a  bitternes s s o blindin g 
tha t w e c a n ' t cons ide r creativ e op t ion s o r recogniz e a  "secon d 
chance" when i t arrives . We'r e to o bus y pityin g ourselves . 

We le t th e trut h strangl e u s when Jesus sai d th e trut h ca n se t 
us f re e t o liv e productivel y (Joh n 8:31) . 

Avoiding th e bi t te r consequence s o f dea d d r eam s m e a n s 
releasing ou r live s t o Go d eac h day . Bi t b y bit , ou r denia l tear s u s 
down and , littl e b y little , Hi s trut h build s u s up . 

89 



LORD, HAV E YO U FORGETTE N M E ? 

When th e roa d split s int o tw o paths , it' s bet te r t o follo w th e 
pain o f trut h tha n th e numbnes s o f denial . T h e trut h ca n lea d t o 
life an d joy . Denia l lead s t o pai n an d death . Th e pat h w e choos e 
will mak e al l th e difference . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Have yo u recognize d th e trut h abou t you r lif e today ? Explain . 

2. D o yo u harbo r an y bitternes s abou t thi s reality ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Jesus tol d th e Jews : 

"If you continue  to  obey my  teaching,  you  are  truly my  followers. Then  you 
will know  the  truth, and  the  truth  will  make  you free. " 

They answered,  "We  are  Abraham's  children,  and  we  have  never 
been anyone's slaves.  So  why do  you say  we  will be  free?" 

Jesus answered,  "I  tell you  the  truth,  everyone  who  lives  in  sin  is  a 
slave to  sin. A  slave  does  not stay  with  a  family forever,  but  a  son belongs 
to the  family forever.  So  if  the  Son  makes  you free, you  will  be  truly free. I 
know you  are  Abraham's children,  but  you  want  to  kill  me  because  you 
don't accept  my  teaching.  I  am telling  you  what  my  Father has  shown  me, 
but you  do  what  your  father has  told  you. " 

They answered,  "Our  father is  Abraham. " 
Jesus said,  "If  you were  really Abraham's children,  you  would  do  the 

things Abraham  did.  I  am  a  man  who  has  told  you  the  truth  which  I 
heard from God,  but  you  are  trying  to  kill me.  Abraham did  nothing  like 
that. So  you are  doing the  things  your  own  father did.  " 

But they  said,  "We  are  not  like  children  who  never  knew  who  their 
father was.  God  is  our Father; he  is the  only Father we  have. " 

Jesus said  to  them,  "If  God  were  really your Father,  you  would  love 
me, because  I  came  from God  and  now  I  am  here.  I  did  not  come  by my 
own authority;  God  sent  me.  You  don't  understand  what  I  say,  because 
you cannot  accept  my  teaching.  You  belong  to  your  father the  devil,  and 
you want  to  do  what  he  wants.  He  was  a  murderer  from the  beginning 
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and was  against  the  truth,  because  there is no  truth  in  him.  When  he  tells 
a lie,  he  shows what  he  is really  like, because  he is a liar  and  the  father of 
lies. But  because  I  speak  the  truth,  you  don't  believe  me. Can  any  of  you 
prove that  I  am  guilty  of  sin?  If  I  am  telling  the  truth,  why  don't  you 
believe me? The  person who  belongs  to God accepts what God  says. But  you 
don't accept  what  God  says, because  you don't  belong  to God. " 

—John 8:31-47 

1. Ho w coul d Sata n b e keepin g yo u f ro m th e truth ? 

2. Wha t dail y descent s int o denia l migh t yo u nee d t o overcome ? 
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T H E PRACTIC E 
OF FAIT H 

Spiritual discipline  builds 
tenacity for times  of  uncertainty. 

n he r las t yea r o f life , th e ce l eb ra t e d d a n c e r Mar th a 
Graham publ i she d Blood  Memory,  a n au tobiographica l 

accoun t o f he r lif e an d d a n c e phi losophy . T h e o p e n i n g para -
graphs describe d he r dail y regim e o f practic e an d underscore d 
a principl e o f life . 

Martha wrote : 

I am a  dancer . 
I believ e tha t w e lear n b y practice . W h e t h e r i t 

means t o lear n t o danc e b y practicin g danc in g o r t o 
learn t o liv e b y practicin g living , th e principle s ar e th e 
same. I n eac h i t i s the per formanc e o f a  dedicate d pre -
cise se t o f acts , physica l o r intel lectual , f r o m whic h 
c o m e s th e s h a p e o f a c h i e v e m e n t , a  sens e o f o n e ' s 
being, a  satisfactio n o f spirit . O n e become s i n som e 
area a n athlet e o f God . 

To practic e mean s t o per form , i n th e fac e o f al l 
obstacles, som e ac t o f vision , o f faith , o f desire . Prac -
tice i s a mean s o f invitin g th e perfect io n desired . 
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I thin k th e reaso n danc e ha s hel d suc h a n ageles s 
magic fo r th e worl d i s tha t i t ha s bee n th e symbo l o f 
the p e r f o r m a n c e o f living . Eve n a s I  write , t im e ha s 
b e g u n t o mak e toda y yesterday—th e past . T h e mos t 
brilliant scientifi c discoverie s wil l i n tim e chang e an d 
pe rhaps gro w obsolete , a s ne w scientifi c manifestation s 
emerge . Bu t ar t i s eternal, fo r i t reveal s th e inne r land -
scape, whic h i s th e sou l o f man . 

Many time s I  hea r th e phras e "th e danc e o f life. " 
It i s a n express io n tha t t ouche s m e deeply , fo r th e 
ins t rument th roug h whic h th e danc e speak s i s also th e 
i n s t r u m e n t t h r o u g h whic h lif e i s l ived—th e h u m a n 
body. .  .  . 

Dancing appear s glamorous , easy , delightful . Bu t 
the pat h t o th e paradis e o f th e achievemen t i s not easi -
er tha n an y o ther . T h e r e i s fat igu e s o grea t tha t th e 
body cries , eve n i n it s sleep . The r e ar e time s o f com -
plete frustrat ion , ther e ar e dail y smal l deaths . T h e n I 
n e e d al l th e c o m f o r t tha t pract ic e ha s s tore d i n m y 
memory, a  tenacit y o f faith. 2 4 

h e n d a n c i n g gre w diff icul t , Mar th a dre w o n th e disci -
pline learne d i n dail y practice . 

It's a n ap t me tapho r fo r ou r spiritua l lives . Th e dail y prac -
tice o f f a i th—o f del ibera te l y walkin g wit h God—deve lop s ou r 
s t r eng th fo r pass in g t h r o u g h u n c e r t a i n a n d di f f icul t t imes . I t 
s t rengthens ou r spiritua l muscles , s o whe n they'r e stretched , w e 
d o n ' t sna p unde r th e pressure . 

An indelibl e exampl e o f thi s disciplin e shine s th roug h m y 
f r iend Madalene . No t lon g ago , he r husban d die d f ro m cancer . 
And thoug h she ' s grieving , there ' s a  peac e permeat in g he r spirit . 

At first,  I  feare d Madalen e migh t b e i n denial . Bu t a s I'v e 
watched he r pas s th roug h thi s valley , I'v e change d m y mind . She' s 
walked closel y wit h Go d fo r man y years , an d th e dail y practic e o f 
His presenc e ha s p roduce d a  strengt h sh e relie s o n now . 

Madalene say s it' s th e resul t o f dail y choices . "Whe n Harla n 
first becam e ill , I  chos e t o practic e thankin g Go d fo r everythin g 
a n d b e l i e v i n g t ha t al l t h i n g s wor k t o g e t h e r f o r g o o d , " sh e 
expla ined t o m e a t lunc h on e day . "Tha t sustain s m e dur in g th e 
grief." 
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Now i n h e r sixties , M a d a l e n e d i d n ' t star t t o obe y G o d ' s 
Word whe n dea t h app roache d he r home . She ' d bee n choosin g 
the righ t wa y fo r years—an d tha t disciplin e guide s he r th roug h 
the shadowlands . Unfor tuna te ly , I ' m u n a c c u s t o m e d t o peop l e 
walking thi s clos e t o God , an d I  almos t mistoo k th e Hol y Spirit ' s 
work fo r a  possibl e dysfunction . 

After ou r lunc h together , I  r e tu rne d h o m e inspire d b y m y 
f r iend ' s example—an d chastise d tha t I ' d falle n int o th e habi t o f 
calling o n Go d onl y whe n I  nee d Him , rathe r tha n communicat -
ing wit h Hi m a s a  f r i e n d ever y day . W h e n m y des i re s r ema i n 
unfulfi l led and I  pass throug h th e valle y o f disappointment , I  nee d 
the "tenacit y o f faith " tha t onl y practic e ca n develo p withi n me . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. D o yo u nee d t o develo p th e disciplin e o f walkin g wit h Go d 
every day ? 

2. Ho w ca n thi s disciplin e comfor t yo u whil e livin g wit h unful -
filled desires ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A song o f trus t i n God : 

The LORD  is  my  light  and  the  one who saves  me. 
I fear no  one. 

The LORD  protects  my  life; 
I am afraid  of  no one. 

Evil people  may  try  to destroy my  body. 
My enemies  and  those  who hate  me  attack me, 

but they  are overwhelmed and  defeated. 
If an  army  surrounds  me, 

I will  not  be  afraid. 
If war  breaks  out, 

I will  trust  the  LORD. 
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I ask  only  one  thing  from the  LORD. 

This is  what I  want: 
let me  live in  the  LORD'S  house 
all my  life. 

let me  beauty 
and look  with my  own eyes  at  his  Temple. 

During danger  he  will keep  me safe in  his  shelter. 
He will  hide  me  in his  Holy  Tent, 
or he will  keep me  safe on a  high  mountain. 

My head  is  higher than  my  enemies around  me. 
I wil l offer  joyful sacrifices  in  his  Holy  Tent. 

I will  sing  and  praise  the  LORD. 

LORD, hear  me  when I  call; 
have merry  and answer  me. 

My heart  said  of  you, "Go,  worship him.  " 
So I come  to worship  you,  LORD. 

I truly  believe 
I will  live  to  see the  LORD'S  goodness. 

Wait for the  LORD'S  help. 
Be strong and  brave, 
and wait  for the  LORD'S  help. 

—Psalm 27:1-8,  13-14 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Whe n th e psalmis t wante d help , h e praise d God . Wh y d o yo u 
think h e di d this ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u worshi p th e Lor d whil e waitin g fo r help ? 
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SOMEBODY S RIGH T 
BEHIND YO U 

Advice is  good, but  it  can' t replace  the 
voice of  God, telling  us which way  to  turn. 

Y 
ou've go t t o tak e thi s job. It' s everythin g you'v e wanted! " 
My f r i e n d ' s voic e gre w louder , m o r e insisten t o n th e 

phone . 
"Maybe," I  sighed. " I jus t don ' t kno w .  . . " 
"Well, I  thin k you ' r e makin g a  bi g mistak e i f yo u pas s thi s 

up," h e warned . 
"I'm no t s o sure, " I  repeated, resentin g hi s pushiness . 
Equally frustrate d wit h eac h other , w e abruptl y e n d e d th e 

conversation. I  cradle d th e p h o n e receive r an d d r o p p e d t o th e 
couch i n a  hea p o f tears . 

Recently I ' d bee n offere d a  ne w jo b tha t woul d chang e m y 
location, m y entir e life . Unfortunately , I  couldn ' t decid e whethe r 
to accep t o r rejec t it , an d th e stres s was clobbering me . 

What's wron g with  me?  I wondered. I'm  trying  to  make  this  deri-
sion the  right  way,  but  this  is  a disaster! 

For me , makin g a  decisio n "th e righ t way " include d seekin g 
counsel f ro m Christians . I n Proverb s 15:22 , I ' d rea d tha t "Plan s 
fail wi thou t g o o d advice , bu t the y succee d wit h th e advic e o f 
many others. " S o I  solicited advice . I  asked eac h person , "D o yo u 
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think I  shoul d tak e thi s ne w job? " Bu t wit h eac h answer , I  san k 
d e e p e r in t o con fus ion , an d I  b l ame d Go d fo r no t r e s p o n d i n g 
clearly. 

Everyone I  talked t o seeme d eage r t o help . Everyon e mean t 
well. Bu t eac h advise r expresse d a  d i f fe ren t o p i n i o n — a n d th e 
confl ic t ing advic e mudd le d m y thinkin g an d paralyze d m y deci -
sion making . I  needed advic e o n sortin g ou t th e advice ! 

ou 'd thin k suc h confusio n woul d hav e stoppe d me . Bu t no , 
I le t fea r prope l m e towar d mor e advice . M y curren t j o b 

had bee n difficult , and  i  didn' t wan t t o lea p f ro m th e proverbia l 
frying pa n int o th e fire . S o I  panicked an d talke d t o mor e friends , 
family, co-workers an d jus t abou t anyon e els e who' d listen . 

I migh t a s wel l hav e wor n a  sig n tha t read , "Anybod y wh o 
wants t o giv e advice , pleas e tal k t o me. " Th e result s wer e jus t a s 
devastating. I  discovered tha t knowin g peopl e d idn ' t qualif y the m 
as advisers . Som e peopl e fel t uncomfor tab l e givin g advic e whil e 
o t h e r s s p o u t e d impulsiv e answers . Ne i the r o f thes e scenar io s 
he lped me , an d th e pressur e moun ted . 

Because I  d i d n ' t wisel y choos e adviser s an d careful l y evaluat e 
their advice , I  rapidl y destroye d myself . I  resente d m y inabilit y t o 
decide an d privatel y blame d everyon e els e fo r th e standstill . 

But fa r worse , I  substitute d people ' s opinion s fo r spendin g 
t ime wit h God , readin g th e Scriptures , an d askin g Hi m fo r wis -
d o m an d strength . I  was so bus y runn in g f ro m perso n t o person , I 
c o u l d n ' t hea r th e quiet , stead y voic e righ t b e h i n d me . A  voic e 
that, al l along , wante d t o fulfil l m y desire s an d direc t m e i n th e 
right way . 

Eventually, a  deadl in e force d m e t o decide . I  turne d dow n 
that perfect-lookin g job . An d fo r month s I  though t I' d mad e th e 
wrong decision . Bu t wit h hindsight , I  realize d m y interna l confu -
sion ha d bee n God  saying , "Wait . It' s no t tim e yet. " I f I ' d listene d 
to Hi m i n th e first  place , I ' d hav e save d mysel f muc h worr y an d 
panic. I ' d fel t a s t houg h Go d ha d over looke d m y expecta t ion s 
when, i n fact , I ' d bee n ignorin g Him ! 

Hopefully, whe n th e nex t fear-provokin g decisio n appears , 
I'll r e m e m b e r that , whil e advic e i s necessar y an d advantageous , i t 
can ' t substitut e fo r hear in g f ro m th e Go d wh o stand s righ t behin d 
me. 

07 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , m y c o u n s e l o r s w e r e n ' t t h e p r o b l e m . 



Lord, H A V E YO U F O R G O T T E N M E ? 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 
1. Ho w ca n yo u lear n t o hea r God ' s voice ? 

2. Doe s pressur e o r d i sappoin tmen t bloc k you r abilit y t o hea r Hi s 
voice? I f so, ho w ca n yo u unsto p th e blockage ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A ple a fo r God ' s help : 

God, hear  my  cry; 
listen to  my prayer. 

I call  to  you from the  ends of  the earth when  I  am afraid. 
Carry me  away to  a high  mountain. 

You have  been  my protection, 
like a  strong tower  against my  enemies. 

Reassurance t o God' s people : 

This is  what the  Lord GOD,  the  Holy One  of  Israel, says: 
"If you come  back to  me and trust  me,  you  will  be  saved. 
If you  will  be  calm and  trust  me,  you will  be  strong. " 

Let me  live in  your Holy  Tent  forever. 
Let me  find safety  in  the  shelter of your wings. 

God, you  have  heard  my  promises. 
You have  given  me  what belongs  to those who fear you. 

Give the  king a  long  life; 
let him live  many  years . 

Let him  rule  in  the  presence of God forever. 
Protect him with  your  love  and truth. 

Then I  will  praise your  name  forever, 
and every  day I  will  keep  my promises. 

—Psalm 61 
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The LORD  wants  to  show his  mercy  to you. 
He wants  to  rise and comfort  you. 

The LORD  is  a fair God, 
and everyone  who waits  for his  help  will  be  happy. 

You people  who  live  on  Mt.  Zion  in  Jerusalem will  not  cry  anymore. 
The LORD  wil l hear  your crying;  and  he  will  comfort  you. When  he  hears 
you, he  wil l help  you.  The  LORD  has  given  you  sorrow  and  hurt  like  the 
bread and water  you ate  every day. He  is  your teacher;  he will not  continue 
to hide from you,  but  you wil l see  your teacher  with your own  eyes.  If  you go 
the wrong  way—to  the  right  or  to  the  left—you  wil l hear  a  voice  behind 
you saying,  "This  is  the  right  way.  You  should  go  this  way.  " 

—Isaiah 30:15,  18-21 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Whe n yo u fee l afraid , i s i t difficul t t o believ e tha t Go d hear s 
your prayers ? Why , o r wh y not ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u allo w Go d t o b e you r teacher ? 
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Way 

W H A T A R E YO U 
DOING TODAY ? 

We can reach tomorrow's  dreams 
by pursuing what  needs  to  be done today. 

ased o n th e e x c i t e m e n t o f h e r creat iv e wri t in g class -
r o o m s o f th e 1920s , Doro the a Brand e wrot e th e boo k 

Becoming a  Writer  to teac h youn g peopl e th e practica l a s well a s th e 
e thereal aspect s o f writing . 

"If yo u ar e go in g i n fo r a  l i fet im e o f writ ing, " sh e wrote , 
"bursts o f wor k ar e no t wha t yo u ar e ou t t o establis h a s your habit , 
but a  good , steady , satisfyin g flow , risin g occasionall y t o a n extra -
ordinary leve l o f per formance , bu t seldo m fallin g belo w wha t yo u 
have discovere d i s your ow n norma l output . 

"A completel y hones t inventory , take n ever y tw o o r th re e 
months , o r twic e a  yea r a t th e least , wil l kee p yo u u p t o th e bes t 
and mos t abundan t writin g o f whic h yo u ar e capable. " 2 5 

D o r o t h e a e n c o u r a g e d he r s tuden t s t o accompl i s h some -
thing eac h da y towar d thei r goa l o f writing . 

Her admoni t io n remind s m e o f a  tim e when , a s a n autho r 
wannabe , I  elaborately converse d wit h f r iend s abou t m y desir e t o 
write. 

O n e o f them , a  discipline d musician , asked , "Ho w muc h d o 
you writ e ever y day? " 



LIVING I N TH E N O W 

"Well, I  d o n 't writ e ever y day, " I  replied . 
He looke d surprised , bu t persisted . 
' T h e n d o yo u writ e o n a  regula r basis? " 
"Uh, no, " I  gulped . 
"How ca n yo u becom e a  write r i f you don ' t writ e ever y day — 

or a t leas t regularly? " 
"Well, I  guess I  can' t ," I  conceded . 
I got th e point . Unti l then , I ' d bee n al l tal k an d n o action . I t 

was tim e t o write—o r t o find  anothe r dream . 

Sometimes, whe n w e loo k towar d th e fu ture , w e forge t t o 
accomplish wha t need s t o b e d o n e today . Abou t then , w e 

could benefi t f ro m on e o f Dorothea ' s "hones t inventories " abou t 
our progress . I t begin s wit h asking , "Wha t a m I  do in g toda y t o 
accomplish m y dream s fo r tomorrow? " 

"Am I  prepar ing fo r what ' s ahead? " 
"Am I  praying, askin g fo r God ' s guidance? " 
"Am I  doing wha t I  can accomplish , eve n i f it' s a  smal l task? " 
Usually, whe n we ' r e waitin g fo r some th in g i n th e fu tu r e , 

there's a  piec e o f i t we can accomplis h today . Lookin g fo r tomorro w 
isn't a n excus e fo r overlookin g today . Lik e th e recen t campaig n fo r 
running shoes , sometime s we nee d t o "Jus t D o It. " 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Wha t ca n yo u d o toda y t o accomplis h tomorrow' s dreams ? 

2. D o yo u vie w th e spiritua l discipline s (prayer , Scriptur e reading , 
meditat ion, etc. ) a s par t o f accomplishin g thi s goal ? Why , o r 
why not ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 
Jesus instructe d Hi s followers : 

Don't store  treasures for yourselves  here  on earth  where  moths and  rust  will 
destroy them and  thieves  can  break  in and  steal  them.  But  store  your trea-
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LORD, HAV E YO U FORGOTTEN  M E ? 

sures in  heaven  where  they cannot be  destroyed by moths or  rust and  where 
thieves cannot  break  in and  steal  them.  Your  heart  will  be  where your trea-
sure is. 

The eye  is a light  for  the  body. If your eyes  are good, your  whole  body 
will be  full of  light. But  if  your eyes  are evil, your  whole  body will be  full of 
darkness. And  if  the  only light  you have  is  really darkness, then  you  have 
the worst  darkness. 

No one  can  serve  two masters.  The  person will  hate  one  master  and 
love the other,  or  will follow one  master  and  refuse  to follow the  other.  You 
cannot serve  both God and worldly  riches. 

So I tell  you, don't  worry  about the  food or  drink you  need  to live, or 
about the  clothes  you need  for your  body.  Life  is  more  than food,  and  the 
body is more  than clothes.  Look at  the  birds in the  air.  They  don't  plant  or 
harvest or  store food in  barns,  but  your  heavenly  Father  feeds them.  And 
you know  that  you  are  worth much  more  than the  birds . You  cannot  add 
any time  to  your life  by worrying about  it. 

And why  do  you  worry  about  clothes?  Look at  how  the  lilies  in  the 
field grow.  They  don't  work  or  make  clothes  for themselves.  But  I  tell  you 
that even  Solomon  with  his  riches  was not  dressed  as beautifully  as  one  of 
these flowers. God  clothes  the  grass in  the  field, which  is  alive  today  but 
tomorrow is  thrown  into  the  fire. So  you  can  be  even more  sure that  God 
will clothe  you. Don  V  have  so  little faith! Don't  worry  and say,  'What  will 
we eat?' or  'What  will  we  drink?' or  'What  will  we  wear?' The  people  who 
don't know  God  keep trying to  get these  things, and  your  Father in  heaven 
knows you  need  them.  The  thing  you  should  want  most  is  God's  kingdom 
and doing  what  God  wants.  Then  all  these  other things  you  need  will  be 
given to  you. So  don't  worry  about  tomorrow,  because  tomorrow will  have 
its own worries.  Each day  has  enough  trouble  of  its own. 

—Matthew 6:19-34 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u no t worr y abou t tomorrow , bu t stil l h o p e an d 
work towar d fu tur e dreams ? 

2. Wha t keep s you f ro m accomplishin g today' s necessities ? 
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DON'T MIS S TH E 
GOOD STUF F 

When we focus on  what we  don t  have, 
we can miss God's gifts to  us. 

W 

henever I  gro w to o focuse d o n th e proble m a t hand , I 
remind mysel f o f a  movi e I  sa w las t Easte r wit h a  coupl e 

or fr iends . Alte r stuffin g ourselve s wit h quich e an d dishin g ou t 
ideas abou t what' s wron g wit h life , we settle d i n th e livin g roo m t o 
let a  videotape entertai n us . 

For th e movi e Babette's  Feast, set i n th e lat e 1800s , f i lmmaker s 
fleshed ou t Isa k Dinesen' s tal e abou t a  piou s congregatio n o n th e 
desolate coas t o f Denmark . I n thi s story , tw o elderly , unmar r ie d 
sisters too k i n a  Frenc h woma n wh o ha d fle d he r country' s unrest . 
Babette becam e th e sisters ' coo k an d housekeeper , prepar in g th e 
codfish an d ale-brea d sou p the y requeste d eac h day . 

For four tee n years , th e thre e wome n existe d together , per -
mit t ing themselve s no t m u c h m o r e tha n c h u r c h activitie s an d 
knit t ing. Bu t lif e momentar i l y change d whe n Babett e wo n th e 
French lottery . Sh e decide d t o spen d he r winning s o n a  sumptu -
ous feas t fo r som e townsfol k who squabble d amon g themselves . 

Babette wante d t o offe r a  peac e mea l t o he r neighbors , bu t 
they though t she ' d gon e mad , an d the y d e n o u n c e d he r cookin g 



LORD, HAV E YO U FORGETTE N M E ? 

as sin . Befor e th e dinner , the y covenante d t o sa y noth in g abou t 
the food . 

Babette p repa re d th e multi-cours e feast— a celebrat io n o f 
artistic cook ing—an d th e townspeople , t h o u g h the y obviousl y 
enjoyed th e food , neve r c o m m e n t e d o n it . The y als o faile d t o 
realize thi s d inner ' s effec t o n them : I t melte d th e bitternes s tha t 
had characterize d thei r relationship s fo r years . 

When th e guest s left , Babett e reveale d t o he r employer s tha t 
she onc e worke d a s the maste r che f a t th e fines t restaurant i n Paris . 
Yet, o t h e r tha n th e tw o sisters , th e townspeopl e expresse d n o 
regard fo r Babette' s gift . 

What narrowly  focused  people,  I  t hough t whil e watchin g th e 
movie. Bu t a s th e credit s rolled , i t hi t me . I n muc h th e sam e way , 
I 'd bee n overlookin g God' s goo d gift s to me . 

I am a n obsessiv e thinker . An d passin g throug h stress-fille d 
days, I  of te n blo w ou t o f propor t io n a n immediat e prob -

lem an d eclips e th e goo d a roun d me . 
A war m lette r f ro m a  fr iend . A  compl imen t f ro m m y boss . 

An unexpec te d re fund . A  comfor t in g Scripture . Thes e arriv e a s 
God 's goo d gift s to me . Bu t the y usuall y ge t overlooke d whil e I ' m 
focusing on wha t feel s like—at leas t t o me—insurmountabl e trou -
ble. Always , i t ' s t r o u b l e tha t Go d h a s n ' t solve d yet . O f t e n , I 
compla in a b o u t Hi s delaye d response . Bu t really , m y myopi c 
vision isn' t fai r t o Him . 

If I  lif t m y eye s of f th e problem , I  ca n spo t God ' s gift s al l 
a round me . The y ma y no t b e th e answe r I ' m searchin g fo r a t th e 
moment , bu t they'r e goo d an d cont inuou s gift s tha t say , " I stil l 
love you, M y child." They remin d m e tha t Go d doesn ' t sto p carin g 
for me , eve n thoug h I  live with unfulfi l le d expectations . 

Now d u r i n g th e h a r d times , I  r e m i n d mysel f t o h u n t fo r 
God ' s smal l surprise s whil e I ' m waitin g fo r Hi s bi g solution . I t 
takes m y min d of f the problem . I t help s m e t o trus t Him . I t deter s 
me f ro m th e si n o f ingrat i tude . I t encourage s m e t o kno w tha t 
God stil l cares . 

I don ' t kno w abou t you , bu t i n time s o f trouble , I  need al l o f 
the e n c o u r a g e m e n t I  ca n get . An d sinc e t roubl e wil l alway s b e 
part o f thi s life , I  can ' t affor d t o mis s th e goo d stuff . 
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PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 
1. Wha t expec ta t ion s kee p yo u f r o m recogn iz in g G o d ' s g o o d 

gifts? 

2. Ho w coul d yo u p romp t yoursel f t o notic e thes e gifts ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

T h e psalmis t lament s t o God : 

Sin speaks  to  the Wicked in their  hearts. 
They have  no  fear of  God. 

They think  too  much of  themselves 
so they don't see  their sin and  hate  it. 

Their words  are  wicked lies; 
they are no longer  wise  or good. 

At night  they  make evil  plans; 
what they  do leads to  nothing good. 
They don't  refuse  things that  are  evil. 

LORD, your love  reaches to the heavens, 
your loyalty  to  the skies. 

Your goodness is  as high as  the  mountains. 
Your justice is  as deep as the  great ocean. 

LORD, you  protect both  people and animals. 
God, your  love  is so precious! 

You protect people in the  shadow of  your wings. 
They eat  rich  food in  your  house, 

and you  let  them drink  from  your  river  of pleasure. 
You are  the giver of  life. 

Your light  lets  us enjoy  life. 

Continue to  love those who know  you 
and to  do good to  those who are  good. 
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Don't let  proud people  attack me 
and the  wicked force me  away. 

Those who do  evil have  been  defeated. 
They are  overwhelmed; 
they cannot do  evil any  longer. 

—Psalm 36 

James remind s Christians : 

Every good action  and  every  perfect gift is  from God.  These  good gifts come 
down from the  Creator  of the  sun, moon,  and  stars,  who  does  not  change 
like their shifting shadows. 

—-James 1:17 

FOR RESPONS E 

1. Wha t cause s yo u t o overloo k you r sin ? 

2. Wil l Go d giv e goo d gift s t o yo u onl y i f you ' r e sinless ? Why , o r 
why not ? 
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FORGET ABOU T 
FORGETFULNESS 

God doesn' t suffer  memory lapses  about 
our desires.  He  remembers  what  matters  to  us. 

ecently m y m o t h e r tol d m e a  funn y stor y abou t meet in g 
u p wit h he r ol d f r i en d Edna . I n hig h school , sh e an d 

Edna wer e inseparable , sharin g th e typica l school-gir l gossip , gig -
gles, an d outings . 

"We wer e th e bes t o f f r iends, " m y m o t h e r explained , "an d 
t h o u g h t w e alway s woul d be. " Bu t a s of te n happens , th e fr iend -
ship fel l awa y t o marriage , chi ldren , an d livin g mile s apar t f ro m 
each o the r . 

T h e n , tw o year s ag o a t m y u n c l e ' s f u n e r a l i n t he i r tin y 
h o m e t o w n , E d n a an d Mo m me t again . I t ha d bee n fift y year s 
since hig h school , bu t the y r emembere d th e specia l relationshi p 
forged bac k then , an d promise d t o ge t together . 

A fe w mon th s later , Edn a visite d m y m o t h e r ' s town . Bot h 
women ant icipate d thei r r eun ion , expect in g t o recal l th e goo d 
times an d t o catc h u p o n hig h schoo l classmates . 

"You won' t believ e wha t h a p p e n e d , " m y m o t h e r said , an d 
described exchange s lik e this : 
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Mom: "D o you r e m e m b e r th e tim e w e skippe d school? " 
Edna: "Uh , no . When? " .  .  .  "Whateve r happene d t o To m 

and Louise? " 
Mom: "To m an d Louise ? I  d o n 't r emembe r them. " 
The wome n remembere d they' d bee n friends , bu t couldn ' t 

recall th e sam e event s o r peopl e f ro m thei r day s together . 
Mom handle d th e memor y los s with he r usua l goo d humor . 

Laugh ing , sh e tol d me , "Don ' t los e you r f r i ends , Judy. Whe n 
you're old , you r brai n can ' t find  the m again! " 

A 
ctually, stories lik e thi s a ren ' t ne w t o me . Fo r years , m y 

family ha s majore d o n absentmindedness . It' s especiall y 
accentuated a t famil y gatherings : 

"Please pas s m e th e thingamaji g ove r there. " 
"Now wher e di d I  pu t m y keys? " 
"What's-her-name calle d m e th e o the r day. " 
"Okay, wh o pu t th e sal t i n th e refrigerator? " 
N o b o d y seem s t o ca r e b e c a u s e w e al l u n d e r s t a n d eac h 

other . I n a  silly way, we wear i t as our re d badg e o f courage . I  lik e 
to thin k o f i t a s a  famil y crest : t o b e Couchma n i s t o b e slightl y 
adrift. 

I particularly don ' t min d becaus e there ' s a  creativ e strea k i n 
my family , too . An d ofte n a  preoccupie d min d accompanie s th e 
creative soul . Besides , m y mothe r sometime s forget s name s an d 
events, bu t sh e alway s remember s wha t matter s t o he r chi ldren . 

But believ e me , I  wouldn 't wan t m y famil y in charg e o f spin -
ning th e universe . An d I  find  comfor t i n knowin g th e Go d wh o 
does. H e assure s me , " I wil l no t forge t you. " H e forme d m e i n m y 
mother ' s womb . H e call s m e b y name . H e count s th e hair s o n m y 
head. H e remember s m y needs . H e know s th e plan s H e hold s fo r 
me. H e number s m y days . H e doesn ' t forge t m y heart ' s desires , 
even thoug h I ' m stil l waiting fo r thei r fulfil lment . 

So whil e I  lov e m y famil y becaus e i t forget s littl e things , I 
cherish m y heavenl y Fathe r becaus e H e remember s them . Passin g 
through sunles s days , I  know H e doesn ' t los e sigh t o f m e o r wher e 
I 'm going . H e neve r forget s what matter s t o Hi s chi ldren . 
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• 
PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Wha t make s yo u fee l a s i f th e Lor d ha s forgot te n you ? 

2. Whe n yo u fee l thi s way , wha t coul d hel p yo u r e m e m b e r tha t 
God neve r forget s wha t matter s t o you ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A conversatio n betwee n Isaia h an d God : 

Before I  was  born,  the  LORD  called  me  to serve him. 
The LORD  named  me  while I  was  still  in  my  mother's  body. 

He made  my  tongue like  a sharp  sword. 
He hid  me  in the  shadow of  his hand. 

He made  me  like a sharp  arrow. 
He hid  me  in the  holder for his  arrows. 

He told  me,  "Israel,  you are  my  servant. 
I will show  my  glory through  you.  " 

But I  said,  "I  have worked  hard  for nothing; 
I have used  all  my  power, but  I  did nothing  useful. 

But the  LORD  will  decide  what my  work is  worth; 
God will  decide  my reward.  " 

The LORD  made  me  in the  body of my mother 
to be his servant, 

to lead the  people of Jacob back  to him 
so that Israel  might  be  gathered to  him. 

The LORD  will  honor  me, 
and I  will  get  my  strength from my  God. 

This is  what  the  LORD  says: 
"At the  right  time  I  will  hear  your prayers. 

On the  day of  salvation I  will  help  you.  " 
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Heavens and  earth,  be  happy. 
Mountains, shout  with  joy, 

because the  LORD  comforts  his  people 
and will  have  pity  on  those  who suffer. 

But Jerusalem said,  "The  LORD  has  left  me; 
the LORD  has  forgotten me.  " 

The LORD  answers,  "Can  a  woman  forget  the  baby she nurses? 
Can she  feel no  kindness  for  the  child to  which she  gave birth  ? 

Even if  she could  forget her  children, 
I will  not  forget you. 

See, I have  written  your  name  on  my  hand. " 
—Isaiah 49:  lc-5, 8a-b , 13-16a 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Go d says , "A t th e righ t time , I  wil l hea r you r prayers. " Wha t 
might H e mea n b y "th e righ t time" ? 

2. Ho w coul d yo u begi n t o accep t God ' s comfort ? 
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YOUR DA Y 
W I L L COM E 

God won' t keep  you waiting  forever 

isappointments are  often direct gateways to prosperity 
in the  very things  we  have thought  they  were going to 

ruin forever. God's  thwartings are  often our grandest opportu-
nities. We  start on  a pathway that  we  think is  going to  lead us 
to a desired  end, but  God  in  His  providence  thwarts  us,  and 
then we  rashly  conclude  that  all  is  over,  and are  in despair. 
But after  a  little  while  we  find that  that  very  thwarting  has 
been the  divine  opportunity  for  the  success  we desired; or,  if 
not for just that,  for a  far better  thing that  we  would infinitely 
rather have.  He  changes  the  very  thing  ice  thought was  our 
sorrow into our  crown  of joy.26 

Hannah Whital l Smith , 
The Common  Sense  Teaching of  the Bible 
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i thout a  doubt , yesterda y marke d m y favorit e da y o f th e 
year. I t wa s May  15 , th e Day  gardener s i n Colorad o begi n 

plant ing withou t th e fea r o f frost . (Well , almost  n o fear. ) Th e da y 
we creat e masterpiece s f ro m ou r lowl y plot s o f ear th . 

As a n adult , no t eve n Christmas , Thanksgiving , o r m y birth -
day ha s sparke d suc h ant ic ipat io n an d del igh t withi n me . Thi s 
morn ing , a  Saturday , I  leape d ou t o f be d an d almos t hyperventi -
lated ove r th e creativ e possibilities . An d whil e drivin g h o m e afte r 
my thir d tri p t o a  nursery , I  felt mysel f gr innin g fo r n o reason . 

Well, mayb e ther e wa s a  reason . 
Planting th e flowe r bed s mean s winte r ha s passe d an d I  ca n 

finally fulfil l my dreams . Instea d o f fighting  th e cold , I'l l soo n b e 
reveling i n th e beaut y I ' d imagine d throug h darke r days . I ' m fre e 
to expres s th e desire s dee p withi n me . 

Still, it' s mor e tha n flower s tha t captivat e m y hear t thes e 
days. I ' m als o r eminde d that , i n th e season s an d i n ou r lives , Go d 
never let s th e darknes s las t forever . 

few day s ago , I  calle d a  f r ien d t o tel l he r I ' d accepte d a 
job transfe r withi n m y organization . Absolutely , thi s posi -

tion fulfill s my desire s i n a  way I  d  neve r though t possible . 
"You know , i t wasn' t unti l I ' d give n u p m y expectat ion s tha t 

God surprise d m e wit h a  j ob uniquel y designe d fo r me, " I  tol d 
her . "Bu t it' s no t just th e job. Writin g books , livin g i n a  Victoria n 
house—those wer e dreams , too , an d Go d ha s answere d the m al l 
within th e sam e year! " 

"How lik e God, " sh e said , an d w e reminisce d abou t th e lon g 
years o f da r k d i s a p p o i n t m e n t tha t suddenl y an d unexpec ted l y 
have passed . 

Yes, ho w lik e God . Just whe n w e thin k there ' s n o hope , H e 
ru shes i n wit h a  b u n d l e o f blessings . W h o know s why ? I  sur e 
don ' t . Bu t I  can us e m y story t o encourag e other s wh o stil l wai t fo r 
God 's answers . 

If anyon e ha d give n u p o n God ' s kindness , i t wa s me . Out -
ward ly , I  p l aye d t h e r o l e o f t h e c o m m i t t e d C h r i s t i a n , b u t 
inwardly, I ' d s teppe d beyon d merel y su r render in g m y expecta -
t i o n s . I ' d s h u t d o w n sp i r i t ua l ly . M y d e v o t i o n a l l i f e d i e d ; I 
succumbed t o sin ; m y outloo k gre w col d an d pessimistic . Secretly , 
I believe d Go d love d everyon e els e bu t me ; I  believe d tha t He ' d 
answer thei r pleas , bu t neve r mine . 
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And despit e i t all , Go d swep t i n wit h love , grace , an d th e ful -
f i l lment o f m y desires . 

I 'm no t advocatin g tha t whe n we'r e discouraged , w e qui t fol -
lowing th e Scripture s an d liv e howeve r w e please . Bu t it' s comfort -
ing t o kno w tha t God ' s grac e an d powe r loo m large r tha n an y 
obstacle w e f ace—an d tha t Hi s ligh t shine s br igh te r an d pene -
trates deepe r tha n ou r darkes t despair . 

T h e Apostl e Pau l sai d it' s th e kindnes s o f Go d tha t lead s u s 
to r epen tanc e (Roman s 2:4) . W e ca n d e p e n d o n thi s kindnes s t o 
r e d e e m u s f r o m ourselve s whil e we ' r e waitin g fo r Hi s answers . 
And t o assur e u s that , whethe r it' s o n eart h o r no t unti l w e reac h 
heaven, Go d won' t kee p Hi s chi ldre n waitin g forever . 

Part Fiv e ca n hel p yo u kee p hopin g fo r th e fu tur e an d believin g i n 
God ' s goo d plan s fo r you . 

1. D o yo u stil l h o p e tha t Go d wil l fulfil l your desires ? Why , o r wh y 
not? 

2. Wha t ha s bee n you r inwar d respons e t o God ' s dela y o f you r 
desires? Ho w d o yo u fee l abou t thi s response ? 

3. Ho w ca n yo u dra w encouragemen t f ro m th e storie s o f other s 
who've receive d thei r desires ? 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 
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TIMING I S 
EVERYTHING 

The fulfillment of  our desires 
depends on  God's timetable. Y 

ou c o u l d n ' t a rgu e wit h Gracie ' s logic, " wrot e he r hus -
band, comedia n Georg e Burns . "Sometime s yo u couldn ' t 

unders tand it , bu t yo u certainl y couldn ' t argu e wit h it." 27 O n e o f 
his an d Graci e Allen' s comed y routine s include d thi s gem : 

George: Gracie , ho w man y day s ar e ther e i n a  year ? 
Gracie: Seven . 
George: Seven ? 
Gracie: Seven . Monday , Tuesday , Wednesday , Thursday , Fri -

day, Saturday , an d Sunday . I f yo u kno w an y more , George , jus t 
n a m e them . 

Evidently, Gracie ' s logi c ra n i n he r family . O n Eddi e Can -
tor 's radi o show , sh e explained : 

Gracie: M y bro the r ha s thi s wonderfu l ide a fo r coffe e tha t 
he invented . A  spoonless spoon . 

Eddie: A  spoonles s spoon ? 
Gracie: Tha t 's right . It' s a  spoo n mad e o f sugar . Yo u ca n jus t 

pu t i t i n th e cu p o f coffee . 
Eddie: That ' s silly . You pu t i t i n th e coffe e and i t goes t o th e 

bo t tom o f th e cu p an d the n wha t happens ? 
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Gracie: (Actin g a s t houg h Can to r wa s dense. ) Well , then , 
you tak e a  regula r spoo n an d yo u mi x i t up . 2 8 

George wa s right . Gracie ' s logi c d idn ' t mak e sense , bu t it' s 
what m a d e he r del ightful . Fo r severa l decades , Burn s an d Alle n 
en te r t a ined audience s wit h thei r un iqu e humor . Wit h Georg e a s 
the straigh t ma n an d Graci e a s th e dizz y bu t lovabl e wife , the y 
moved f r o m vaudevill e t o radi o t o television—an d int o th e heart s 
of millions . 

F o r t h i s h u s b a n d a n d wi f e c o m e d y t e a m , e v e r y t h i n g 
d e p e n d e d o n d e p e n d i n g o n eac h other . Hi s quest ion s se t u p he r 
rapid-f i re explanat ions . H e r conc lud in g one-l iner s n e e d e d hi s 
d e a d p a n responses . T h e abilit y t o repl y a t th e righ t t ime—an d i n 
the appropr ia t e m a n n e r — m a d e thei r comed y sparkle . 

It al l depende d o n timing . 

T here ' s a  mystiqu e abou t timing . Whe n it' s right , it' s fabu -
lous. Whe n it' s wrong , it' s a  disaster . I t take s listenin g t o 

the inne r sel f t o mak e i t work. No t just i n comedy , bu t i n al l o f life . 
We spea k o f th e righ t t imin g t o ge t married , t o star t a  busi -

ness, t o hav e chi ldren , t o chang e jobs , t o ris k a  ne w venture , eve n 
to tak e a  vacation . Som e o f u s sens e thi s timin g intuitively ; other s 
plan it . Ei the r way , w e kno w tha t t imin g make s a  d i f ference . I t 
affects o u r out loo k an d success , s o somet ime s w e sto p an d say , 
"It's no t th e righ t tim e yet. " An d eve n i f the y d o n ' t unders tand , 
people mak e roo m fo r a  delaye d decision . 

Oddly, w e forge t t o giv e th e sam e roo m t o God . 
Maybe it' s becaus e w e kno w He' s capabl e o f doin g anything , 

but w e ge t impatien t waitin g fo r God . W e forge t tha t H e wait s fo r 
the r igh t t iming , too . I n fact , H e know s th e perfect  t iming , eve n 
though i t look s illogica l t o us . Hi s way s ar e no t ou r ways , an d nei -
ther ar e Hi s timetable s ou r timetables . 

But whe n w e wai t fo r Hi s timing , no th in g ca n compar e wit h 
its abidin g impac t o n us . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. I n you r lif e righ t now , whos e timetabl e ar e yo u following ? 
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2. Ho w migh t t imin g affec t the fulfi l lmen t of you r desires ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

A teache r reflect s on th e season s o f life : 

There is a time  for everything, 
and everything  on  earth  has  its  special  season. 

There is a time  to  be born 
and a  time  to  die. 

There is a time  to  plant 
and a  time  to  bull up  plants . 

There is  a time  to  kill 
and a  time  to  heal. 

There is a time  to  destroy 
and a  time  to  build. 

There is a time  to  cry 
and a  time  to  laugh. 

There is a time  to  be sad 
and a  time  to  dance. 

There is  a time  to  throw away  stones 
and a  time  to  gather them. 

There is a time  to  hug 
and a  time  not  to  hug. 

There is a time  to  look for something 
and a  time  to  stop looking  for it. 

There is a time  to  keep things 
and a  time  to  throw things  away. 

There is a time  to  tear apart 
and a  time  to  sew together. 

There is a time  to  be silent 
and a  time  to  speak. 

There is a time  to  love 
and a  time  to  hate. 

There is a time  for war 
and a  time  for  peace. 

God has  given them  a  desire  to know the  future. He  does  everything 
just right  and  on  time,  but  people  can  never  completely  understand  what 
he is  doing.  So  I  realize  that  the  best  thing for  them  is  to  be  happy and 
enjoy themselves  as  long as  they  live. God  wants all  people to  eat and drink 
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and be  happy in  their  work,  which  are  gifts from God.  I  know  that  every-
thing God  does  will continue  forever.  People  cannot add  anything  to  what 
God has  done,  and  they  cannot  take  anything  away  from it.  God  does  it 
this way  to  make people respect  him. 

—Ecclesiastes 3:1-8,  11-14 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w ca n yo u lear n t o wai t fo r an d trus t God ' s timing ? 

2. Whe n yo u mak e decisions , ho w ca n yo u sens e God ' s timing ? 
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Y o u GOTT A 
HAVE H O P E 

Hope can  help us  hang on  when the 
future looks  bleak and  out  of control. 

hen Mari e en tere d th e hospice , sh e d idn ' t in ten d t o die . 
T h e frail , fifty-three-year-ol d cance r victi m sai d she ' d 

leave n o t i n a  w h e e l c h a i r o r a  b o d y bag , b u t wit h h e r ow n 
strength. Quit e a  s tatemen t fo r someon e who ' d bee n deplete d b y 
radiation an d th e sprea d o f cance r th roughou t he r body . 

Two day s later , Marie' s hear t bega n givin g out . A  fe w day s 
af ter that , sh e sl ippe d in t o apnea , a  f o r e r u n n e r t o dea th . He r 
b r ea th ing gre w slo w an d labored . N o on e expec te d he r t o las t 
th rough th e night . 

Marie, however , ha d o the r thing s i n mind . Fro m somewher e 
d e e p insid e her , sh e fough t back . Th e medica l tea m watche d i n 
disbelief a s he r brea th in g gre w steadil y s tronger , he r vita l sign s 
stabilized an d he r bloo d pressur e reache d 110/80 . The y quietl y 
chee red he r along , knowin g sh e woul d no t giv e u p o n life . 

For severa l week s afte r thi s incident , Mari e go t ou t o f be d 
every da y an d walke d a  fe w steps . Bu t the n th e doctor s discovere d 
c a n c e r i n h e r p a n c r e a s , a n d eve n h ig h d o s e s o f m o r p h i n e 
cou ldn ' t contro l th e pain . The y tol d Mari e she ' d b e gamblin g t o 
accept surgery , bu t sh e cons idere d th e opt ion s an d signe d th e 
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release forms . Sh e hope d tha t surger y woul d reliev e th e pai n an d 
add t o he r life . 

After th e th ree-hou r opera t ion , Mari e showe d n o sig n o f 
remiss ion , bu t he r bodil y f u n c t i o n s r e t u r n e d t o n o r m a l . Sh e 
began feelin g stronge r an d walkin g withou t pain . Sh e considere d 
a hospita l gow n a  sig n o f weakness , s o sh e wor e stree t clothe s an d 
asked, "Whe n ca n I  go home? " 

The da y Mari e lef t th e hospice , th e hall s line d wit h nurse s 
and patient s wh o watche d he r wal k towar d th e doo r i n a  brigh t re d 
dress, hea d hel d high . Someon e clapped ; the n everyon e jo ined in . 

Marie ha d hoped , an d sh e survived . w 

W 
hen lif e pushe s agains t us , w e nee d hop e t o figh t back . 
People lik e Mari e remin d u s that , a l thoug h hop e isn' t 

tangible, w e ca n observ e i t thrivin g i n th e h u m a n spirit . I t i s God' s 
gift t o kee p u s b rea th ing , moving , bat t l in g fo r ou r live s whe n 
we're presse d b y confusion o r adversit y o r disappointment . 

Hope thrive s bes t i n th e har d times . Th e Bibl e says , "W e als o 
exult i n ou r tribulations , knowin g tha t tr ibulatio n bring s abou t 
perseverance; an d perseverance , prove n character ; an d prove n 
character, hope ; an d hop e doe s no t disappoint , becaus e th e lov e 
of Go d ha s bee n poure d ou t withi n ou r heart s throug h th e Hol y 
Spirit wh o wa s given t o us " (Roman s 5:3-5 ; NASV) . 

Yet hop e isn' t somethin g w e ca n conjur e u p a s needed . It' s 
the outf lo w o f God ' s lov e i n o u r hear ts . An d i f we ' r e wi thou t 
hope, w e ca n as k Hi m t o rene w it , just a s H e revitalize s th e Hol y 
Spirit's wor k withi n us . Withou t hope , peopl e perish . Wit h God ' s 
hope, the y believ e beyon d themselves . 

For example , Opa l ' s doc to r tol d he r no t t o ge t p r e g n a n t 
again. Instead , sh e neede d a  hysterectomy . Bu t fo r reason s beyon d 
her understanding , Opa l riske d anothe r pregnanc y tha t lande d he r 
in be d fo r severa l month s s o she wouldn' t los e th e baby . 

Opal ha d hope . 
Despite thes e efforts , th e bab y entere d l ife—an d a n incuba -

tor—two month s ahea d o f he r deliver y date . Th e tin y daughte r 
weighed les s tha n fou r pound s and , ever y da y afte r he r discharg e 
f rom th e hospital , Opa l checke d o n th e baby' s progress . 

"It was awful, always feeling afraid tha t sh e wouldn ' t survive, " 
said Opal . "Bu t I  kep t hopin g an d prayin g tha t Go d woul d le t he r 
live." A mont h later , sh e brough t h o m e a  health y baby . 
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"Somehow, I  kne w tha t Go d wante d m e t o hav e m y baby . 
Tha t h e ha d somethin g fo r he r t o do, " sh e added . 

I bel iev e that , desp i t e al l odds , Go d place s h o p e i n ou r 
hearts fo r a  reason . An d i f w e clin g t o it , we'l l surviv e t o rea p a 
priceless "prove n character " an d probabl y ou r unfulfi l le d desires . 

Why d o I  believe th e odd s fal l i n ou r favor ? 
I a m Opal ' s daughter . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What i s your definitio n o f hope ? 

2. I s h o pe aliv e i n you r life ? Why, o r wh y not ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Praise t o th e Go d o f hope : 

Praise be  to the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus Christ.  In  God's  great 
mercy he has caused  us  to  be born again  into  a  living  hope,  because  Jesus 
Christ rose  from the  dead.  Now  we  hope for the  blessings  God  has  for his 
children. These  blessings,  which  cannot  be  destroyed or  be  spoiled or  lose 
their beauty,  are  kept in  heaven  for you.  God's  power protects  you through 
your faith  until  salvation  is  shown to  you at  the  end  of  time.  This  makes 
you very  happy,  even  though  now  for a  short  time  different  kinds  of  trou-
bles may  make  you  sad.  These  troubles  come  to  prove that  your  faith  is 
pure. This  purity  of  faith is  worth more  than gold,  which  can  be  proved to 
be pure by  fire but  will  ruin.  But  the  purity of  your  faith will  bring  you 
praise and  glory  and honor  when  Jesus Christ  is  shown to  you. You  have 
not seen  Christ,  but  still  you  love  him.  You  cannot  see  him now,  but  you 
believe in him.  So  you are  filled with  a  joy that  cannot  be  explained, a  joy 
full of  glory. And you  are  receiving the  goal of  your faith—the salvation  of 
your souls. 

The prophets  searched  carefully  and  tried  to  learn about  this  salva-
tion. They  prophesied  about  the  grace that  was  coming  to  you.  The  Spirit 
of Christ  was  in  the  prophets,  telling  in  advance  about  the  sufferings  of 
Christ and  about  the  glory that would  follow those  sufferings. The  prophets 
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tried to  learn  about  what  the  Spirit  was  showing  them,  when  those  things 
would happen,  and  what  the  world  would  be  like  at  that  time.  It  was 
shown them  that  their  service was not  for themselves  but  for you,  when  they 
told about  the  truths  you  have  now  heard.  Those  who  preached the  Good 
News to  you told  you those  things with  the  help of  the Holy Spirit  who  was 
sent from heaven—things  into  which  angels  desire  to look. 

So prepare  your  minds  for  service  and  have  self-control.  All  your 
hope should  be  for the  gift of  grace that  will  be  yours when  Jesus Christ  is 
shown to  you. Now  that  you  are  obedient children  of  God do not  live  as you 
did in  the  past.  You  did  not  understand,  so  you did  the  evil  things  you 
wanted. But  be  holy in  all  you do,  just as  God,  the  One  who  called  you, is 
holy. It  is  written  in  the  Scriptures: "You  must  be  holy, because  I am holy.  " 

You were  bought,  not  with  something  that  ruins  like  gold or  silver, 
but with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  who  was  like  a  pure  and  perfect 
lamb. Christ  was  chosen  before  the world  was  made,  but  he  was  shown  to 
the world  in  these  last times  for your  sake. 

—1 Peter  1:3-16,  18c-20 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Ho w migh t yo u increas e you r hope ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u kno w i f your hop e i s placed i n Go d o r i n yourself ? 
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MIRACLES STIL L 
HAPPEN 

God still  performs supernatural  feats, 
even when we forget to  ask for them. 

I 

f ever I ' d fel t cornered , thi s was th e moment . 
"We alread y hav e a  cat . W e can' t tak e anothe r on e i n ou r 

condo," sai d Debbie , wh o live d acros s th e porc h f ro m me . 
"I have a  cat , a  dog, an d tw o birds," chimed i n Babs , m y friend 

downstairs. "S o could yo u tak e thi s cat in ? Just fo r th e night? " 
The felin e i n questio n wa s a chubb y tabb y who ' d spen t a  fe w 

evenings meowin g a r o u n d ou r doors teps . Nobod y pai d m u c h 
attention t o he r a t first.  Bu t th e weathe r ha d turne d bitte r col d 
and sh e seeme d hungry . 

"But I  hate cats, " I  protested . " I mean , I  really hat e them! " 
Their eye s pleaded . 
I sighed, hopin g they' d relent . 
They didn ' t . 
"Okay, yo u guys , bu t jus t fo r tonight , " I  hear d mysel f say . 

And thank s t o m y neighbors , I  lugged a  Garfiel d look-alike , som e 
canned ca t food , an d a  ba g o f kitt y litte r u p t o m y plac e a  fe w 
minutes later . 

"After all , t o m o r r o w i s T h a n k s g i v i n g , " I  m u m b l e d a s I 
picked of f th e fu r o n m y coat . "Bu t I'l l neve r change, " I  tol d th e 
cat an d d roppe d he r foo d i n a  dish . " I reall y hat e cats. " 
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I ha te d the m s o muc h tha t whe n I  visited f r iend s I ' d barel y 
sit i n th e sam e roo m wit h thei r cats . I  love d th e humorou s book s 
about "wha t t o d o wit h a  dead cat, " bu t wouldn ' t thin k o f buyin g a 
card o r anythin g els e wit h th e likenes s o f a  felin e o n it . I  d idn ' t 
want anyon e t o thin k I  even remotel y like d thos e snobb y animals . 

So tha t night , lyin g i n th e dark , listenin g fo r anima l noises , I 
never suspecte d th e t ransformatio n t o come . I  d idn ' t wan t a  pet . I 
d idn ' t lik e th e responsibility . An d I  definitely hate d cats . 

c an ' t recal l th e exac t tu rn in g point . Mayb e i t wa s when , 
one morn in g a  fe w day s later , sh e jumpe d o n th e be d an d 

nuzzled m y arm . O r whe n sh e discreetl y an d neatl y use d th e kitt y 
litter. (Ver y impressive . Growin g up , m y famil y got u p i n th e nigh t 
to le t th e do g out . ) O r whe n a  s t range r answere d m y lost-and -
found ad , an d I  suddenly hope d thi s ca t wasn' t hers . 

Whatever i t was , withi n a  fe w day s I  fel l irrevocabl y i n lov e 
with thi s bumpki n o f a  cat . S o muc h so , tha t on e o f m y fr iend s 
finally believe s i n miracles . An d almos t five  year s later , other s stil l 
stifle laughte r whe n the y watc h m e dot e o n Mercedes . 

But I  d o n 't care . I  really lov e m y cat . 
So m u c h so , tha t I ' m c l ipp in g c o u p o n s fo r g o u r m e t pe t 

food, nauseat in g peopl e wit h cut e ca t stories , fendin g of f enemie s 
like ne ighborhoo d dog s an d fur-grabbin g kids , p loppin g he r int o 
my be d a t night , an d wonder in g ho w I'l l surviv e whe n sh e dies . 

Mercedes arrive d a t m y h o m e dur in g a  difficul t time , an d 
she unexpectedl y uncorke d th e tendernes s I ' d stuffe d insid e o f 
me. She ' s he lpe d quel l loneliness . She' s taugh t m e tha t I ' m no t 
too selfis h o r to o bus y o r to o inflexibl e t o reall y care—abou t smal l 
animals, need y people , o r whomeve r Go d send s int o m y future . 
But mos t o f all , she' s taugh t m e tha t miracle s stil l happen . 

T o writ e abou t miracles , I  coul d hav e describe d how , a s a 
young child , H e hea le d m e f r o m as thma . O r how , a s a  youn g 
adult , H e spare d m e f ro m a n excrucia t in g deat h b y mal ignan t 
m e l a n o m a . T h e s e wer e miracles . Ye t th e miracl e o f Mercede s 
touches m e th e mos t o f all . 

Mercedes remind s m e tha t Go d isn' t to o bus y pe r fo rmin g 
extravagant feat s t o car e abou t th e small , everyda y kin d o f stuff . 
H e ' s t h e Go d o f th e small , m e d i u m , large , an d everything-in -
between miracles . H e tailor s Hi s superna tura l p e r f o r m a n c e t o 
exactly wha t w e need—eve n whe n w e d o n ' t kno w w e nee d it . 
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When I  strok e Mercedes , I  r e m e m b e r that , wit h God , al l 
things ar e possible . Sinner s becom e saints . Ol d habit s mel t int o 
new vir tues . Ca t ha te r s tu r n in t o ca t lovers . Hard- to - imagin e 
dreams com e true . Of te n i t happen s whe n it' s leas t expected , i n 
ways I ' d neve r imagine . 

Looking ahead , th e miracl e o f Mercede s help s m e t o believ e 
that Go d ca n stil l b r ea th e in t o exis tenc e m y o t h e r unfu l f i l l e d 
desires. I n th e meant ime , I  can enjo y His lov e an d a t tent ion—an d 
a cuddly , gentl e cat—whil e I ' m waiting . 

I believ e tha t fo r you , too . Well , minu s th e ca t i f yo u d o n ' t 
like felines . Bu t I  warn you , miracle s stil l happen ! 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. D o yo u believ e tha t Go d stil l perform s miracles ? 

2. I s t he r e a  miracl e you ' d lik e t o h o p e for , bu t i t seem s to o 
impossible? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Praise fo r th e Go d o f miracles : 

I will  always  sing  about  the  L O R D ' s love; 
I will tell  of his loyalty  from now  on. 

I will  say,  "Your  love  continues forever; 
your loyalty  goes on and  on  like  the sky. " 

You said,  "I  made an  agreement  with  the  man of  my choice; 
I made a  promise to  my servant David. 

LORD, the  heavens praise  you  for your  miracles 
and. for your  loyalty  in  the  meeting of  your holy  ones. 

Who in  heaven  is  equal to  the LORD  ? 

None of  the angels is  like the  LORD. 

When the  holy ones meet,  it  is  God they fear. 

I told him.  'I  unit  make  your family continue  forever. 
Your kingdom will  go on and  on.  "' 
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He is  more frightening than  all  who  surround him. 
Lord GOD  All-Powerful, who  is  like you ? 

LORD, you  are  powerful and  completely  trustworthy. 
You rule  the mighty  sea 

and calm  the  stormy waves. 
Y ou crushed  the  sea monster Rahab; 

by your power you scattered  your enemies. 

The skies  and the  earth belong  to you. 
You made  the  world and  everything  in  it. 

You created  the north and  the  south. 
Mount Tabor  and  Mount  Hermon  sing  for joy at  your  name. 

Your arm  has  great power. 
Your hand  is  strong; your right  hand  is  lifted up. 

Your kingdom is  built on  what  is  right  and  fair. 
Love and  truth  are  in all  you do. 

Happy are  the people who know how  to  praise you. 
LORD, let  them live  in  the  light of  your presence. 

In your  name  they  rejoice 
and continually  praise  your  goodness. 

You are  their glorious strength, 
and in  your  kindness  you  honor  our  king. 

Our king,  our  shield,  belongs  to the  LORD, 

to the Holy One  of  Israel. 
—Psalm 89:1-18 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. What keep s you f ro m trustin g Go d fo r a  miracle ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u begi n t o believ e Hi m fo r th e seemingl y impossible ? 
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Day 

FEEL TH E FEA R 
AND D O I T 

We can allow fear to  keep us  from 
our desires, or  to propel us  toward them. 

on ' t b e afraid, " said th e Shepher d gently . "Yo u ar e i n m y 
service, an d i f yo u wil l trus t m e the y wil l no t b e abl e t o 

force you agains t you r wil l int o an y famil y alliance. " 
"I know , oh , I  know, " crie d Much-Afraid , "bu t wheneve r I 

meet an y relative s I  see m t o los e al l strengt h an d simpl y canno t 
resist them , n o matte r ho w har d I  strive!" 3 0 

So begin s th e turmoi l o f Much-Afraid , th e protagonis t i n 
H a n n a h Hurna rd ' s Hind's  Feet  on High  Places.  Shoul d sh e follo w 
her Shepher d t o th e mountains ? O r sta y i n th e valle y belo w wit h 
her relatives ? Sh e know s ei the r choic e mean s difficulty . 

If Much-Afraid follow s the lovin g Shepherd , H e wil l hea l he r 
disfigured fac e an d feet—an d he r eve n mor e cripplin g fear . Bu t 
first sh e mus t embar k o n a  journey t o th e hig h place s wit h travel -
ing companion s calle d Sorro w an d Suffering . 

Though captivate d b y th e Shepherd ' s love , Much-Afrai d i s 
tempted t o sta y i n th e Valle y o f Humiliation . No t exactl y a n uplift -
ing community , bu t a t leas t it' s familiar . Sh e worrie s abou t he r 
relatives, th e Fearings . Mayb e sh e coul d serv e th e Shepher d i n he r 
ne ighborhood. Didn' t thes e gloom y peopl e nee d Hi s love , too ? 
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Besides, th e relative s ar e pressurin g her . Whe n the y uncov -
ered he r pla n t o leave , Much-Afraid' s aunts , uncles , an d cousin s 
l aunched a n all-ou t campaig n t o kee p he r h o m e . H a d n ' t the y 
taken he r i n a s an orphan ? Raise d he r a s thei r own ? Wha t kin d o f 
g ra t i tude wa s this ? Sh e shoul d sta y an d marr y a  nic e bo y lik e 
Craven Fear , settl e dow n an d forge t t reacherou s idea s lik e moun -
tain climbing . Wasn' t famil y importan t t o her ? 

The Fearings ' raving s poun d i n Much-Afraid' s hea d a s sh e 
tries t o decide . 

ike Much-Afraid , w e ca n fee l f r ightene d whe n conf ron te d 
with th e probabilit y o f fulfillin g long-awaite d desires . It' s 

one thin g t o tal k an d pra y abou t ou r dreams ; it' s quit e anothe r t o 
embark o n a  journey t o fulfil l them ! Th e enem y o f ou r souls — 
even f r i e n d s a n d fami ly—ca n fue l o u r f e a r a n d , l i teral l y o r 
figuratively, kee p u s "safe " at home . 

Think abou t it , though . Whic h i s really safer ? Livin g wit h th e 
loneliness an d regre t o f givin g int o fear ? Or , wit h God , launchin g 
out towar d ou r dreams , despit e th e fear ? 

Dr. Lloy d Ogilvie , pasto r an d radi o personality , wrot e tha t 
"fear i s reall y lone l ines s fo r G o d " a n d tha t w e ca n clai m Hi s 
promise t o neve r leav e o r forsak e us . Onl y wit h God , ca n w e find 
t rue safet y an d becom e "fearles s an d f ree " t o pursu e ou r grea t 
expectations.3 1 

A recen t boo k titl e coine d a  significan t phras e fo r peopl e 
holding themselve s bac k fro m thei r desires : Feel  the Fear and  Do  It 
Anyway. I  like that . Eve n more , I  need that . I t shoves me awa y f rom 
the "safety " of waiting an d int o th e adventur e o f living . Sometime s 
I rai l a t Go d fo r stalling , whe n He' s no t putt in g m e o n hol d a t all . 
Instead, I  keep Hi m waitin g b y clinging t o fear . 

When w e liv e wit h unfulfi l le d desires , i t migh t b e goo d t o 
look around . W e ma y fin d Go d righ t besid e us , waitin g fo r u s t o 
plunge pas t th e fear , tak e Hi s hand , an d ge t o n wit h it . 

L 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. What scare s yo u abou t fulfillin g your dreams ? 
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2. Ho w ca n yo u begi n t o believ e tha t Go d wil l neve r forsak e you , 
despite you r fear ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Praise fo r God ' s hel p dur in g fearfu l times : 

I love  the LORD, 

because he listens to  my prayers for help. 
He paid attention  to  me, 

so I will  call  to him for help  as long  as  I live. 
The ropes  of death bound  me, 

and the  fear of  the grave took  hold of  me. 
I was troubled  and  sad. 

Then I  called  out the  name of  the  LORD. 

I said, "Please,  LORD, save  me!" 

The LORD  is  kind and  does  what is  right; 
our God  is  merciful. 

The LORD  watches  over  the foolish; 
when I  was helpless,  he saved me. 

I said to  myself, "Relax, 
because the LORD  takes  care  of you. " 

LORD, you  saved  me  from death. 
You stopped  my  eyes from crying; 
you kept  me  from being  defeated. 

So I  will  walk  with  the  LORD 

in the  land of  the living. 
I believed,  so I said, 

"I am completely  ruined. " 
In my  distress I  said, 

"All people are liars. " 

What can  I  give  the  LORD 

for all  the  good things  he  has given to  me? 
I will  lift  up  the  cup of  salvation, 

and I  will  pray to  the LORD. 

I will  give  the  LORD  what  I  promised 
in front of  all his  people. 
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The death  of  one that belongs  to the LORD 

is precious in  his  sight. 
LORD, I  am  your  servant; 

I am your  servant  and  the  son of  your female servant. 
You have  freed me  from my  chains. 

I will  give you  an  offering  to  show thanks  to  you, 
and I  will  pray to  the LORD. 

I will  give the  LORD  what  I  promised 
in front of  all his  people, 

in the  Temple  courtyards 
in Jerusalem. 

Praise the  LORD! 

—Psalm 116 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Wha t ar e th e roo t cause s o f you r fear ? Wha t ca n yo u d o t o fac e 
and fight  fear ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u plung e pas t fea r int o you r persona l vision ? 
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Day 

WHERE H E 
LEADS M E 

Despite our  unfulfilled desires, 
God still  holds  good plans for us. 

I 
n th e nove l The  Last  Year  of  the  War,  Jo at tend s Calvar y 
Bible Ins t i tu te—an d she ' s go t t rouble . She ' s receivin g 

unwanted an d obnoxiou s attentio n f ro m Clyde , a  less-than-desir -
able classmate . I n desperat ion , Jo discusse s th e proble m wit h Mis s 
Mackey, a  schoo l proctor : 

"Jo .  . . how d o yo u fee l about Clyd e McQuade ? Tha t 
is, do yo u feel , o h .  .  . scorn o r pity , say? " 

"Both sometimes. " 
"Both? .  .  .  Disgust? " 
"Yes." 
"Can w e sa y there ha s bee n n o love? " 
"No love. " 
"I mean , o f course , Christia n love. " 
"Oh. No . No t muc h love . .  .  .To tel l yo u th e truth , I 

wouldn ' t car e i f I  never sa w hi m agai n i n m y life. " 
Miss Macke y looke d startled . J o t hough t pe rhap s 

she wa s th e first  pe r so n t o u t te r suc h word s i n thi s 

130 



YOUR DA Y WILL.  COM E 

off ice. Sh e ha d m e a n t i t a s a  kin d o f confess ion . I t 
came ou t lik e a  curse . 

"Tha t ' s a  heav y b u r d e n , " Mis s Macke y said . Sh e 
stood an d walke d t o th e window , lookin g dow n int o 
the street . 

"Jo, what i f yo u wer e t o g o t o th e missio n field  an d 
find h e i s a  fello w worker ? Someon e wit h who m yo u 
must wor k fo r year s an d years? " 

"That woul d b e ver y hard. " 
Miss Macke y t u rned . "Ho w d o yo u perceiv e you r 

fu ture with regar d t o Clyde , Jo?" 
Fu tu re . Year s s t r e t che d a h e a d wit h Clyd e a t h e r 

side. " I don ' t know . .  .  . I  want t o d o th e righ t thin g .  .  . 
I mean now. " 

"What would Jesus do? Hav e you aske d yoursel f that? " 
"Jesus?" She sai d i t as i f she ha d neve r hear d o f Hi m 

before. "Oh , Jesus would—Isn' t tha t different? " 
"He woul d lov e him , wou ldn ' t He? " Mis s Macke y 

came bac k an d sa t on th e edg e o f th e desk . Sh e cocke d 
her head . "Ar e you willing  t o lov e Clyde , Jo?" 

"Love him? " T he wor d snagge d he r again . 
"With Christ ' s love. " 
"I'm no t sur e wha t tha t woul d mean . It' s ver y com -

plicated." 
"Are yo u willin g t o lov e hi m romantically? " 
"Oh, no . Eve n Clyd e himsel f hasn ' t— " 
"I'm askin g yo u abou t you r ow n attitude , that ' s all . 

Are yo u willin g t o fal l i n lov e wit h him? " 
"Oh, I  couldn ' t . " 
"But Go d could  mak e yo u lov e him . H e coul d mak e 

Clyde attractiv e t o you , i f tha t wa s Hi s plan . Th e ques -
tion is , are yo u willing  fo r that?" 32 

oor Jo . I f sh e follow s God ' s leading , sh e coul d win d u p 
married t o a  ma n sh e can ' t stand . A t leas t that ' s wha t Mis s 

Mackey thinks . 
But Mis s Macke y ha s a  warpe d ide a o f th e Spirit ' s leadin g 

and wha t i t mean s t o follo w Him . Sh e seem s t o fee l tha t sayin g ye s 
to Go d mean s resignin g onesel f t o exper ienc in g th e wors t tha t 
could possibl y happen . 
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Unfortunately, man y o f u s harbo r a  simila r misunderstand -
ing o f God ' s ways . We'r e secretl y afrai d tha t i f H e doesn ' t fulfil l 
our desires , Go d wil l guid e u s int o distasteful—i f no t downrigh t 
humil iat ing—situat ions. I n o the r words , He' l l as k u s t o d o th e 
very thin g w e don ' t wan t t o do . W e overemphasiz e sacrific e t o th e 
point o f paralysis , an d a s a  result , we'r e enthusiasti c abou t follow -
ing th e Spirit ' s leadin g onl y whe n we'r e reasonabl y sur e o f th e 
destination. 

So what' s th e truth ? Eve n thoug h circumstance s loo k dubi -
ous now , Go d say s H e ha s goo d plan s fo r us , no t plan s t o hur t u s 
(Jeremiah 29:11 ) an d He ' s sen t th e Hol y Spiri t t o hel p u s alon g 
the way . Instea d o f fearin g torment , w e ca n trus t a  Go d wh o want s 
what 's bes t fo r us. 3 3 

It take s time , sometime s years . S o w e mus t wai t an d giv e u p 
our doubt s tha t Go d know s wha t He ' s doing . Because , eventually , 
God wil l fulfil l our drivin g desires—o r giv e u s something bette r t o 
replace them . 

Either way , we win . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. How d o yo u fee l abou t followin g God' s pla n fo r you ? 

2. In th e past , ho w ha s Go d prove n tha t H e ha s your bes t i n mind ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

Jeremiah comfort s th e captive s i n Babylon : 

This is  what  the  LORD  says:  "Babylon  will  be  powerful for  seventy  years. 
After that  time  I  will  come  to you, and  I  mil  keep  my promise to  bring you 
back to Jerusalem. I  say this  because  I know what  I  am planning for  you," 
says the  Lord.  "I  have  good  plans  for  you,  not  plans  to  hurt  you.  I  will 
give you  hope  and  a  good  future. Then  you  will  call  my  name.  You  will 
come to me and pray  to  me, and I  will  listen  to  you. You  will  search  for me. 
And when  you  search  for me  with all  your heart,  you  will  find me!  I will  let 
you find me,  " says the  LORD. "And  I  will  bring  you back  from your  captiv-
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ity. I  forced you  to  leave  this  place,  but  I  will  gather  you  from  all  the 
nations, from  the  places I  have  sent  you  as  captives,"  says  the  LORD. "And 
I will  bring  you back  to this place. " 

—Jeremiah 29:10-14 

YOUR RESPONS E 

1. Despit e you r circumstances , ho w ca n yo u cont inu e t o believ e 
that Go d keep s you r bes t i n mind ? 

2. Ho w ca n yo u lear n t o trus t God ' s leading ? 
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DIM REFLECTION S 
ON LIF E 

We won't fully understand  God's  ways 
until we meet  Him face-to face in  heaven. 

S 
ue an d I  were nei the r clos e fr iend s no r stranger s i n hig h 
school. Sh e wa s a  grad e beh in d me , bu t sinc e w e bot h 

sang i n th e a  cappell a choi r an d I  too k voic e lesson s f ro m he r 
mother , w e crosse d path s repeatedly . 

With ou r commo n interests , i t woul d hav e bee n natura l fo r 
us t o chu m aroun d together . Bu t I  was a  border l in e broode r an d 
Sue seeme d th e happy-go-luck y type . W e kep t a  friendl y bu t saf e 
distance f ro m eac h other . 

T h e n i n college , Su e an d I  b u m p e d int o eac h o t h e r a t a 
Christian coffeehouse . She ' d becom e a  believe r and , i n m y opin -
ion, wa s thinkin g deepe r thoughts . I ' d learne d i t was oka y t o b e a 
Christian an d t o enjo y lif e (a l thoug h Su e neve r go t m e t o ver y 
many parties) . W e becam e friends . 

Sue an d I  talke d a  lot—a t hamburge r joints , afte r worshi p 
services, i n ou r pa ren t s ' homes . T h e m o r e w e in te rac ted , th e 
more w e discovere d ho w simila r w e reall y were . I  soo n learne d 
that Su e wrestle d wit h dee p issue s abou t herself , he r faith , he r 
family. Bu t I  d idn ' t worr y abou t i t much ; mos t o f ou r generat io n 
struggled wit h "finding " themselves . 
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ly depressed , retreatin g somewher e dee p insid e hersel f t o escap e 
anxiety. Whe n she ' d re tur n wit h crie s fo r help , n o on e coul d hea l 
her. No t family , friends , doctors , o r counselors . Eve n medicatio n 
and shoc k treatment s failed . 

Desperate , Su e finall y place d hersel f u n d e r th e guardian -
ship o f a  Christia n ministr y mile s awa y f ro m home . Non e o f u s 
cared fo r th e organization , bu t w e suppor te d Sue' s decision . W e 
knew he r alternativ e choic e migh t b e suicide . S o fo r days , a  min -
istry staf f m e m b e r rea d Scriptur e t o Sue . Someon e al tere d he r 
diet. Other s prayed—an d Go d delivere d he r f ro m despondency . 

Rather tha n re tu rn in g t o ou r hometown , Su e go t a  j ob a t 
the organization . Sh e als o san g i n a  quar te t tha t accompanie d th e 
ministry's founde r t o speakin g engagement s a roun d th e country . 
He pilote d the m t o eac h locatio n i n a  smal l aircraft . 

Once , th e g rou p visite d ou r city , an d I  sat i n th e bac k ro w o f 
a Baptis t c h u r c h , marvel in g a t Sue ' s c o n f i d e n t tes t imon y an d 
thanking Go d fo r stil l per formin g miracles . Whe n I  talke d t o he r 
after th e service , th e Lord ' s presenc e fel t unmistakable . 

Several month s later , th e g roup ' s plan e crashe d whil e flyin g 
to a  meeting . N o on e survived . 

"How sad, " sai d a  f r iend , "tha t Go d too k Su e whe n sh e wa s 
only twenty-eigh t year s old . Sh e neve r go t t o enjo y a  full life and t o 
see he r dream s com e true. " 

I've p o n d e r e d m y f r i end ' s l amen t sinc e Sue' s dea th . An d 
though I  don ' t unders tan d wh y th e Lor d too k Sue , I  believ e sh e 
lived a  complet e life . Onc e touche d b y God , sh e live d wholl y fo r 
H i m — a n d that ' s mor e tha n man y o f u s accomplis h i n a  three -
score-and-ten lifetime . 

esides, we ge t s o wrapped u p i n ou r ow n expectation s tha t 
we forge t God ' s timelin e fo r us . He ' s ordaine d ou r days , 

and n o amoun t o f hagglin g wil l eras e th e eventualit y tha t some -
day we'l l discar d ou r ea r th -boun d bodies . Still , w e ca n mak e a 
difference while passin g throug h thi s world . 

Someone onc e sai d tha t th e bes t reveng e i s t o liv e well . O u r 
best reveng e o n si n an d deat h i s to liv e in th e Hol y Spirit ' s joy an d 
love, despit e ou r circumstances . I f I  had t o choose , I ' d ra the r liv e 
a shor t lif e filled with God ' s adventure s an d goodnes s tha n a  lon g 
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life o f futilit y an d despair . An d i f I  kne w m y lif e woul d en d soon , 
I 'd wan t t o fill  thos e day s wit h a s muc h meanin g an d laughte r a s 
possible. I ' d probabl y als o realiz e ho w muc h tim e I ' d waste d fret -
ting abou t expectation s that , i n th e ligh t o f eternity , reall y d o n ' t 
matter. 

The Bibl e say s that , fo r now , w e ca n onl y se e a  di m reflec -
tion o f God' s working s i n th e worl d ( 1 Corinthian s 13:12) . Unti l 
we arriv e i n heaven , w e won' t full y unders tan d wh y Go d fulfille d 
some o f o u r des i re s a n d no t o the r s . O r wh y inequ i t i e s exis t 
among Hi s dealing s wit h people . A s th e sovereig n Creator , thes e 
are Hi s choices . Bu t w e ca n savo r thes e days—o r wast e the m awa y 
with rebellion . 

He ' s lef t tha t u p t o us . 

PERSONAL CHECKPOIN T 

1. Wha t expectation s woul d yo u lik e t o fulfil l before yo u die ? 

2. Wha t expectation s d o yo u hav e n o contro l over ? Whic h one s 
could yo u d o somethin g about ? 

GOD'S VIEWPOIN T 

The mos t importan t aspec t o f life : 

I may speak in  different  languages  of  people or even angels.  But  if  I  do not 
have love,  I  am only  a  noisy  bell  or a crashing  cymbal.  I  may  have  the  gift 
of prophecy. I  may  understand  all  the  secret  things of  God  and  have  all 
knowledge, and  I  may  have  faith  so  great  I  can  move  mountains.  But 
even with  all  these  things, if  I  do  not  have  love,  then  I  am  nothing.  I  may 
give away  everything  I  have,  and  I  may  even  give my  body  as an  offering 
to be burned. But  I  gain nothing  if  do  not  have  love. 

Love is  patient and  kind.  Love  is  not  jealous, it  does  not brag,  and 
it is not proud. Love  is  not rude,  is  not selfish,  and  does  not get upset with 
others. Love  does  not  count  up  wrongs  that  have  been  done.  Love  is  not 
happy with  evil  but  is  happy  with  the  truth.  Love  patiently  accepts  all 
things. It  always  trusts,  always  hopes,  and always  remains  strong. 
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Love never  ends.  There  are  gifts of  prophecy, but  they  will be  ended. 
There are gifts of  speaking in  different  languages,  but  those  gifts will  stop. 
There is  the  gift  of  knowledge,  but  it  will  come  to  an  end.  The  reason  is 
that our  knowledge  and  our  ability  to  prophesy are  not  perfect.  But  when 
perfection comes,  the  things  that  are  not  perfect  will  end.  When  I  was  a 
child, I  talked  like  a  child,  I  thought  like  a  child,  I  reasoned  like  a  child. 
When I  became  a man,  I  stopped  those  childish  ways.  It  is  the  same  with 
us. Now  we  see a dim  reflection,  as  if  we  were looking into  a  mirror,  but 
then we  shall  see  clearly. Now I  know  only  a  part,  but  then  I  will  know 
fully, as  God  has  known  me.  So  these  three things continue  forever:  faith, 
hope, and  love.  And the  greatest of  these is love. 

—1 Corinthians  13 

YOUR RESPONSE 

1. I n ligh t o f eternity , wha t expec ta t ion s coul d yo u releas e t o 
God? 

2. Ho w cou l d yo u b r in g m o r e jo y a n d m e a n i n g t o you r days , 
despite unme t expectations ? 
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